2 Peter

CHAPTER 1

IMON Peter, a servant and an apostle

of Jesus Christ, to them that have ob-
tained like precious faith with us through
the righteousness of God and our Savior
Jesus Christ:
2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you
through the knowledge of God, and of
Jesus our Lord,
3 According as his divine power has given
to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him
that has called us to glory and virtue:
4 Whereby are given to us exceeding
great and precious promises: that by these
you might be partakers of the divine na-
ture, having escaped the corruption that
is in the world through lust.
5 And beside this, giving all diligence,
add to your faith virtue; and to virtue
knowledge;
6 And to knowledge temperance; and to
temperance patience; and to patience god-
liness;
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness;
and to brotherly kindness charity.
8 For if these things be in you, and
abound, they make you that you shall
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9 But he that lacks these things is blind,
and cannot see afar off, and has forgot-
ten that he was purged from his old sins.
10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give
diligence to make your calling and elec-
tion sure: for if you do these things, you
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shall never fall:

11 For so an entrance shall be ministered
to you abundantly into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to
put you always in remembrance of these
things, though you know them, and be es-
tablished in the present truth.

13 Yes, I think it meet, as long as I am in
this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting
you in remembrance;

14 Knowing that shortly I must put off
this my tabernacle, even as our Lord
Jesus Christ has showed me.

15 Moreover I will endeavour that you
may be able after my decease to have these
things always in remembrance.

16 For we have not followed cunningly
devised fables, when we made known to
you the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his
majesty.

17 For he received from God the Father
honor and glory, when there came such
a voice to him from the excellent glory,
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.

18 And this voice which came from heav-
en we heard, when we were with him in
the holy mount.

19 We have also a more sure word of
prophecy; whereunto you do well that you
take heed, as to a light that shines in a dark
place, until the day dawn, and the day star
arise in your hearts:
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2 Peter 1

QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

1:21

Absolutely. When you write a letter, do you write the letter, or does
the pen? Obviously you do; the pen is merely the instrument you use.
God used men as instruments to write His “letter” to humanity. They
ranged from kings to common fishermen, but the 66 books of the Bible

“Didn’t men write the Bible?”
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were all given by inspiration of God. Proof that this Book is supernatural can been seen with a
quick study of its prophecies. See Psalm 119:105 footnote.

20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy
of the scripture is of any private interpre-
tation.

21 For the prophecy came not in old time
by the will of man: but holy men of God
spoke as they were moved by the Holy
Spirit.

CHAPTER 2

UT there were false prophets also

among the people, even as there shall
be false teachers among you, who pri-
vately shall bring in damnable heresies,
even denying the Lord that bought them,
and bring upon themselves swift de-
struction.
2 And many shall follow their pernicious
ways; by reason of whom the way of truth
shall be evil spoken of.

3 And through covetousness shall they
with feigned words make merchandise of
you: whose judgment now of a long time
lingers not, and their damnation slum-
bers not.

4 For if God spared not the angels that
sinned, but cast them down to hell, and
delivered them into chains of darkness, to
be reserved to judgment;

5 And spared not the old world, but
saved Noah the eighth person, a preach-
er of righteousness, bringing in the flood
upon the world of the ungodly;

6 And turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrha into ashes condemned them
with an overthrow, making them an en-
sample to those that after should live un-
godly;

7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the

1:19 Itis important to point out that it isn't the Bible that converts people. The first Christians did-
n't have the Bible as we know it. The New Testament hadn’t been compiled, and there was no
such thing as the printing press. Besides, many couldn’t read. Rather, they were converted by the
spoken message of the gospel. It is the gospel that is “the power of God to salvation” (Romans
1:16). Until God gives light to His Word, it will remain a dry history book to its reader.

1:21 "The idea conveyed is that just as the wind controls the sails of a boat, so also the breath of
God controlled the writers of the Bible. The end result was exactly what God intended.” Josh
McDowvell

2:4,5,9 Judgment Day: For verses that warn of its reality, see 2 Peter 3:7.

2:5 The Bible’s fascinating facts. In Genesis 6, God gave Noah the dimensions of the 1.5 mil-
lion cubic foot ark he was to build. In 1609 at Hoorn in Holland, a ship was built after that same
pattern, revolutionizing shipbuilding. By 1900 every large ship on the high seas was inclined toward
the proportions of the ark (as verified by “Lloyd’s Register of Shipping” in the World Almanac).

2:6-8 Witnessing to homosexuals. | had an angry lesbian heckle me one Friday night while
speaking in Santa Monica in front of a large crowd. | was so pleased to have the Law of God as a
weapon. When she insisted that she was born with homosexual desires, | told her that | was too. |
was born with a capacity to be a homosexual, to fornicate, commit adultery, lie, and steal. | said
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filthy conversation of the wicked:

8 (For that righteous man dwelling among
them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his
righteous soul from day to day with their
unlawful deeds;)

9 The Lord knows how to deliver the
godly out of temptations, and to reserve
the unjust to the day of judgment to be
punished:

10 But chiefly them that walk after the
flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and de-
spise government. Presumptuous are they,
self-willed, they are not afraid to speak
evil of dignities.

