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4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving,
and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.
5 For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endures to all generations.
PSALM 101
WILL sing of mercy and judgment:
unto you, O LORD, will I sing.
2 I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O when will you come unto me?
I will walk within my house with a perfect heart.
3 I will set no wicked thing before my
eyes: I hate the work of them that turn
aside; it shall not cleave to me.
4 A froward heart shall depart from me:
I will not know a wicked person.
5 Whoso privily slanders his neighbor,
him will I cut off: him that has an high
look and a proud heart will not I suffer.
6 My eyes shall be upon the faithful of
the land, that they may dwell with me: he
that walks in a perfect way, he shall serve
me.
7 He that works deceit shall not dwell
within my house: he that tells lies shall
not tarry in my sight.
8 I will early destroy all the wicked of
the land; that I may cut off all wicked
doers from the city of the LORD.

I

PSALM 102
EAR my prayer, O LORD, and let my
cry come unto you.
2 Hide not your face from me in the day
when I am in trouble; incline your ear unto me: in the day when I call answer me
speedily.
3 For my days are consumed like smoke,
and my bones are burned as an hearth.
4 My heart is smitten, and withered like
grass; so that I forget to eat my bread.
5 By reason of the voice of my groaning
my bones cleave to my skin.
6 I am like a pelican of the wilderness: I
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am like an owl of the desert.
7 I watch, and am as a sparrow alone upon the house top.
8 My enemies reproach me all the day;
and they that are mad against me are
sworn against me.
9 For I have eaten ashes like bread, and
mingled my drink with weeping.
10 Because of your indignation and your
wrath: for you have lifted me up, and cast
me down.
11 My days are like a shadow that declines; and I am withered like grass.
12 But you, O LORD, shall endure for
ever; and your remembrance unto all generations.
13 You shall arise, and have mercy upon Zion: for the time to favor her, yes, the
set time, is come.
14 For your servants take pleasure in
her stones, and favor the dust thereof.
15 So the heathen shall fear the name of
the LORD, and all the kings of the earth
your glory.
16 When the LORD shall build up Zion,
he shall appear in his glory.
17 He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not despise their prayer.
18 This shall be written for the generation to come: and the people which shall
be created shall praise the LORD.
19 For he has looked down from the
height of his sanctuary; from heaven did
the LORD behold the earth;
20 To hear the groaning of the prisoner;
to loose those that are appointed to death;
21 To declare the name of the LORD in
Zion, and his praise in Jerusalem;
22 When the people are gathered together, and the kingdoms, to serve the
LORD.
23 He weakened my strength in the way;
he shortened my days.
24 I said, O my God, take me not away
in the midst of my days: your years are
throughout all generations.
25 Of old have you laid the foundation

101:1 Mercy and judgment met at the cross of Calvary. See Galatians 6:14.
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of the earth: and the heavens are the work
of your hands.
26 They shall perish, but you shall endure: yes, all of them shall wax old like a
garment; as a vesture shall you change
them, and they shall be changed:
27 But you are the same, and your years
shall have no end.
28 The children of your servants shall
continue, and their seed shall be established before you.
PSALM 103
LESS the LORD, O my soul: and all
that is within me, bless his holy name.
2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget
not all his benefits:
3 Who forgives all your iniquities; who
heals all your diseases;
4 Who redeems your life from destruction; who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies;
5 Who satisfies your mouth with good
things; so that your youth is renewed like
the eagle’s.
6 The LORD executes righteousness and
judgment for all that are oppressed.
7 He made known his ways unto Moses,
his acts unto the children of Israel.
8 The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.
9 He will not always chide: neither will
he keep his anger for ever.
10 He has not dealt with us after our
sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.
11 For as the heaven is high above the
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earth, so great is his mercy toward them
that fear him.
12 As far as the east is from the west,
so far has he removed our transgressions
from us.
13 Like as a father pities his children,
so the LORD pities them that fear him.
14 For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust.
15 As for man, his days are as grass:
as a flower of the field, so he flourishes.
16 For the wind passes over it, and it
is gone; and the place thereof shall know
it no more.
17 But the mercy of the LORD is from
everlasting to everlasting upon them
that fear him, and his righteousness unto children’s children;
18 To such as keep his covenant, and to
those that remember his commandments
to do them.
19 The LORD has prepared his throne in
the heavens; and his kingdom rules over
all.
20 Bless the LORD, you his angels, that
excel in strength, that do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his
word.
21 Bless the LORD, all his hosts; you ministers of his, that do his pleasure.
22 Bless the LORD, all his works in all
places of his dominion: bless the LORD,
O my soul.

B

PSALM 104
LESS the LORD, O my soul. O LORD
my God, you are very great; you are

102:25,26 Scientific facts in the Bible. Three different places in the Bible (Isaiah 51:6; Psalm
102:25,26; Hebrews 1:11) indicate that the earth is wearing out. This is what the Second Law of
Thermodynamics (the Law of Increasing Entropy) states: that in all physical processes, every ordered
system over time tends to become more disordered. Everything is running down and wearing out
as energy is becoming less and less available for use. That means the universe will eventually “wear
out” to the extent that (theoretically speaking) there will be a “heat death” and therefore no more
energy available for use. This wasn’t discovered by man until fairly recently, but the Bible states it in
clear, succinct terms.
102:27 See Hebrews 13:8 footnote.
103:10 How true it is that God hasn’t dealt with us according to our iniquities (vv. 10–18). He
hasn’t treated us as He treated Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1–10). He has held back His just wrath
and instead lavished us with mercy.
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Psalm 104

QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

O
103:17

“God couldn’t forgive my sin.”

Those who think they are too sinful for God to accept them don’t understand how merciful God is. The Bible says that He is “rich in mercy”
(Ephesians 2:4). The Scriptures also tell us that “the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him” (Psalm 103:17). God was merciful to King David and forgave
him when he committed adultery and murder. He forgave Moses when he committed murder.
He also forgave Saul of Tarsus for murdering Christians (Acts 22:4). God promises to save “all”
who call upon the name of Jesus (Romans 10:13). Those who think this promise isn’t worth the
paper it’s written on are calling God a liar (see 1 John 5:10). Jesus shed His precious blood to pay
for their sins. Wasn’t it good enough for them? It was good enough for God. God commands
them to repent. To offer any excuse is to remain in rebellion to His command—no matter how
“noble” it may seem to say that they are too sinful.

clothed with honor and majesty.
2 Who covers yourself with light as with
a garment: who stretches out the heavens
like a curtain:
3 Who lays the beams of his chambers
in the waters: who makes the clouds his
chariot: who walks upon the wings of the
wind:
4 Who makes his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire:
5 Who laid the foundations of the earth,
that it should not be removed for ever.
6 You covered it with the deep as with a
garment: the waters stood above the
mountains.
7 At your rebuke they fled; at the voice
of your thunder they hasted away.
8 They go up by the mountains; they go
down by the valleys unto the place which
you have founded for them.
9 You have set a bound that they may not
pass over; that they turn not again to cover
the earth.
10 He sends the springs into the valleys,
which run among the hills.
11 They give drink to every beast of the
field: the wild asses quench their thirst.
12 By them shall the fowls of the heaven
have their habitation, which sing among

the branches.
13 He waters the hills from his chambers: the earth is satisfied with the fruit of
your works.
14 He causes the grass to grow for the
cattle, and herb for the service of man: that
he may bring forth food out of the earth;
15 And wine that makes glad the heart
of man, and oil to make his face to shine,
and bread which strengthens man’s heart.
16 The trees of the LORD are full of sap;
the cedars of Lebanon, which he has planted;
17 Where the birds make their nests: as
for the stork, the fir trees are her house.
18 The high hills are a refuge for the wild
goats; and the rocks for the conies.
19 He appointed the moon for seasons:
the sun knows his going down.
20 You make darkness, and it is night:
wherein all the beasts of the forest do
creep forth.
21 The young lions roar after their prey,
and seek their meat from God.
22 The sun arises, they gather themselves
together, and lay them down in their dens.
23 Man goes forth unto his work and to
his labor until the evening.
24 O LORD, how manifold are your works!

