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CHAPTER 1
N the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word
was God.
2 The same was in the beginning with
God.
3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was
made.
4 In him was life; and the life was the
light of men.
5 And the light shines in darkness; and
the darkness comprehended it not.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose
name was John.
7 The same came for a witness, to bear
witness of the Light, that all men through
him might believe.
8 He was not that Light, but was sent to

I

bear witness of that Light.
9 That was the true Light, which lights
every man that comes into the world.
10 He was in the world, and the world
was made by him, and the world knew
him not.
11 He came to his own, and his own received him not.
12 But as many as received him, to
them gave he power to become the sons
of God, even to them that believe on his
name:
13 Which were born, not of blood, nor
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will
of man, but of God.
14 And the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

1:3,4 Rejection of the Bible’s account of creation as given in the Book of Genesis could rightly be
called “Genecide,” because it eradicated man’s purpose of existence and left a whole generation
with no certainty as to its beginning. Consequently, theories and tales of our origin have crept like
primeval slime from the minds of those who don’t know God. This intellectual genocide has given
the godless a temporary license to labor to the extremes of their imagination, giving birth to painful
conjecture of human beginnings. They speak in speculation, the uncertain language of those who
drift aimlessly across the endless sea of secular philosophy.
The Scriptures, on the other hand, deal only with truth and certainty. They talk of fact, reality,
and purpose for man’s existence. The darkness of the raging sea of futility retreats where the lighthouse of Genesis begins.
1:9 On the Day of Judgment no one can plead ignorance. God has given light to every man. (See
also 2 Corinthians 4:6.)
1:11 Messianic prophecy fulfilled: “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not” (Isaiah 53:3). See John 1:32 footnote.
1:13 New birth—its necessity for salvation: See John 3:7.
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The “Sinner’s Prayer”—To Pray or Not To Pray?

The question often arises about what a Christian should do if someone is repentant. Should
we lead him in what’s commonly called a “sinner’s prayer” or simply instruct him to seek
after God? Perhaps the answer comes by looking to the natural realm. As long as there are
no complications when a child is born, all the
doctor needs to do is guide the head. The
same applies spiritually. When someone is
“born of God,” all we need to do is guide the
head—make sure that they understand what
they are doing.
Philip the evangelist did this with the Ethiopian eunuch. He asked him, “Do you understand what you read?” (Acts 8:30). In the
parable of the sower, the true convert (the
“good soil” hearer) is he who hears “and understands.” This understanding comes by the
Law in the hand of the Spirit (Romans 7:7). If
a sinner is ready for the Savior, it is because he
has been drawn by the Holy Spirit (John 6:44).
This is why we must be careful to allow the
Holy Spirit to do His work and not rush in

where angels fear to tread. Praying a sinner’s
prayer with someone who isn’t genuinely repentant may leave you with a stillborn in your
hands. Therefore, rather than lead him in a
prayer of repentance, it is wise to encourage
him to pray himself.
When Nathan confronted David about his
sin, he didn’t lead the king in a prayer of repentance. If a man committed adultery, and
his wife is willing to take him back, should you
have to write out an apology for him to read
to her? No. Sorrow for his betrayal of her trust
should spill from his lips. She doesn’t want eloquent words, but simply sorrow of heart. The
same applies to a prayer of repentance. The
words aren’t as important as the presence of
“godly sorrow.” The sinner should be told to
repent—to confess and forsake his sins. He
could do this as a whispered prayer, then you
could pray for him. If he’s not sure what to
say, perhaps David’s prayer of repentance
(Psalm 51) could be used as a model, but his
own words are more desirable.

15 John bare witness of him, and cried,
saying, This was he of whom I spoke, He
that comes after me is preferred before me:
for he was before me.
16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.
17 For the law was given by Moses, but
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.
18 No man has seen God at any time;
the only begotten Son, which is in the

bosom of the Father, he has declared him.
19 And this is the record of John, when
the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, Who are you?
20 And he confessed, and denied not; but
confessed, I am not the Christ.
21 And they asked him, What then? are
you Elijah? And he said, I am not. Are you
that prophet? And he answered, No.
22 Then said they to him, Who are you?