11 Whereas angels, which are greater in
power and might, bring not railing accu-
sation against them before the Lord.

12 But these, as natural brute beasts,
made to be taken and destroyed, speak
evil of the things that they understand
not; and shall utterly perish in their own
corruption;

13 And shall receive the reward of un-
righteousness, as they that count it plea-
sure to riot in the day time. Spots they are
and blemishes, sporting themselves with
their own deceivings while they feast with
you,

14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that
cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable
souls: an heart they have exercised with
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covetous practices; cursed children:

15 Which have forsaken the right way,
and are gone astray, following the way of
Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the
wages of unrighteousness;

16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the
dumb ass speaking with man’s voice for-
bad the madness of the prophet.

| believe that the most damnable thing
a man can do is to preach the gospel
merely as an actor and turn the wor-
ship of God into a kind of theatrical
performance.

CHARLES SPURGEON

17 These are wells without water, clouds
that are carried with a tempest; to whom
the mist of darkness is reserved for ever.
18 For when they speak great swelling
words of vanity, they allure through the
lusts of the flesh, through much wanton-
ness, those that were clean escaped from
them who live in error.

19 While they promise them liberty,
they themselves are the servants of cor-
ruption: for of whom a man is overcome,
of the same is he brought in bondage.

20 For if after they have escaped the
pollutions of the world through the knowl-

that it was called 'sin,” and that we all had it in our nature. It diffused her intent on making me
seem like a ‘gay-basher.’ | could see the frustration on her face when she wasn't able to take the
discourse in the direction she wanted. Instead of seeming the poor victim, she found herself in the

public hot-seat of having sinned against God.

The way to witness to a homosexual is simply to follow the biblical guidelines and use the Law.

See Matthew 19:17-22 footnote.

2:9 Using a Survey to Share Your Faith. Begin by asking: “Do you have a moment to answer a

couple of quick questions for a survey?”

1) Do you believe in the existence of any type of God or Higher Power? (Yes___ No___)

2) If there truly was a coming Day of Judgment when God would give every person either
everlasting life or everlasting punishment, do you think it would be important for people to
know what they would need to do to receive everlasting life? (Yes___ No__)

3) If there truly was a coming Day of Judgment, do you think you would know how a per-
son could receive everlasting life? (Yes___ No___) If so, how?

2:14 These workers of iniquity violate God's Law by transgressing the Seventh and Tenth Com-

mandments.
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edge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
they are again entangled therein, and over-
come, the latter end is worse with them
than the beginning.

21 For it had been better for them not
to have known the way of righteousness,
than, after they have known it, to turn
from the holy commandment delivered
to them.

22 But it is happened to them accord-
ing to the true proverb, The dog is turned
to his own vomit again; and the sow that
was washed to her wallowing in the mire.

CHAPTER 3
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your pure minds by way of remembrance:
2 That you may be mindful of the words
which were spoken before by the holy
prophets, and of the commandment of us
the apostles of the Lord and Savior:

3 Knowing this first, that there shall come
in the last days scoffers, walking after
their own lusts,

4 And saying, Where is the promise of
his coming? for since the fathers fell
asleep, all things continue as they were
from the beginning of the creation.

5 For this they willingly are ignorant of,
that by the word of God the heavens were
of old, and the earth standing out of the

water and in the water:
6 Whereby the world that then was, be-

HIS second epistle, beloved, I now
write to you; in both which I stir up

2:21 When sinners make professions of faith and refuse to have any regard for God's Moral Law,
their latter end becomes worse than the first. They fall away and become hardened (inoculated)
against the truth. It would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness
(the gospel) than, after they have known it, to turn from the “holy commandment” (the Moral Law).

The Law cannot condemn the Christian (Romans 8:1), but those who are truly converted will
not transgress its precepts. Those who do, prove to be “workers of iniquity” (lawlessness). See
Matthew 7:21-23. This is why we must thunder out the precepts of God's Law before we offer sin-
ners the pardon of the gospel. If they don’t see the serious nature of sin, they will still toy with its
pleasures after they make a profession of faith.

2:22 Some argue that sins such as pornography are wrong because they are “harmful to society.”
However, you have more chance of convincing a pig that the mud in which he wallows is harmful
to him. The reason he wallows is to cool his flesh. The only practical way to stop a pig wallowing in
the mire is to kill him. That's the function of the Law: it nails the sin-loving sinner to the cross. It
deals directly with the sinful nature. Sin is wrong not because it's harmful to society—it is wrong
because God says that it's wrong.

3:3 Signs of the end times (combined from Matthew 24; Mark 13; Luke 21; 1 Timothy 4; and 2
Timothy 3): There will be false Christs; wars and rumors of wars; nation rising against nation;
famines; disease (pestilence); false prophets who will deceive many; and lawlessness (forsaking of
the Ten Commandments). The gospel will be preached in all the world. There will be earthquakes
in various places; signs from heaven (in the sun, moon, and stars); and persecution against
Christians in all nations. Men’s hearts will fail them for fear of the future; they will be selfish, mate-
rialistic, arrogant, proud. Homosexuality will increase; there will be blasphemy; cold-heartedness; in-
temperance; brutality; rebellious youth; hatred of those who stand up for righteousness; ungodli-
ness; pleasure-seeking; much hypocrisy. False Bible teachers will have many followers, be money-
hungry, and slander the Christian faith (2 Peter 2:1-3).