104:2 Scientific facts in the Bible. It is interesting to note that scientists are beginning to understand that the universe is expanding or stretching out. At least seven times in Scripture we are told
that God stretches out the heavens like a curtain (Isaiah 40:22). See also Hebrews 11:3 footnote.
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in wisdom have you made them all: the
earth is full of your riches.
25 So is this great and wide sea, wherein are things creeping innumerable, both
small and great beasts.
26 There go the ships: there is that leviathan, whom you have made to play therein.
27 These wait all upon you; that you
may give them their meat in due season.
28 That you give them they gather: you
open your hand, they are filled with good.
29 You hide your face, they are troubled:
you take away their breath, they die, and
return to their dust.
30 You send forth your spirit, they are
created: and you renew the face of the
earth.
31 The glory of the LORD shall endure
for ever: the LORD shall rejoice in his works.
32 He looks on the earth, and it trembles: he touches the hills, and they smoke.
33 I will sing unto the LORD as long as I
live: I will sing praise to my God while I
have my being.
34 My meditation of him shall be sweet:
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I will be glad in the LORD.
35 Let the sinners be consumed out of
the earth, and let the wicked be no more.
Bless the LORD, O my soul. Praise the
LORD.
PSALM 105
GIVE thanks unto the LORD; call upon his name: make known his deeds
among the people.
2 Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him:
talk of all his wondrous works.
3 Glory in his holy name: let the heart
of them rejoice that seek the LORD.
4 Seek the LORD, and his strength: seek
his face evermore.
5 Remember his marvelous works that
he has done; his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth;
6 O you seed of Abraham his servant,
you children of Jacob his chosen.
7 He is the LORD our God: his judgments
are in all the earth.
8 He has remembered his covenant for
ever, the word which he commanded to
a thousand generations.

O

104:19 Scientific facts in the Bible. God created the “lights” in the heavens “for signs, and for
seasons, and for days and years” (Genesis 1:14). Through the marvels of astronomy we now understand that a year is the time required for the earth to travel once around the sun. The seasons are
caused by the changing position of the earth in relation to the sun—“astronomers can tell exactly
from the earth’s motion around the sun when one season ends and the next one begins”
(Worldbook Multimedia Encyclopedia). We also now understand that a “month [is] the time of one
revolution of the moon around the earth with respect to the sun” (Encyclopedia Britannica). How
could Moses (the accepted author of Genesis) have known 3,500 years ago that the “lights” of the
sun and moon were the actual determining factors of the year’s length, unless his words were inspired by God? (See also Psalm 136:7–9.)
104:24 The peppered moth: evolution comes unglued. “Almost all textbooks on evolution
include the peppered moth as the classic example of evolution by natural selection. There are two
types of peppered moths, a light-colored speckled variety and a dark variety. Most peppered moths
in England were the light variety, which were camouflaged as they rested on tree trunks. The black
variety stood out against the light bark and were easily seen and eaten by birds. But as the industrial revolution created pollution that covered tree trunks with soot, the dark variety was camouflaged
better, so birds ate more of the light moths.
“The peppered moth story has been trumpeted since the 1950s as proof positive that evolution
by natural selection is true. In 1978, one famous geneticist called the peppered moth ‘the clearest
case in which a conspicuous evolutionary process has actually been observed.’
“However, this ‘clearest case’ of purported Darwinian evolution by natural selection is not true!
The nocturnal peppered moth does not rest on the trunks of trees during the day. In fact, despite
over 40 years of intense field study, only two peppered moths have ever been seen naturally resting
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9 Which covenant he made with Abraham, and his oath unto Isaac;
10 And confirmed the same unto Jacob
for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting
covenant:
11 Saying, Unto you will I give the land
of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance:
12 When they were but a few men in
number; yes, very few, and strangers in it.
13 When they went from one nation to
another, from one kingdom to another
people;
14 He suffered no man to do them wrong:
yes, he reproved kings for their sakes;
15 Saying, Touch not my anointed, and
do my prophets no harm.
16 Moreover he called for a famine upon
the land: he brake the whole staff of bread.
17 He sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was sold for a servant:
18 Whose feet they hurt with fetters: he
was laid in iron:
19 Until the time that his word came:
the word of the LORD tried him.
20 The king sent and loosed him; even
the ruler of the people, and let him go
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free.
21 He made him lord of his house, and
ruler of all his substance:
22 To bind his princes at his pleasure;
and teach his senators wisdom.
23 Israel also came into Egypt; and Jacob
sojourned in the land of Ham.
24 And he increased his people greatly;
and made them stronger than their enemies.
25 He turned their heart to hate his people, to deal subtly with his servants.
26 He sent Moses his servant; and Aaron
whom he had chosen.
27 They showed his signs among them,
and wonders in the land of Ham.
28 He sent darkness, and made it dark;
and they rebelled not against his word.
29 He turned their waters into blood,
and slew their fish.
30 Their land brought forth frogs in
abundance, in the chambers of their kings.
31 He spoke, and there came divers sorts
of flies, and lice in all their coasts.
32 He gave them hail for rain, and flaming fire in their land.

on tree trunks!
“So where did all the evolution textbook pictures of peppered moths on different colored tree
trunks come from? They were all staged. The moths were glued, pinned, or placed onto tree trunks
and their pictures taken. The scientists who used these pictures in their books to prove evolution all
conveniently forgot to tell their readers this fact. If the best example of evolution is not true, how
about all their other supposed examples? It makes you wonder, doesn’t it?” Mark Varney
Evolutionary humor. It’s humorous that evolutionists cite the peppered moth as their best example, enabling them to “watch evolution in action.” Watch closely: Before the moth’s environment
changed, some of the moths were mostly white, some were mostly black. After their environment
changed, some were mostly white, some were mostly black. No new color or variety came into
being, yet we have supposedly just witnessed evolution.
Evolutionist John Reader (Missing Links) explains this biased interpretation: “Ever since Darwin’s
work . . . , preconceptions have led evidence by the nose.” Harvard professor and evolutionist Steven
Jay Gould admits this scientific bias, “Facts do not ‘speak for themselves’; they are read in light of
theory.”
Even Charles Darwin concedes, “Alas, how frequent, how almost universal it is in an author to
persuade himself of the truth of his own dogmas.” Keep this in mind when scientists proclaim the
theory of evolution as “fact.”
105:17–19 If God is going to use you to reach the lost, be ready to be “tested.” Your own family
may turn against you. You may find yourself “laid in iron”—in a hardship in which there seems to
be no escape. Don’t get discouraged, and don’t become passive in your evangelism. See 1 Peter
1:7 and “Closing Words of Comfort” in the appendix.
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33 He smote their vines also and their fig
trees; and brake the trees of their coasts.
34 He spoke, and the locusts came, and
caterpillars, and that without number,
35 And did eat up all the herbs in their
land, and devoured the fruit of their
ground.
36 He smote also all the firstborn in their
land, the chief of all their strength.
37 He brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not one feeble person among their tribes.
38 Egypt was glad when they departed:
for the fear of them fell upon them.
39 He spread a cloud for a covering; and
fire to give light in the night.
40 The people asked, and he brought
quails, and satisfied them with the bread
of heaven.
41 He opened the rock, and the waters
gushed out; they ran in the dry places like
a river.
42 For he remembered his holy promise, and Abraham his servant.
43 And he brought forth his people with
joy, and his chosen with gladness:
44 And gave them the lands of the heathen: and they inherited the labor of the
people;
45 That they might observe his statutes,
and keep his laws. Praise the LORD.
PSALM 106
RAISE the LORD. O give thanks unto
the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endures for ever.
2 Who can utter the mighty acts of the
LORD? who can show forth all his praise?
3 Blessed are they that keep judgment,
and he that does righteousness at all
times.
4 Remember me, O LORD, with the favor
that you bear unto your people: O visit
me with your salvation;
5 That I may see the good of your chosen, that I may rejoice in the gladness of
your nation, that I may glory with your inheritance.
6 We have sinned with our fathers, we
have committed iniquity, we have done
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wickedly.
7 Our fathers understood not your wonders in Egypt; they remembered not the
multitude of your mercies; but provoked
him at the sea, even at the Red sea.
8 Nevertheless he saved them for his
name’s sake, that he might make his
mighty power to be known.
9 He rebuked the Red sea also, and it was
dried up: so he led them through the
depths, as through the wilderness.
10 And he saved them from the hand of
him that hated them, and redeemed them
from the hand of the enemy.
11 And the waters covered their enemies: there was not one of them left.
12 Then believed they his words; they
sang his praise.