1:13 How to get false converts. Our aim should be to ensure that sinners are born of the
Spirit—of the will of God and not of the will of man. Too many of our “decisions” are not a work
of the Spirit, but a work of our sincere but manipulative practices. It is simple to secure a decision
for Jesus by using this popular method: “Do you know whether you are going to heaven when you
die? God wants you to have that assurance. All you need to do is: 1) realize that you are a sinner
(‘All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God’), and 2) believe that Jesus died on the cross
for you. Would you like me to pray with you right now so that you can give your heart to Jesus?
Then you will have the assurance that you are going to heaven when you die.” For the biblical way
to present the gospel, see John 4:7–26 footnote. For more on false converts, see Matthew 25:12
footnote.
1:17 “A wrong understanding of the harmony between Law and grace would produce ‘error on
the left and the right hand.’” John Newton
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QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

O
1:18

“I will believe if God will appear
to me.”

A proud and ignorant sinner who says this has no understanding
of the nature of His Creator. No man has ever seen the essence of
God. (When God “appeared” to certain men in the Old Testament, He manifested Himself in other forms, such as a burning
bush or “the Angel of the Lord.”) When Moses asked to see God’s glory, God told him, “I will
make all my goodness pass before you, . . . [but] you cannot see my face: for there shall no man
see me, and live” (Exodus 33:18–23). If all of God’s “goodness” were shown to a sinner, he
would instantly die. God’s “goodness” would just spill wrath upon evil man.
However, the Lord told Moses, “It shall come to pass, while my glory passes by, that I will put
you in a cleft of the rock, and will cover you with My hand while I pass by.” The only way a sinner can live in the presence of a holy God is to be hidden in the Rock of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 10:4).

that we may give an answer to them that
sent us. What do you say of yourself?
23 He said, I am the voice of one crying
in the wilderness, Make straight the way
of the Lord, as said the prophet Isaiah.
24 And they which were sent were of
the Pharisees.
25 And they asked him, and said to him,
Why do you baptize then, if you be not
that Christ, nor Elijah, neither that prophet?
26 John answered them, saying, I baptize
with water: but there stands one among
you, whom you know not;
27 He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe’s latchet I
am not worthy to unloose.
28 These things were done in Bethabara
beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing.
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming to him, and said, Behold the Lamb of
God, which takes away the sin of the
world.
30 This is he of whom I said, After me
comes a man which is preferred before
me: for he was before me.
31 And I knew him not: but that he
should be made manifest to Israel, there-

fore am I come baptizing with water.
32 And John bare record, saying, I saw
the Spirit descending from heaven like a
dove, and it abode upon him.
33 And I knew him not: but he that sent
me to baptize with water, the same said to
me, Upon whom you shall see the Spirit
descending, and remaining on him, the
same is he which baptizes with the Holy
Spirit.
34 And I saw, and bare record that this
is the Son of God.
35 Again the next day after John stood,
and two of his disciples;
36 And looking upon Jesus as he walked,
he said, Behold the Lamb of God!
37 And the two disciples heard him
speak, and they followed Jesus.
38 Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and said to them, What do you
seek? They said to him, Rabbi, (which is
to say, being interpreted, Master,) where
do you dwell?
39 He said to them, Come and see. They
came and saw where he dwelt, and abode
with him that day: for it was about the
tenth hour.
40 One of the two which heard John

1:32 Messianic prophecy fulfilled: “And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear
of the LORD” (Isaiah 11:2). See John 6:14 footnote.
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“I believe that lack of efficient personal
work is one of the failures of the Church
today. The people of the Church are like
squirrels in a cage. Lots of activity, but accomplishing nothing. It doesn’t require a
Christian life to sell oyster soup or run a
bazaar or a rummage sale . . .”

