
PAUL, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and
Timothy our brother, to Philemon

our dearly beloved, and fellow-laborer,
2 And to our beloved Apphia, and Ar-
chippus our fellow-soldier, and to the
church in your house:
3 Grace to you, and peace, from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4 I thank my God, making mention of you
always in my prayers,
5 Hearing of your love and faith, which you
have toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all
saints;
6 That the communication of your faith
may become effectual by the acknowledg-
ing of every good thing which is in you in
Christ Jesus.
7 For we have great joy and consolation
in your love, because the bowels of the
saints are refreshed by you, brother.
8 Wherefore, though I might be much
bold in Christ to enjoin you that which
is convenient,
9 Yet for love’s sake I rather beseech you,
being such an one as Paul the aged, and
now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ.
10 I beseech you for my son Onesimus,

whom I have begotten in my bonds:
11 Which in time past was to you un-
profitable, but now profitable to you and
to me:
12 Whom I have sent again: therefore
receive him, that is, mine own bowels:
13 Whom I would have retained with
me, that in your stead he might have
ministered to me in the bonds of the gos-
pel:
14 But without your mind would I do
nothing; that your benefit should not be
as it were of necessity, but willingly.
15 For perhaps he therefore departed
for a season, that you should receive him
for ever;
16 Not now as a servant, but above a
servant, a brother beloved, specially to
me, but how much more to you, both in
the flesh, and in the Lord?
17 If you count me therefore a partner,
receive him as myself.
18 If he has wronged you, or owes you
anything, put that on my account;
19 I Paul have written it with mine own
hand, I will repay it: albeit I do not say
to you how you owe to me even your own
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4–6 For the “communication” of our faith to be “effectual” (active, operative, and powerful), we
must not confine our love to the Lord Jesus and the saints. Philemon's love went beyond the walls
of the church building. He communicated his faith. This is what made Paul prayerfully thankful. 

11 Now that the runaway slave was a Christian, upon return to Philemon he would be “profit-
able.” The world gains unspeakable profit from the presence of Christians. People who once were
filled with corruption, upon conversion live as law-abiding, useful members of society. Onesimus
(“useful”) would be a faithful servant for God’s kingdom. He would work not only for his earthly
master, but also for his heavenly Master, to whom he had submitted himself as a willing slave.

569



self besides.
20 Yes, brother, let me have joy of you in
the Lord: refresh my bowels in the Lord.
21 Having confidence in your obedience
I wrote to you, knowing that you will al-
so do more than I say.
22 But withal prepare me also a lodg-
ing: for I trust that through your prayers
I shall be given to you.
23 There salute you Epaphras, my fellow-
prisoner in Christ Jesus;
24 Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas,
my fellow-laborers.
25 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with your spirit. Amen.

. . . . . .
For untrue things the world says, 
see 1 Corinthians 3:19 footnote.

. . . . . .
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“The Bible is the best book in the world. It con-
tains more than all the libraries I have seen.”

John Adams

“Here is a Book worth more than all the other
books which were ever printed.” Patrick Henry

“That book, Sir, is the Rock upon which our
republic rests.” Andrew Jackson

“The more profoundly we study this wonder-
ful Book, and the more closely we observe its
divine precepts, the better citizens
we will become and the higher will
be our destiny as a nation.” William
McKinley

“The best religion the world has
ever known is the religion of the
Bible. It builds up all that is good.”
Rutherford B. Hayes

“There are a good many problems before the
American people today, and before me as
President, but I expect to find the solution of
those problems just in the proportion that I
am faithful in the study of the Word of God.”
Woodrow Wilson

“The whole inspiration of our civilization
springs from the teachings of Christ and the
lessons of the prophets. To read the Bible for
these fundamentals is a necessity of American
life.” Herbert Hoover

“I say to you, Search the Scriptures! The Bible

is the book of all others, to be read at all ages,
and in all conditions of human life; not to be
read once or twice or thrice through, and then
laid aside, but to be read in small portions of
one or two chapters every day, and never to
be intermitted, unless by some overruling ne-
cessity.” John Quincy Adams

“We cannot read the history of our
rise and development as a nation,
without reckoning the place the
Bible has occupied in shaping the
advances of the Republic.” Franklin
D. Roosevelt

“Within the covers of the Bible are
all the answers for all the problems

men face. The Bible can touch hearts, order
minds and refresh souls.” Ronald Reagan

“In all my perplexities and distresses, the Bible
has never failed to give me light and strength.”
Robert E. Lee

“I have read the Bible through many times,
and now make it a practice to read it through
once every year. It is a book of all others for
lawyers, as well as divines; and I pity the man
who cannot find in it a rich supply of thought
and of rules for conduct. It fits a man for life
—it prepares him for death.” Daniel Webster
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