❝

A little science estranges men from
God, but much science leads them
back to Him.
LOUIS PASTEUR

❞

13 They soon forgot his works; they
waited not for his counsel:
14 But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tempted God in the desert.
15 And he gave them their request; but
sent leanness into their soul.
16 They envied Moses also in the camp,
and Aaron the saint of the LORD.
17 The earth opened and swallowed up
Dathan and covered the company of Abiram.
18 And a fire was kindled in their company; the flame burned up the wicked.
19 They made a calf in Horeb, and worshipped the molten image.
20 Thus they changed their glory into
the similitude of an ox that eats grass.
21 They forgot God their savior, which
had done great things in Egypt;
22 Wondrous works in the land of Ham,
and terrible things by the Red sea.
23 Therefore he said that he would destroy them, had not Moses his chosen
stood before him in the breach, to turn

89
away his wrath, lest he should destroy
them.
24 Yes, they despised the pleasant land,
they believed not his word:
25 But murmured in their tents, and
hearkened not unto the voice of the LORD.
26 Therefore he lifted up his hand against
them, to overthrow them in the wilderness:
27 To overthrow their seed also among
the nations, and to scatter them in the
lands.
28 They joined themselves also unto Baalpeor, and ate the sacrifices of the dead.
29 Thus they provoked him to anger with
their inventions: and the plague brake in
upon them.
30 Then stood up Phinehas, and executed
judgment: and so the plague was stayed.
31 And that was counted unto him for
righteousness unto all generations for
evermore.
32 They angered him also at the waters
of strife, so that it went ill with Moses for
their sakes:
33 Because they provoked his spirit, so
that he spoke unadvisedly with his lips.
34 They did not destroy the nations,
concerning whom the LORD commanded
them:
35 But were mingled among the heathen,
and learned their works.
36 And they served their idols: which
were a snare unto them.
37 Yes, they sacrificed their sons and
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their daughters unto devils,
38 And shed innocent blood, even the
blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom they sacrificed unto the idols
of Canaan: and the land was polluted with
blood.
39 Thus were they defiled with their own
works, and went a whoring with their
own inventions.
40 Therefore was the wrath of the LORD
kindled against his people, insomuch that
he abhorred his own inheritance.
41 And he gave them into the hand of
the heathen; and they that hated them
ruled over them.
42 Their enemies also oppressed them,
and they were brought into subjection under their hand.
43 Many times did he deliver them; but
they provoked him with their counsel,
and were brought low for their iniquity.
44 Nevertheless he regarded their affliction, when he heard their cry:
45 And he remembered for them his
covenant, and repented according to the
multitude of his mercies.
46 He made them also to be pitied of all
those that carried them captives.
47 Save us, O LORD our God, and gather
us from among the heathen, to give thanks
unto your holy name, and to triumph in
your praise.
48 Blessed be the LORD God of Israel
from everlasting to everlasting: and let all
the people say, Amen. Praise the LORD.

106:35–39 Abortion—a result of idolatry. How can people believe in God and yet believe in
the killing of children through abortion? Simply because they “serve idols.” Idolatry is perhaps the
greatest of all sins because it opens the door to unrestrained evil—“My god gives me the right to
choose!” etc. It gives sinners license not only to tolerate sin, but to sanction it, fanned by demonic
influence. Those who create a god in their own image feel at liberty to go “a whoring with their
own inventions.”
The following is typical of how easy it is to create your own god:
Over the years, Ed and Joanne Liverani have found many reasons to summon God. But
now, at middle age, they’ve boiled it down to one essential: “Not to get clobbered by life.”
So sometime in the past ten years the Liveranis began to build their own church, salvaging bits of their old religion that they liked and chucking the rest. The first to go were an
angry, vengeful God and hell—“That’s just something they say to scare you,” Ed said. They
kept Jesus, “because Jesus is big on love.” The Washington Post (January 9, 2000)

Psalm 107

O

PSALM 107
GIVE thanks unto the LORD, for he
is good: for his mercy endures for

ever.
2 Let the redeemed of the LORD say so,
whom he has redeemed from the hand
of the enemy;
3 And gathered them out of the lands,
from the east, and from the west, from
the north, and from the south.
4 They wandered in the wilderness in a
solitary way; they found no city to dwell
in.
5 Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted
in them.
6 Then they cried unto the LORD in their
trouble, and he delivered them out of
their distresses.
7 And he led them forth by the right way,
that they might go to a city of habitation.
8 Oh that men would praise the LORD for
his goodness, and for his wonderful works
to the children of men!
9 For he satisfies the longing soul, and
fills the hungry soul with goodness.
10 Such as sit in darkness and in the
shadow of death, being bound in affliction and iron;
11 Because they rebelled against the
words of God, and contemned the counsel of the most High:
12 Therefore he brought down their
heart with labor; they fell down, and
there was none to help.
13 Then they cried unto the LORD in
their trouble, and he saved them out of
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their distresses.
14 He brought them out of darkness
and the shadow of death, and brake
their bands in sunder.
15 Oh that men would praise the LORD
for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!
16 For he has broken the gates of brass,
and cut the bars of iron in sunder.
17 Fools because of their transgression, and because of their iniquities, are
afflicted.
18 Their soul abhors all manner of
meat; and they draw near unto the gates
of death.
19 Then they cry unto the LORD in
their trouble, and he saves them out of
their distresses.
20 He sent his word, and healed them,
and delivered them from their destructions.
21 Oh that men would praise the LORD
for his goodness, and for his wonderful
works to the children of men!
22 And let them sacrifice the sacrifices
of thanksgiving, and declare his works
with rejoicing.
23 They that go down to the sea in ships,
that do business in great waters;
24 These see the works of the LORD, and
his wonders in the deep.
25 For he commands, and raises the
stormy wind, which lifts up the waves
thereof.
26 They mount up to the heaven, they
go down again to the depths: their soul is