Billy Sunday
speak, and followed him, was Andrew,
Simon Peter’s brother.
41 He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, We have found the

Messiah, which is, being interpreted, the
Christ.
42 And he brought him to Jesus. And
when Jesus beheld him, he said, You are
Simon the son of Jonah: you shall be called
Cephas, which is by interpretation, A
stone.
43 The day following Jesus went forth into Galilee, and found Philip, and said to
him, Follow me.
44 Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city
of Andrew and Peter.
45 Philip found Nathanael, and said to
him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write,
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.
46 And Nathanael said to him, Can there
any good thing come out of Nazareth?
Philip said to him, Come and see.
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him,
and said of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!
48 Nathanael said to him, Where do you
know me from? Jesus answered and said
to him, Before that Philip called you, when
you were under the fig tree, I saw you.
49 Nathanael answered and said to him,
Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the
King of Israel.
50 Jesus answered and said to him, Be-

1:41 After we have found the Messiah, we are to tell others about Him. The only “failure” when
it comes to reaching out to the lost is not to be doing it.
“Many churches report no new members on confession of faith. Why these meager results with
this tremendous expenditure of energy and money? Why are so few people coming into the
Kingdom? I will tell you—there is not a definite effort put forth to persuade a definite person to receive a definite Savior at a definite time, and that definite time is now.” Billy Sunday
“Our forefathers must be asking, ‘How is it that we did so much with so little, and you do so little
with so much?’” R. Albert Mohler Jr.
1:46 Come and see. Jesus called Philip to follow Him, then Philip immediately found Nathanael
and told him about the Savior. Nathanael’s question is a typical reaction of the contemporary world
to those who follow the Savior. To the cynical, Christians are intellectual wimps, prudes, rejects—
unlearned cripples who need some sort of crutch to get them through life. So it is understandable
for them to ask, “Can any good thing come out of Christianity?” Down through the ages, its good
name has been tainted with the stained brush of hypocrisy, dead religion, and more recently, fanatical sects and televangelism.
Philip merely answered Nathanael’s cynicism with the same thing Jesus said to Andrew—
”Come and see.” Skeptic, come and see. Atheist, come and see. Intellectual, come and see. Just
come with a humble and teachable heart, and you who are sightless will see and know that this
Man from Nazareth is the Son of God.
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cause I said to you, I saw you under the fig
tree, do you believe? you shall see greater
things than these.
51 And he said to him, Verily, verily, I
say to you, Hereafter you shall see heaven
open, and the angels of God ascending
and descending upon the Son of man.
CHAPTER 2
ND the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the
mother of Jesus was there:
2 And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage.
3 And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus said to him, They have no wine.
4 Jesus said to her, Woman, what have
I to do with you? mine hour is not yet
come.
5 His mother said to the servants,
Whatsoever he says to you, do it.
6 And there were set there six waterpots
of stone, after the manner of the purifying
of the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece.
7 Jesus said to them, Fill the waterpots
with water. And they filled them up to the
brim.
8 And he said to them, Draw out now,

A
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and bear to the governor of the feast. And
they bare it.
9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted
the water that was made wine, and knew
not whence it was: (but the servants which
drew the water knew;) the governor of the
feast called the bridegroom,
10 And said to him, Every man at the
beginning does set forth good wine; and
when men have well drunk, then that
which is worse: but you have kept the
good wine until now.
11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus
in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth
his glory; and his disciples believed on
him.
12 After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and his brethren, and his disciples: and they continued
there not many days.
13 And the Jews’ passover was at hand,
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem,
14 And found in the temple those that
sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the
changers of money sitting:
15 And when he had made a scourge of
small cords, he drove them all out of the
temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and
poured out the changers’ money, and over-

1:47 Nathanael was “an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile.” He was a Jew in deed, not just in
word. As an honest Jew he didn’t twist the Law, as did the Pharisees. He read it in truth. The Law
and the prophets had pointed him to Jesus and he was therefore ready to come to the Savior.
2:13–17 Cleansing the temple. When Jesus went to the temple, He found it to be filled with
those buying and selling merchandise. According to the Jewish historian Josephus, at each Passover, over 250,000 animals were sacrificed. The priests sold licenses to the dealers and therefore
would have had a great source of income from the Passover. When the Bible called them “changers of money,” it was an appropriate term.
There is, however, another theft going on in another temple. Mankind was made as a dwelling
place for his Creator. God made him a little lower than the angels, crowned him with glory and
honor, and set him over the works of His hands (Hebrews 2:7), yet sin has given the dwelling place
to the devil. The thief, who came to steal, kill, and destroy, is making merchandise out of mankind.
Instead of the heart of man being a temple of the Living God (2 Corinthians 6:16)—a house of
prayer—iniquity has made it a den of thieves.
When someone repents and calls upon the name of Jesus Christ, He turns the tables on the
devil. The ten stinging cords of the Ten Commandments in the hand of the Savior cleanse the temple of sin. Charles Spurgeon had a resolute grasp of the Law. In preaching to sinners, he said, “I
would that this whip would fall upon your backs, that you might be flogged out of your self-righteousness and made to fly to Jesus Christ and find shelter there.”
2:15 This is the Lord’s righteous indignation at Israel’s equivalent of money-hungry televangelists.
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2:6–11
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The Significance of the First Miracle