Men will scoff and say that there was no such thing as the flood of Noah and that these “signs”
have always been around. Their motivation for hating the truth will be their love of lust (2 Peter
3:1-7). The Scriptures tell us that they make one big mistake. Their understanding of God is erro-
neous. They don’t understand that God's time frame is not the same as ours. They think (in their ig-
norance) that God's continued silence means that He doesn’t see their sins. In truth, He is merely
holding back His wrath, waiting for them to repent and escape the damnation of hell.

Jesus warned that the sign to look for was the repossession of Jerusalem by the Jews. That hap-
pened in 1967, after 2,000 years, bringing into culmination all the signs of the times.
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QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

2 Peter 3

__ “The number of fossils in some areas is enormous.
336 How could earth have supported all those creatures

at the same time?”

This question shows a common false assumption that many people make. They assume the
earth today is the same as it has always been. Today's earth is seventy percent under water.
There are scriptural and scientific indications that the pre-Flood world had greater air pressure,
higher percentages of oxygen and carbon dioxide, much more land (above sea level), less water
(on the earth’s surface), and a canopy of water to filter out the harmful effects of the sun. This
would cause there to be many times more plants and animals on the earth than there are today.
The added air pressure would diffuse more gasses into the water and support a much greater
fish population. Aquatic plant life per cubic mile would multiply also.

Second Peter 3 tells us that the scoffers in the last days will be willingly ignorant of how God
created the heavens and the earth. They would also be ignorant of the Flood. These two great
events must be considered before making any statements about the conditions on earth today.
Only about three percent of the earth today is habitable for man. The rest is under water, ice,

deserts, mountains, etc. If the earth before the Flood were, say, sev-
enty percent habitable, it could have supported a huge population.
The vast amount and worldwide distribution of fossils shows that
the Flood was global and that God hates sin enough to judge the

entire world.” Dr. Kent Hovind

“About 85% of the rock surface around the world is made up of
sedimentary rock, indicating that at some time in the past, the
world was covered by water.” Peter and Paul Lalonde, 301 Startling

Proofs & Prophecies

ing overflowed with water, perished:

7 But the heavens and the earth, which
are now, by the same word are kept in
store, reserved to fire against the day of
judgment and perdition of ungodly men.
8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this
one thing, that one day is with the Lord
as a thousand years, and a thousand
years as one day.

9 The Lord is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count slackness;
but is longsuffering to us-ward, not will-
ing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance.

10 But the day of the Lord will come as

a thief in the night; in the which the
heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with
fervent heat, the earth also and the
works that are therein shall be burned
up.

11 Seeing then that all these things shall
be dissolved, what manner of persons
ought you to be in all holy conversation
and godliness,

12 Looking for and hastening to the com-
ing of the day of God, wherein the heav-
ens being on fire shall be dissolved, and
the elements shall melt with fervent heat?
13 Nevertheless we, according to his

3:6 Peter believed the Genesis account of Noah's Flood.

3:7 Judgment Day: For verses that warn of its reality, see Jude 14,15.

3:8 Because God is eternal and outside of the dimension of time, to Him one day is the same as a
thousand years. In the same way, a person who is in space, outside of the influence of gravity, will
find that one ounce is the same as a thousand pounds.

3:9 Salvation is possible for every person. See John 3:16,17.
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39 “Why does God allow evil?”

Why does God allow evil men and women to live? Should He instead kill
them before they do evil deeds? Should He judge murderers and rapists
now? What about thieves and liars, adulterers, fornicators, those who
lust, and those who hate? If God judged evil today, all unconverted men
and women would perish under His wrath. Thank God that He is patiently waiting for them to
turn to the Savior and be saved from His terrible wrath.

promise, look for new heavens and a new i -

earth, wherein dwells righteousness. (% W /
14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that you e

look for such things, be diligent that you

may be found of him in peace, without

spot, and blameless. %M &
15 And account that the longsuffering
of our Lord is salvation; even as our be-

loved brother Paul also according to the WMM
wisdom given to him has written to you;

16 Asalso in all his epistles, speaking in

them of these things; in which are some M
things hard to be understood, which they V224 i

that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as
they do also the other scriptures, to their
own destruction.

17 You therefore, beloved, seeing you
know these things before, beware lest
you also, being led away with the error J

of the wicked, fall from your own stead- S,
fastness.

18 But grow in grace, and in the knowl- W
edge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. ym :

To him be glory both now and for ever.

Amen. GEORGE WASHINGTON

4
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3:16 Never feel as though you have to be able to explain every Bible verse. Ever Peter admits that
some things Paul wrote are hard to understand. In doing so, he also puts his seal of approval on the
fact that Paul’s letters were not the mere writings of a man, but “Scriptures.”