107:2 How can the redeemed not “say so”? We have been redeemed from the cold hand of
death. See verse 14.
107:17 Self-inflicted misery. So much of the world’s misery is self-inflicted: AIDS, alcoholism,
obesity, guilt, drug addiction, nicotine addiction and its related diseases, etc. Look at the repercussions of adultery, revealed in this unsigned letter: “Eleven years ago, I walked out on a 12-year marriage. My wife was a good person, but for a long time she was under a lot of stress. Instead of
helping her, I began an affair with her best friend. It was a disaster. This is what I gave up: 1) seeing
my daughter grow up; 2) the respect of many long-time friends; 3) the enjoyment of living as a
family; 4) a wife who was loyal, was appreciative and tried to make me happy. This is what I got: 1)
two stepchildren who treated me like dirt; 2) a wife who didn’t know how to make anything for
dinner but reservations; 3) a wife whose only interest in me was how much money she could get;
4) a wife who made disparaging remarks about my family and ruined all my existing friendships; 5)
finally, the best thing I got was a bitter, expensive divorce.”
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melted because of trouble.
27 They reel to and fro, and stagger like
a drunken man, and are at their wit’s end.
28 Then they cry unto the LORD in their
trouble, and he brings them out of their
distresses.
29 He makes the storm a calm, so that
the waves thereof are still.
30 Then are they glad because they be
quiet; so he brings them unto their desired haven.
31 Oh that men would praise the LORD
for his goodness, and for his wonderful
works to the children of men!
32 Let them exalt him also in the congregation of the people, and praise him
in the assembly of the elders.
33 He turns rivers into a wilderness, and
the watersprings into dry ground;
34 A fruitful land into barrenness, for the
wickedness of them that dwell therein.
35 He turns the wilderness into a standing water, and dry ground into watersprings.
36 And there he makes the hungry to
dwell, that they may prepare a city for habitation;
37 And sow the fields, and plant vineyards, which may yield fruits of increase.
38 He blesses them also, so that they are
multiplied greatly; and suffers not their
cattle to decrease.
39 Again, they are minished and brought
low through oppression, affliction, and
sorrow.
40 He pours contempt upon princes, and
causes them to wander in the wilderness,
where there is no way.
41 Yet sets he the poor on high from affliction, and makes him families like a
flock.
42 The righteous shall see it, and rejoice: and all iniquity shall stop her mouth.
43 Whoso is wise, and will observe these
things, even they shall understand the
lovingkindness of the LORD.

Psalm 109
PSALM 108
GOD, my heart is fixed; I will sing
and give praise, even with my glory.
2 Awake, psaltery and harp: I myself will
awake early.
3 I will praise you, O LORD, among the
people: and I will sing praises unto you
among the nations.
4 For your mercy is great above the
heavens: and your truth reaches unto the
clouds.
5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens:
and your glory above all the earth;
6 That your beloved may be delivered:
save with your right hand, and answer me.
7 God has spoken in his holiness; I will
rejoice, I will divide Shechem, and mete
out the valley of Succoth.
8 Gilead is mine; Manasseh is mine;
Ephraim also is the strength of my head;
Judah is my lawgiver;
9 Moab is my washpot; over Edom will
I cast out my shoe; over Philistia will I triumph.
10 Who will bring me into the strong
city? who will lead me into Edom?
11 Will not you, O God, who have cast
us off? and will not you, O God, go forth
with our hosts?
12 Give us help from trouble: for vain is
the help of man.
13 Through God we shall do valiantly: for
he it is that shall tread down our enemies.

O

PSALM 109
OLD not your peace, O God of my
praise;
2 For the mouth of the wicked and the
mouth of the deceitful are opened against
me: they have spoken against me with a
lying tongue.
3 They compassed me about also with
words of hatred; and fought against me
without a cause.
4 For my love they are my adversaries:
but I give myself unto prayer.

H

109:1–4 When the world turns against you because of your faith, and you find yourself in the
valley of discouragement, climb up onto the high place of prayer.
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QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

O
109:15

“God said He would blot out all remembrance of
Amalek. The Bible itself disproves this statement by
mentioning Amalek to this day.”

In Exodus 17:14, God told Moses to “write this for a memorial in a book . . .”
Moses did that and God preserved the Book for 5,000 years, so skeptics
would know that God keeps every promise He makes. The phrase “I will
utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven”
means that he will blot them out as a nation from the earth. There
are no descendants of the Amalekites on the earth. They don’t exist.

5 And they have rewarded me evil for
good, and hatred for my love.
6 Set a wicked man over him: and let Satan stand at his right hand.
7 When he shall be judged, let him be
condemned: and let his prayer become sin.
8 Let his days be few; and let another
take his office.
9 Let his children be fatherless, and his
wife a widow.
10 Let his children be continually vagabonds, and beg: let them seek their bread
also out of their desolate places.
11 Let the extortioner catch all that he
has; and let the strangers spoil his labor.
12 Let there be none to extend mercy
unto him: neither let there be any to
favor his fatherless children.
13 Let his posterity be cut off; and in
the generation following let their name
be blotted out.
14 Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered with the LORD; and let not the
sin of his mother be blotted out.
15 Let them be before the LORD continually, that he may cut off the memory of
them from the earth.
16 Because that he remembered not to
show mercy, but persecuted the poor and
needy man, that he might even slay the
broken in heart.
17 As he loved cursing, so let it come
unto him: as he delighted not in blessing,
so let it be far from him.

18 As he clothed himself with cursing
like as with his garment, so let it come into his bowels like water, and like oil into
his bones.
19 Let it be unto him as the garment
which covers him, and for a girdle wherewith he is girded continually.
20 Let this be the reward of my adversaries from the LORD, and of them that
speak evil against my soul.
21 But do for me, O GOD the Lord, for
your name’s sake: because your mercy is
good, deliver me.
22 For I am poor and needy, and my
heart is wounded within me.
23 I am gone like the shadow when it
declines: I am tossed up and down as the
locust.
24 My knees are weak through fasting;
and my flesh fails of fatness.
25 I became also a reproach unto them:
when they looked upon me they shook
their heads.
26 Help me, O LORD my God: O save me
according to your mercy:
27 That they may know that this is your
hand; that you, LORD, have done it.
28 Let them curse, but you bless: when
they arise, let them be ashamed; but let
your servant rejoice.
29 Let my adversaries be clothed with
shame, and let them cover themselves with
their own confusion, as with a mantle.
30 I will greatly praise the LORD with my

109:8 This is a direct reference to Judas Iscariot. See Acts 1:20.
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mouth; yes, I will praise him among the
multitude.
31 For he shall stand at the right hand of
the poor, to save him from those that condemn his soul.
PSALM 110
HE LORD said unto my Lord, Sit at
my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.
2 The LORD shall send the rod of your
strength out of Zion: rule in the midst of
your enemies.
3 Your people shall be willing in the day
of your power, in the beauties of holiness
from the womb of the morning: you have
the dew of your youth.
4 The LORD has sworn, and will not repent, You are a priest for ever after the
order of Melchizedek.
5 The Lord at your right hand shall strike
through kings in the day of his wrath.
6 He shall judge among the heathen, he
shall fill the places with the dead bodies;
he shall wound the heads over many countries.
7 He shall drink of the brook in the way:
therefore shall he lift up the head.

T

PSALM 111
RAISE the LORD. I will praise the LORD
with my whole heart, in the assembly
of the upright, and in the congregation.
2 The works of the LORD are great, sought
out of all them that have pleasure therein.
3 His work is honorable and glorious:
and his righteousness endures for ever.
4 He has made his wonderful works to
be remembered: the LORD is gracious and
full of compassion.
5 He has given meat unto them that fear
him: he will ever be mindful of his covenant.
6 He has showed his people the power

P

Psalm 112
of his works, that he may give them the
heritage of the heathen.
7 The works of his hands are verity and
judgment; all his commandments are sure.
8 They stand fast for ever and ever, and
are done in truth and uprightness.
9 He sent redemption unto his people:
he has commanded his covenant for ever:
holy and reverend is his name.
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning
of wisdom: a good understanding have
all they that do his commandments: his
praise endures for ever.

......
For how to use the Law in evangelism,
see Matthew 19:17–22 footnote.