1. The turning of water into blood was the
first of the public miracles that Moses did in
Egypt (Exodus 7:20), and the water into wine
was the first of the public miracles that Jesus
did in the world (John 2:11).
2. The signs that God gave to Egypt in the Old
Testament were plagues, destruction, and
death, and the signs that Jesus did in the
world in the New Testament were healings,
blessings, and life.
3. The turning of water to blood initiated
Moses (a type of the Savior—Deuteronomy
18:15) leading his people out of the bondage
of Egypt into an earthly liberty; the turning of
water into wine initiated Jesus taking His people out of the bondage of the corruption of
the world into the glorious liberty of the children of God (Romans 8:21).
4. The turning of water to blood culminated in
the firstborn in Egypt being delivered to death,
while turning the water into wine culminated
in the life of the Firstborn being delivered from
death (Colossians 1:18).
5. The Law was a ministration of death, the
gospel a ministration of life. One was written
on cold tablets of stone, the other on the warm
fleshly tablets of the heart. One was a ministration of sin unto condemnation and bondage,
the other a ministration of righteousness unto
life and liberty (2 Corinthians 3:7–9).

catch of the fish are made alive in the net of
the kingdom of God (Matthew 4:19).
7. The river of blood was symbolic of death
for Egypt, but the water into wine is symbolic
of life for the world. The letter of the Law kills,
but the Spirit makes alive (2 Corinthians 3:6).
8. When Moses turned the waters of Egypt
into blood, the river reeked and made the
Egyptians search for another source of water
supply (Exodus 7:21,24). When the Law of
Moses does its work in the sinner, it makes life
odious for him. The weight of sin on his back
becomes unbearable as he begins to labor
and be heavy laden under its weight. Like the
Egyptians, he begins to search for another
spring of water; he begins to “thirst for righteousness,” because he knows that without a
right standing with God, he will perish.
9. Moses turned water into blood, and Jesus’
blood turned into water (1 John 5:6). They
both poured from His side (John 19:34), perhaps signifying that both Law and grace found
harmony in the Savior’s death—“Mercy and
truth are met together; righteousness and
peace have kissed each other” (Psalm 85:10).

6. When Moses changed the water into blood,
we are told that all the fish in the river died.
When Jesus initiated the new covenant, the

10. The water of the old covenant ran out. It
could do nothing but leave the sinner with a
thirst for righteousness. But as with the wine
at Cana, God saved the best until last. The
new wine given on the Day of Pentecost (Acts
2:13; Ephesians 5:18) was the Bridegroom giving us the new and “better” covenant (Hebrews 8:5,6).

threw the tables;
16 And said to them that sold doves,
Take these things hence; make not my
Father’s house an house of merchandise.
17 And his disciples remembered that it
was written, The zeal of your house has
eaten me up.
18 Then answered the Jews and said to
him, What sign do you show to us, seeing that you do these things?
19 Jesus answered and said to them,
Destroy this temple, and in three days
I will raise it up.

20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six
years was this temple in building, and
will you rear it up in three days?
21 But he spoke of the temple of his
body.
22 When therefore he was risen from the
dead, his disciples remembered that he
had said this to them; and they believed
the scripture, and the word which Jesus
had said.
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at
the passover, in the feast day, many believed in his name, when they saw the
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QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

O
3:3

“I have been born again many
times.”