......
PSALM 112
RAISE the LORD. Blessed is the man
that fears the LORD, that delights greatly in his commandments.
2 His seed shall be mighty upon earth:
the generation of the upright shall be
blessed.
3 Wealth and riches shall be in his house:
and his righteousness endures for ever.
4 Unto the upright there arises light in the
darkness: he is gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous.
5 A good man shows favor, and lends:
he will guide his affairs with discretion.
6 Surely he shall not be moved for ever:
the righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance.
7 He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his
heart is fixed, trusting in the LORD.
8 His heart is established, he shall not
be afraid, until he see his desire upon his
enemies.
9 He has dispersed, he has given to the
poor; his righteousness endures for ever;

P

110 These verses speak of the coming Messiah. Hebrews 5:5,6 tells us that Jesus is our High Priest
“after the order of Melchisedec” (v. 4), and John 5:22 says that God has committed all judgment to
Jesus (v. 6). See also Hebrews 4:14; 7:22–26; Acts 10:42.
112:1 The apostle Paul is one who delighted in the Law of God. See Romans 7:22.
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QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

O

115:4–9

“The First Commandment says, ‘You shall have no
other gods before Me.’ That proves He
isn’t the only God!”

That’s true. Man has always made false gods. An old adage says, “God
created man in His own image, and man has been returning the favor ever
since.” Hindus have millions of gods. Sometimes gods are made of wood
or stone, other times man makes up a god in his mind. Whatever the case,
making a god to suit yourself is called “idolatry,” and is a transgression of
both the First and Second of the Ten Commandments.

his horn shall be exalted with honor.
10 The wicked shall see it, and be grieved;
he shall gnash with his teeth, and melt
away: the desire of the wicked shall perish.
PSALM 113
RAISE the LORD. Praise, O you servants of the LORD, praise the name of
the LORD.
2 Blessed be the name of the LORD from
this time forth and for evermore.
3 From the rising of the sun unto the
going down of the same the LORD’s name
is to be praised.
4 The LORD is high above all nations, and
his glory above the heavens.
5 Who is like unto the LORD our God,
who dwells on high,
6 Who humbles himself to behold the
things that are in heaven, and in the earth!
7 He raises up the poor out of the dust,
and lifts the needy out of the dunghill;
8 That he may set him with princes,
even with the princes of his people.
9 He makes the barren woman to keep
house, and to be a joyful mother of children. Praise the LORD.

P

PSALM 114
HEN Israel went out of Egypt, the
house of Jacob from a people of
strange language;

W

2 Judah was his sanctuary, and Israel his
dominion.
3 The sea saw it, and fled: Jordan was
driven back.
4 The mountains skipped like rams, and
the little hills like lambs.
5 What ailed you, O you sea, that you
fled? you Jordan, that you were driven
back?
6 You mountains, that skipped like rams;
and you little hills, like lambs?
7 Tremble, you earth, at the presence of
the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob;
8 Which turned the rock into a standing
water, the flint into a fountain of waters.
PSALM 115
OT unto us, O LORD, not unto us,
but unto your name give glory, for
your mercy, and for your truth’s sake.
2 Wherefore should the heathen say,
Where is now their God?
3 But our God is in the heavens: he has
done whatsoever he has pleased.
4 Their idols are silver and gold, the
work of men’s hands.
5 They have mouths, but they speak
not: eyes have they, but they see not:
6 They have ears, but they hear not:
noses have they, but they smell not:
7 They have hands, but they handle
not: feet have they, but they walk not:

N

113:3 As the Declaration of Independence was being signed, Samuel Adams stated, “We have
this day restored the Sovereign to Whom all men ought to be obedient. He reigns in heaven and
from the rising to the setting of the sun, let His kingdom come.”
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neither speak they through their throat.
8 They that make them are like unto
them; so is every one that trusts in
them.
9 O Israel, trust in the LORD: he is their
help and their shield.
10 O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD:
he is their help and their shield.
11 You that fear the LORD, trust in the
LORD: he is their help and their shield.
12 The LORD has been mindful of us: he
will bless us; he will bless the house of
Israel; he will bless the house of Aaron.
13 He will bless them that fear the LORD,
both small and great.
14 The LORD shall increase you more
and more, you and your children.
15 You are blessed of the LORD which
made heaven and earth.
16 The heaven, even the heavens, are the
LORD’s: but the earth has he given to the
children of men.
17 The dead praise not the LORD, neither
any that go down into silence.
18 But we will bless the LORD from this
time forth and for evermore. Praise the
LORD.
PSALM 116
LOVE the LORD, because he has heard
my voice and my supplications.
2 Because he has inclined his ear unto
me, therefore will I call upon him as long
as I live.
3 The sorrows of death compassed me,
and the pains of hell gat hold upon me: I
found trouble and sorrow.
4 Then called I upon the name of the
LORD; O LORD, I beseech you, deliver my
soul.
5 Gracious is the LORD, and righteous;
yes, our God is merciful.
6 The LORD preserves the simple: I was

I

Psalm 118
brought low, and he helped me.
7 Return unto your rest, O my soul; for
the LORD has dealt bountifully with you.
8 For you have delivered my soul from
death, my eyes from tears, and my feet
from falling.
9 I will walk before the LORD in the land
of the living.
10 I believed, therefore have I spoken: I
was greatly afflicted:
11 I said in my haste, All men are liars.
12 What shall I render unto the LORD for
all his benefits toward me?
13 I will take the cup of salvation, and
call upon the name of the LORD.
14 I will pay my vows unto the LORD
now in the presence of all his people.
15 Precious in the sight of the LORD is the
death of his saints.
16 O LORD, truly I am your servant; I am
your servant, and the son of your handmaid: you have loosed my bonds.
17 I will offer to you the sacrifice of
thanksgiving, and will call upon the name
of the LORD.
18 I will pay my vows unto the LORD now
in the presence of all his people.
19 In the courts of the LORD’s house, in
the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Praise the
LORD.
PSALM 117
PRAISE the LORD, all you nations:
praise him, all you people.
2 For his merciful kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the LORD endures for ever. Praise the LORD.

O

PSALM 118
GIVE thanks unto the LORD; for he
is good: because his mercy endures
for ever.
2 Let Israel now say, that his mercy en-

O

116:11 “. . . 20,000 middle and high-schoolers were surveyed by the Josephson Institute of Ethics
—a nonprofit organization in Marina del Rey, Calif., devoted to character education. Ninety-two
percent of the teenagers admitted having lied to their parents in the previous year, and 73 percent
characterized themselves as ‘serial liars,’ meaning they told lies weekly. Despite these admissions,
91 percent of all respondents said they were ‘satisfied with my own ethics and character.’”
Reader’s Digest, November 1999
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dures for ever.
3 Let the house of Aaron now say, that
his mercy endures for ever.
4 Let them now that fear the LORD say,
that his mercy endures for ever.
5 I called upon the LORD in distress: the
LORD answered me, and set me in a large
place.
6 The LORD is on my side; I will not fear:
what can man do unto me?
7 The LORD takes my part with them that
help me: therefore shall I see my desire upon them that hate me.
8 It is better to trust in the LORD than to put
confidence in man.
9 It is better to trust in the LORD than to put
confidence in princes.
10 All nations compassed me about: but
in the name of the LORD will I destroy
them.
11 They compassed me about; yes, they
compassed me about: but in the name of
the LORD I will destroy them.
12 They compassed me about like bees:
they are quenched as the fire of thorns:
for in the name of the LORD I will destroy
them.
13 You have thrust sore at me that I might
fall: but the LORD helped me.
14 The LORD is my strength and song,
and is become my salvation.
15 The voice of rejoicing and salvation
is in the tabernacles of the righteous: the
right hand of the LORD does valiantly.
16 The right hand of the LORD is exalted:
the right hand of the LORD does valiantly.
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17 I shall not die, but live, and declare
the works of the LORD.
18 The LORD has chastened me sore: but
he has not given me over unto death.
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, and I will praise
the LORD:
20 This gate of the LORD, into which the
righteous shall enter.
21 I will praise you: for you have heard
me, and are become my salvation.
22 The stone which the builders refused
is become the head stone of the corner.
23 This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
24 This is the day which the LORD has
made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.
25 Save now, I beseech you, O LORD: O
LORD, I beseech you, send now prosperity.
26 Blessed be he that comes in the name
of the LORD: we have blessed you out of
the house of the LORD.
27 God is the LORD, which has showed
us light: bind the sacrifice with cords,
even unto the horns of the altar.
28 You are my God, and I will praise
you: you are my God, I will exalt you.
29 O give thanks unto the LORD; for he
is good: for his mercy endures for ever.
PSALM 119
LESSED are the undefiled in the way,
who walk in the law of the LORD.
2 Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole
heart.