Like Nicodemus, many people have no concept of what it means to be
born again. He thought Jesus was speaking of a physical rebirth. Others
see the experience as being a spiritual “tingle” when they think of God
or a warm fuzzy feeling when they enter a building they erroneously
call a “Church.” Or maybe they are of the impression that one is born again when one is “christened” or “confirmed.” However, the new birth spoken of by Jesus is absolutely essential for
sinners to enter heaven. If they are not born again, they will not enter the kingdom of God.
Therefore it is necessary to establish the fact that one becomes a Christian by being born again,
pointing out that Jesus Himself said that the experience was crucial. The difference between believing in Jesus and being born again is like believing in a parachute, and putting one on. The
difference will be seen when you jump. (See Romans 13:14.)
How is one born again? Simply through repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. Confess and forsake your sins, and trust in Jesus alone for your eternal salvation. When
you do, you receive spiritual life through the Holy Spirit who comes to live within you. See
Ephesians 4:18 and 1 Peter 1:23 footnotes.

miracles which he did.
24 But Jesus did not commit himself to
them, because he knew all men,
25 And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.
CHAPTER 3
HERE was a man of the Pharisees,
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the
Jews:
2 The same came to Jesus by night, and
said to him, Rabbi, we know that you are
a teacher come from God: for no man
can do these miracles that you do, except God be with him.
3 Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say to you, Except a man be

T

born again, he cannot see the kingdom
of God.
4 Nicodemus said to him, How can a
man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother’s
womb, and be born?
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say
to you, Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God.
6 That which is born of the flesh is
flesh; and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit.
7 Marvel not that I said to you, You
must be born again.
8 The wind blows where it lists, and
you hear the sound thereof, but can not

2:24,25 “We may deceive all the people sometimes; we may deceive some of the people all the
time, but not all the people all the time, and not God at any time.” Abraham Lincoln
“Character is what you are in the dark.” D. L. Moody
3:2 Grace to the humble. Nicodemus was a humble Jew (he acknowledged the deity of the Son
of God), who knew the Law (he was a “master of Israel,” v. 10); therefore, Jesus gave him the
good news of the gospel. He was convinced of the disease and consequently ready to hear of the
cure.
3:3 “These verses aren’t necessarily about what Nicodemus asked Jesus; they are about what
Jesus knew. The last verse of the previous chapter said that He knew what was in man. Jesus knew
what was in the heart of Nicodemus: he was a Law-breaker, and he needed to be born again.”
Garry T. Ansdell, D.D.
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U SING THE L AW IN E VANGELISM
“If I had my way, I would declare
a moratorium on public preaching of ‘the plan of salvation’ in
America for one to two years. Then I would
call on everyone who has use of the airwaves
and the pulpits to preach the holiness of
God, the righteousness of God, and the Law
of God, until sinners would cry out, ‘What
must we do to be saved?’ Then I would take
them off in a corner and whisper the gospel
to them. Don’t use John 3:16. Such drastic
action is needed because we have gospelhardened a generation of sinners by telling
them how to be saved before they have any
understanding why they need to be saved.”
Paris Reidhead
3:16

tell whence it comes, and where it goes:
so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

9 Nicodemus answered and said to him,
How can these things be?
10 Jesus answered and said to him, Are
you a master of Israel, and know not these
things?
11 Verily, verily, I say to you, We speak
that we do know, and testify that we have
seen; and you receive not our witness.
12 If I have told you earthly things, and
you believe not, how shall you believe, if
I tell you of heavenly things?
13 And no man has ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven,
even the Son of man which is in heaven.
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, even so must the Son
of man be lifted up:
15 That whosoever believes in him should
not perish, but have eternal life.
16 For God so loved the world, that he