B

118:6 Remember that courage isn’t the absence of fear, but the conquering of it. If we really care
for the lost, each of us must learn to push aside fear and replace it with faith in God. You do your
part, and God will do His.
118:8 The middle of the Bible. Psalm 118 is the middle chapter of the entire Bible. Psalm 117 is
the shortest chapter in the Bible. Psalm 119 is the longest chapter in the Bible. The Scriptures have
594 chapters before Psalm 118, and 594 chapters after Psalm 118. If you add up all the chapters
except 118, you get a total of 1188 chapters. Psalm 118:8 is the middle verse of the entire Bible. It
goes without saying that the central verse has an important message: “It is better to trust in the
Lord than to put confidence in man.”
118:22 This is a direct reference to the Messiah. See 1 Peter 2:7,8.
118:27 We must “bind” our bodies as living sacrifices on the altar of service for God (see Romans 12:1).
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3 They also do no iniquity: they walk in
his ways.
4 You have commanded us to keep your
precepts diligently.
5 O that my ways were directed to keep
your statutes!
6 Then shall I not be ashamed, when I
have respect unto all your commandments.
7 I will praise you with uprightness of
heart, when I shall have learned your
righteous judgments.
8 I will keep your statutes: O forsake me
not utterly.
9 Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse
his way? by taking heed thereto according
to your word.
10 With my whole heart have I sought
you: O let me not wander from your commandments.
11 Your word have I hid in my heart,
that I might not sin against you.
12 Blessed are you, O LORD: teach me
your statutes.
13 With my lips have I declared all the
judgments of your mouth.
14 I have rejoiced in the way of your testimonies, as much as in all riches.
15 I will meditate in your precepts, and
have respect unto your ways.
16 I will delight myself in your statutes:
I will not forget your word.
17 Deal bountifully with your servant,
that I may live, and keep your word.
18 Open my eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of your law.
19 I am a stranger in the earth: hide not
your commandments from me.
20 My soul breaks for the longing that

Psalm 119
it has unto your judgments at all times.
21 You have rebuked the proud that are
cursed, which do err from your commandments.
22 Remove from me reproach and contempt; for I have kept your testimonies.
23 Princes also did sit and speak against
me: but your servant did meditate in your
statutes.
24 Your testimonies also are my delight
and my counselors.
25 My soul cleaves unto the dust: quicken me according to your word.
26 I have declared my ways, and you
heard me: teach me your statutes.
27 Make me to understand the way of
your precepts: so shall I talk of your wondrous works.
28 My soul melts for heaviness: strengthen me according unto your word.
29 Remove from me the way of lying:
and grant me your law graciously.
30 I have chosen the way of truth: your
judgments have I laid before me.
31 I have stuck unto your testimonies:
O LORD, put me not to shame.
32 I will run the way of your commandments, when you shall enlarge my heart.
33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your
statutes; and I shall keep it unto the end.
34 Give me understanding, and I shall
keep your law; yes, I shall observe it with
my whole heart.
35 Make me to go in the path of your
commandments; for therein do I delight.
36 Incline my heart unto your testimonies, and not to covetousness.
37 Turn away my eyes from beholding

119:2 This wonderful psalm gives us insight into the rewards of meditating on God’s Word. It reveals the great key to living a life of victory as a Christian. That key is to seek and serve Him with a
“whole heart.”
119:14 “I believe the Bible is the best gift God has given to man. All the good Savior gave to the
world was communicated through this Book.” Abraham Lincoln
119:16 “God’s Word is our primary weapon in evangelism. It is not designed to destroy life, but
to give it. It is not to be used to harm but like a surgeon’s scalpel, to save. Just as a builder knows
his tools and an artist knows his brushes and pens, we need to know the Bible.” Greg Laurie
119:18 “Ignorance of the nature and design of the Law is at the bottom of most religious mistakes.” John Newton
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vanity; and quicken me in your way.
38 Establish your word unto your servant, who is devoted to your fear.
39 Turn away my reproach which I fear:
for your judgments are good.
40 Behold, I have longed after your precepts: quicken me in your righteousness.
41 Let your mercies come also unto me,
O LORD, even your salvation, according
to your word.
42 So shall I have wherewith to answer
him that reproaches me: for I trust in your
word.
43 And take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth; for I have hoped
in your judgments.

❝

If you pick up a dog and make him
prosperous, he will not bite you. This is
the principal difference between a dog
and a man.
MARK TWAIN

❞

44 So shall I keep your law continually
for ever and ever.
45 And I will walk at liberty: for I seek
your precepts.
46 I will speak of your testimonies also
before kings, and will not be ashamed.
47 And I will delight myself in your
commandments, which I have loved.
48 My hands also will I lift up unto your
commandments, which I have loved; and
I will meditate in your statutes.
49 Remember the word unto your servant, upon which you have caused me to
hope.
50 This is my comfort in my affliction:
for your word has quickened me.
51 The proud have had me greatly in derision: yet have I not declined from your
law.
52 I remembered your judgments of old,
O LORD; and have comforted myself.
53 Horror has taken hold upon me be-

cause of the wicked that forsake your law.
54 Your statutes have been my songs in
the house of my pilgrimage.
55 I have remembered your name, O
LORD, in the night, and have kept your
law.
56 This I had, because I kept your precepts.
57 You are my portion, O LORD: I have
said that I would keep your words.
58 I entreated your favor with my whole
heart: be merciful unto me according to
your word.
59 I thought on my ways, and turned
my feet unto your testimonies.
60 I made haste, and delayed not to keep
your commandments.
61 The bands of the wicked have robbed
me: but I have not forgotten your law.
62 At midnight I will rise to give thanks
unto you because of your righteous judgments.
63 I am a companion of all them that fear
you, and of them that keep your precepts.
64 The earth, O LORD, is full of your
mercy: teach me your statutes.
65 You have dealt well with your servant,
O LORD, according unto your word.
66 Teach me good judgment and knowledge: for I have believed your commandments.
67 Before I was afflicted I went astray:
but now have I kept your word.
68 You are good, and do good; teach me
your statutes.
69 The proud have forged a lie against
me: but I will keep your precepts with my
whole heart.
70 Their heart is as fat as grease; but I
delight in your law.
71 It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn your statutes.
72 The law of your mouth is better unto me than thousands of gold and silver.
73 Your hands have made me and fashioned me: give me understanding, that I

119:72 “A thorough knowledge of the Bible is worth more than a college education.” Theodore
Roosevelt
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“Hold fast to the Bible as the sheet anchor
of your liberties; write its precepts in your
hearts, and practice them in your lives.”

Ulysses S. Grant
may learn your commandments.
74 They that fear you will be glad when
they see me; because I have hoped in your
word.
75 I know, O LORD, that your judgments
are right, and that you in faithfulness
have afflicted me.
76 Let, I pray you, your merciful kindness be for my comfort, according to your
word unto your servant.
77 Let your tender mercies come unto
me, that I may live: for your law is my delight.
78 Let the proud be ashamed; for they
dealt perversely with me without a cause:
but I will meditate in your precepts.
79 Let those that fear you turn unto me,
and those that have known your testimonies.
80 Let my heart be sound in your statutes; that I be not ashamed.
81 My soul faints for your salvation: but
I hope in your word.
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82 My eyes fail for your word, saying,
When will you comfort me?
83 For I am become like a bottle in the
smoke; yet do I not forget your statutes.
84 How many are the days of your servant? when will you execute judgment on
them that persecute me?
85 The proud have digged pits for me,
which are not after your law.
86 All your commandments are faithful:
they persecute me wrongfully; help me.
87 They had almost consumed me upon earth; but I forsook not your precepts.
88 Quicken me after your lovingkindness; so shall I keep the testimony of your
mouth.
89 For ever, O LORD, your word is settled in heaven.
90 Your faithfulness is unto all generations: you have established the earth, and
it abides.
91 They continue this day according to
your ordinances: for all are your servants.
92 Unless your law had been my delights, I should then have perished in my
affliction.
93 I will never forget your precepts: for
with them you have quickened me.
94 I am yours, save me: for I have sought
your precepts.
95 The wicked have waited for me to destroy me: but I will consider your testimonies.
96 I have seen an end of all perfection:
but your commandment is exceeding
broad.
97 O how I love your law! it is my meditation all the day.
98 You through your commandments
have made me wiser than my enemies: for
they are ever with me.
99 I have more understanding than all
my teachers: for your testimonies are my
meditation.
100 I understand more than the ancients,
because I keep your precepts.

119:97 “If there is anything in my thoughts or style to commend, the credit is due to my parents
for instilling in me an early love of the Scriptures.” Daniel Webster
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101 I have refrained my feet from every
evil way, that I might keep your word.
102 I have not departed from your judgments: for you have taught me.
103 How sweet are your words unto my
taste! yes, sweeter than honey to my
mouth!
104 Through your precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way.
105 Your word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path.
106 I have sworn, and I will perform it,
that I will keep your righteous judgments.
107 I am afflicted very much: quicken
me, O LORD, according unto your word.
108 Accept, I beseech you, the freewill
offerings of my mouth, O LORD, and teach
me your judgments.
109 My soul is continually in my hand:
yet do I not forget your law.
110 The wicked have laid a snare for me:
yet I erred not from your precepts.
111 Your testimonies have I taken as an
heritage for ever: for they are the rejoicing
of my heart.
112 I have inclined my heart to perform
your statutes always, even unto the end.
113 I hate vain thoughts: but your law
do I love.
114 You are my hiding place and my
shield: I hope in your word.
115 Depart from me, you evildoers: for I
will keep the commandments of my God.
116 Uphold me according unto your
word, that I may live: and let me not be
ashamed of my hope.
117 Hold me up, and I shall be safe: and I
will have respect unto your statutes continually.
118 You have trodden down all them that
err from your statutes: for their deceit is

falsehood.
119 You put away all the wicked of the
earth like dross: therefore I love your testimonies.
120 My flesh trembles for fear of you;
and I am afraid of your judgments.
121 I have done judgment and justice:
leave me not to my oppressors.
122 Be surety for your servant for good:
let not the proud oppress me.
123 My eyes fail for your salvation, and
for the word of your righteousness.
124 Deal with your servant according unto your mercy, and teach me your statutes.
125 I am your servant; give me understanding, that I may know your testimonies.
126 It is time for you, LORD, to work: for
they have made void your law.
127 Therefore I love your commandments
above gold; yes, above fine gold.
128 Therefore I esteem all your precepts
concerning all things to be right; and I
hate every false way.
129 Your testimonies are wonderful:
therefore does my soul keep them.
130 The entrance of your words gives
light; it gives understanding unto the
simple.
131 I opened my mouth, and panted: for
I longed for your commandments.
132 Look upon me, and be merciful
unto me, as you used to do unto those that
love your name.
133 Order my steps in your word: and
let not any iniquity have dominion over
me.
134 Deliver me from the oppression of
man: so will I keep your precepts.
135 Make your face to shine upon your
servant; and teach me your statutes.

119:104 “But for this Book [the Bible], we could not know right from wrong . . . Take all you can
of this Book upon reason, and the balance on faith, and you will live and die a happier man.”
Abraham Lincoln
119:128 This verse covers all of God’s judgments over sinners—harsh though they may seem to
our darkened minds.
119:133 Sin may beset the Christian, but those whose steps are in God’s Word prevent sin from
having dominion over them. See Romans 6:12–18.
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119:105
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The Bible Stands Alone

Compiled by Jordan and Justin Drake
In 1889 a schoolteacher told a ten-year-old
boy, “You will never amount to very much.”
That boy was Albert Einstein. In 1954 a music
manager told a young singer, “You ought to
go back to driving a truck.” That singer was
Elvis Presley. In 1962 a record company told a
group of singers, “We don’t like your sound.
Groups with guitars are definitely on their way
out.” They said that to the Beatles. Man is
prone to make mistakes. Those who reject the
Bible should take the time to look at the evidence before they come to a verdict.
1. It is unique in its continuity. If just 10
people today were picked who were from the
same place, born around the same time, spoke
the same language, and made about the same
amount of money, and were asked to write
on just one controversial subject, they would
have trouble agreeing with each other. But
the Bible stands alone. It was written over a
period of 1,600 years by more than 40 writers
from all walks of life. Some were fishermen;
some were politicians. Others were generals
or kings, shepherds or historians. They were
from three different continents, and wrote in
three different languages. They wrote on hundreds of controversial subjects yet they wrote
with agreement and harmony. They wrote in
dungeons, in temples, on beaches, and on
hillsides, during peacetime and during war.
Yet their words sound like they came from the
same source. So even though 10 people today
couldn’t write on one controversial subject and
agree, God picked 40 different people to write
the Bible—and it stands the test of time.
2. It is unique in its circulation. The invention of the printing press in 1450 made it
possible to print books in large quantities. The
first book printed was the Bible. Since then,
the Bible has been read by more people and
printed more times than any other book in
history. By 1930, over one billion Bibles had
been distributed by Bible societies around the
world. By 1977, Bible societies alone were
printing over 200 million Bibles each year, and
this doesn’t include the rest of the Bible publishing companies. No one who is interested in
knowing the truth can ignore such an important book.

3. It is unique in its translation. The Bible
has been translated into over 1,400 languages.
No other book even comes close.
4. It is unique in its survival. In ancient
times, books were copied by hand onto manuscripts which were made from parchment
and would decay over time. Ancient books are
available today only because someone made
copies of the originals to preserve them. For
example, the original writings of Julius Caesar
are no longer around. We know what he
wrote only by the copies we have. Only 10
copies still exist, and they were made 1,000
years after he died. Only 600 copies of Homer’s The Iliad exist, made 1,300 years after
the originals were written. No other book has
as many copies of the ancient manuscripts as
the Bible. In fact, there are over 24,000 copies
of New Testament manuscripts, some written
within 35 years of the writer’s death.
5. It is unique in withstanding attack.
No other book has been so attacked throughout history as the Bible. In A.D. 300 the Roman
emperor Diocletian ordered every Bible burned
because he thought that by destroying the
Scriptures he could destroy Christianity. Anyone caught with a Bible would be executed.
But just 25 years later, the Roman emperor
Constantine ordered that 50 perfect copies of
the Bible be made at government expense.
The French philosopher Voltaire, a skeptic who
destroyed the faith of many people, boasted
that within 100 years of his death, the Bible
would disappear from the face of the earth.
Voltaire died in 1728, but the Bible lives on.
The irony of history is that 50 years after his
death, the Geneva Bible Society moved into
his former house and used his printing presses
to print thousands of Bibles.
The Bible has also
survived criticism. No
book has been more
attacked for its accuracy. And yet archeologists are proving every
year that the Bible’s detailed descriptions of historic events are correct.
See Matthew 4:4 and
1 Peter 1:25 footnotes.
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O

119:160

“The Bible has changed down
through the ages.”

No, it hasn’t. God has preserved His Word. In the spring of 1947,
the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered. These manuscripts were
copies of large portions of the Old Testament, a thousand years
older than any other existing copies. Study of the scrolls has revealed that the Bible hasn’t
changed in content down through the ages as many skeptics had surmised. (See 1 Peter 1:25
footnote.)
Anyone can now obtain access to computer programs that give the original Hebrew and
Greek words, and the only “changes” have been made for clarity. For example, the old English
translation of 2 Corinthians 12:8 is “For this thing I besought the Lord thrice . . . ,” while a contemporary translation is “Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times . . . ”

136 Rivers of waters run down my eyes,
because they keep not your law.
137 Righteous are you, O LORD, and upright are your judgments.
138 Your testimonies that you have commanded are righteous and very faithful.
139 My zeal has consumed me, because
my enemies have forgotten your words.
140 Your word is very pure: therefore
your servant loves it.
141 I am small and despised: yet do not
I forget your precepts.
142 Your righteousness is an everlasting
righteousness, and your law is the truth.
143 Trouble and anguish have taken
hold on me: yet your commandments are
my delights.
144 The righteousness of your testimonies is everlasting: give me understanding, and I shall live.
145 I cried with my whole heart; hear
me, O LORD: I will keep your statutes.
146 I cried unto you; save me, and I shall
keep your testimonies.
147 I prevented the dawning of the morning, and cried: I hoped in your word.
148 My eyes prevent the night watches,
that I might meditate in your word.

149 Hear my voice according unto your
lovingkindness: O LORD, quicken me according to your judgment.
150 They draw near that follow after mischief: they are far from your law.
151 You are near, O LORD; and all your
commandments are truth.
152 Concerning your testimonies, I have
known of old that you have founded them
for ever.
153 Consider my affliction, and deliver
me: for I do not forget your law.
154 Plead my cause, and deliver me:
quicken me according to your word.
155 Salvation is far from the wicked: for
they seek not your statutes.
156 Great are your tender mercies, O
LORD: quicken me according to your judgments.
157 Many are my persecutors and my
enemies; yet do I not decline from your
testimonies.
158 I beheld the transgressors, and was
grieved; because they kept not your word.
159 Consider how I love your precepts:
quicken me, O LORD, according to your
lovingkindness.
160 Your word is true from the begin-

119:136 “And you, too, who are moral enough in your conversation, and regular in your attendance on the outward forms of religion, you who never weep over sinners, you who never pray for
them, you who never speak to them, you who leave all that to your minister, and think you have
nothing to do with it, the voice of your brother’s blood crieth from the ground to heaven.” Charles
Spurgeon
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FOR

PREACHING

Psalm 121
AND

WITNESSING

The Bible and All It Contains
A young man once received a letter from a lawyer stating that his grandmother had
left him an inheritance. To his astonishment, it was $50,000 plus “my Bible and all it

contains.”
The youth was delighted to receive the money. However, he knew what the Bible contained,
and because he wasn’t into religion he didn’t bother to open it. Instead, he put it on a high shelf.
He gambled the $50,000, and over the next fifty years he lived as a pauper, scraping for
every meal. Finally he became so destitute, he had to move in with his relatives.
When he cleaned out his room, he reached up to get the dusty old Bible from the shelf. As
he took it down, his trembling hands dropped it onto the floor, flinging it open to reveal a $100
bill between every page.
The man had lived as a pauper, simply because of his prejudice. He thought he knew what
the Bible “contained.”

ning: and every one of your righteous
judgments endures for ever.
161 Princes have persecuted me without
a cause: but my heart stands in awe of your
word.
162 I rejoice at your word, as one that
finds great spoil.
163 I hate and abhor lying: but your law
do I love.
164 Seven times a day do I praise you because of your righteous judgments.
165 Great peace have they which love
your law: and nothing shall offend them.
166 LORD, I have hoped for your salvation, and done your commandments.
167 My soul has kept your testimonies;
and I love them exceedingly.
168 I have kept your precepts and your
testimonies: for all my ways are before you.
169 Let my cry come near before you,
O LORD: give me understanding according to your word.
170 Let my supplication come before
you: deliver me according to your word.
171 My lips shall utter praise, when you
have taught me your statutes.
172 My tongue shall speak of your word:
for all your commandments are righteousness.
173 Let your hand help me; for I have
chosen your precepts.
174 I have longed for your salvation, O
LORD; and your law is my delight.
175 Let my soul live, and it shall praise

you; and let your judgments help me.
176 I have gone astray like a lost sheep;
seek your servant; for I do not forget your
commandments.
PSALM 120
N my distress I cried unto the LORD,
and he heard me.
2 Deliver my soul, O LORD, from lying
lips, and from a deceitful tongue.
3 What shall be given unto you? or what
shall be done unto you, you false tongue?
4 Sharp arrows of the mighty, with coals
of juniper.
5 Woe is me, that I sojourn in Mesech,
that I dwell in the tents of Kedar!
6 My soul has long dwelt with him that
hates peace.
7 I am for peace: but when I speak, they
are for war.

I

PSALM 121
WILL lift up my eyes unto the hills,
from whence comes my help.
2 My help comes from the LORD, which
made heaven and earth.
3 He will not suffer your foot to be moved:
he that keeps you will not slumber.
4 Behold, he that keeps Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.
5 The LORD is your keeper: the LORD is
your shade upon your right hand.
6 The sun shall not smite you by day, nor
the moon by night.

I

Psalm 121

104

7 The LORD shall preserve you from all
evil: he shall preserve your soul.
8 The LORD shall preserve your going
out and your coming in from this time
forth, and even for evermore.
PSALM 122
WAS glad when they said unto me,
Let us go into the house of the LORD.
2 Our feet shall stand within your gates,
O Jerusalem.
3 Jerusalem is builds as a city that is compact together:
4 Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of
the LORD, unto the testimony of Israel, to
give thanks unto the name of the LORD.
5 For there are set thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.

I

❝

❞

What health is to the heart, holiness is
to the soul.
JOHN FLAVEL

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they
shall prosper that love you.
7 Peace be within your walls, and prosperity within your palaces.
8 For my brethren and companions’ sakes,
I will now say, Peace be within you.
9 Because of the house of the LORD our
God I will seek your good.
PSALM 123
NTO you lift I up my eyes, O you
that dwells in the heavens.
2 Behold, as the eyes of servants look
unto the hand of their masters, and as the
eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her
mistress; so our eyes wait upon the Lord
our God, until that he have mercy upon
us.
3 Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have
mercy upon us: for we are exceedingly
filled with contempt.

U

4 Our soul is exceedingly filled with the
scorning of those that are at ease, and with
the contempt of the proud.
PSALM 124
F it had not been the LORD who was on
our side, now may Israel say;
2 If it had not been the LORD who was
on our side, when men rose up against us:
3 Then they had swallowed us up quick,
when their wrath was kindled against us:
4 Then the waters had overwhelmed us,
the stream had gone over our soul:
5 Then the proud waters had gone over
our soul.
6 Blessed be the LORD, who has not given us as a prey to their teeth.
7 Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the
snare of the fowlers: the snare is broken,
and we are escaped.
8 Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.

I

PSALM 125
HEY that trust in the LORD shall be
as mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abides for ever.
2 As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the LORD is round about his
people from henceforth even for ever.
3 For the rod of the wicked shall not rest
upon the lot of the righteous; lest the
righteous put forth their hands unto iniquity.
4 Do good, O LORD, unto those that be
good, and to them that are upright in their
hearts.
5 As for such as turn aside unto their
crooked ways, the LORD shall lead them
forth with the workers of iniquity: but
peace shall be upon Israel.

T

W

PSALM 126
HEN the LORD turned again the
captivity of Zion, we were like them

125:1 If we are “moved” by adversity, it is because we lack trust in the Lord. The amount of joy
we retain in tribulation reveals the depth of our trust in God. The apostle Paul said, “I am exceeding
joyful in all our tribulation” (2 Corinthians 7:4).