3:7 New birth—its necessity for salvation. This is a fulfillment of Ezekiel 36:26: “A new heart
also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of
your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.” Man cannot enter heaven in his spiritually dead
state; he must be born again to have spiritual life. Jesus said that He is life (John 14:6; John
11:25,26), and that we must come to Him to have life (John 5:39,40; 1 John 5:11,12). Those who
trust in Christ are “born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God,
which lives and abides for ever” (1 Peter 1:23). See 2 Corinthians 5:17.
“Ever since Adam sinned, the earth has been the land of the walking dead—spiritually dead. What
is the disease that killed man? ‘The wages of sin is death.’ So from God’s point of view, salvation
involves the raising of spiritually dead men to life. But before God could give life to the dead, He
had to totally eradicate the fatal disease that killed men—sin. So the cross was God’s method of
dealing with the disease called sin, and the resurrection of Christ was and is God’s method of giving life to the dead!” Bob George, Classic Christianity
3:14,15 When fiery serpents were sent among Israel, they caused the Israelites to admit that they
had sinned. The means of their salvation was to look up to a bronze serpent that Moses had placed
on a pole. Those who had been bitten and were doomed to die could look at the bronze serpent
and live (Numbers 21:6–9). In John 3:14,15, Jesus specifically cited this Old Testament passage in
reference to salvation from sin.
The Ten Commandments are like ten biting serpents that carry with them the venomous curse
of the Law. They drive sinners to look to the One lifted up on a cross, and those who look to Him
would live. It was the Law of Moses that put Jesus on the cross. The Messiah became a curse for us,
and redeemed us from the curse of the Law.
3:16,17 Salvation is possible for every person. See John 4:14.
3:16,17 God Himself provided our way of escape: “But God commends his love toward us,
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). “For he has made him to be
sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him” (2
Corinthians 5:21). “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities:
the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep
have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:5,6). See Romans 10:9 footnote.
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Is Repentance Necessary for Salvation?

It is true that there are numerous Bible verses
that speak of the promise of salvation, with
no mention of repentance. These merely say
to “believe” on Jesus Christ and you shall be
saved (Acts 16:31; Romans 10:9). However,
the Bible makes it clear that God is holy and
man is sinful, and that sin makes a separation
between the two (Isaiah 59:1,2). Without repentance from sin, wicked men cannot have
fellowship with a holy God. We are dead in
our trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:1) and
until we forsake them through repentance,
we cannot be made alive in Christ. The Scriptures speak of “repentance unto life” (Acts
11:18). We turn from sin to the Savior. This is
why Paul preached “repentance toward God,
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts
20:21).
The first public word Jesus preached was
“repent” (Matthew 4:17). John the Baptist
began his ministry the same way (Matthew
3:2). Jesus told His hearers that without repentance, they would perish (Luke 13:3). If
belief is all that is necessary for salvation, then
the logical conclusion is that one need never
repent. However, the Bible tells us that a false
convert “believes” and yet is not saved (Luke
8:13); he remains a “worker of iniquity.” Look
at the warning of Scripture: “If we say that we
have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth” (1 John
1:6). The Scriptures also say, “He that covers

gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.
17 For God sent not his Son into the
world to condemn the world; but that
the world through him might be saved.
18 He that believes on him is not condemned: but he that believes not is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten

his sins shall not prosper, but whoso confesses
and forsakes them [repentance] shall have
mercy” (Proverbs 28:13). Jesus said that there
was joy in heaven over one sinner who “repents” (Luke 15:10). If there is no repentance,
there is no joy because there is no salvation.
When Peter preached on the Day of Pentecost, he commanded his hearers to repent
“for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38). Without repentance, there is no remission of sins;
we are still under His wrath. Peter further said,
“Repent . . . and be converted, that your sins
may be blotted out” (Acts 3:19). We cannot
be “converted” unless we repent. God Himself “commands all men everywhere [leaving
no exceptions] to repent” (Acts 17:30). Peter
said a similar thing at Pentecost: “Repent, and
be baptized every one of you” (Acts 2:38).
If repentance wasn’t necessary for salvation, why then did Jesus command that repentance be preached to all nations (Luke
24:47)? With so many Scriptures speaking
of the necessity of repentance for salvation, one can
only suspect that
those who preach
salvation without repentance are strangers to
repentance themselves,
and thus strangers to true
conversion.

Son of God.
19 And this is the condemnation, that
light is come into the world, and men
loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.
20 For every one that does evil hates
the light, neither comes to the light, lest
his deeds should be reproved.
21 But he that does truth comes to the
light, that his deeds may be made man-

3:19 Jesus said that we loved the darkness of sin rather than the light of righteousness, because
the human heart finds pleasure in sin. If you don’t believe it, visit the “adult” section of your local
video store. Look at the covers to see type of entertainment the hearts of men and women crave—
unspeakable violence, inconceivable horror, and unending sexual perversion.
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ifest, that they are wrought in God.
22 After these things came Jesus and his
disciples into the land of Judea; and there
he tarried with them, and baptized.
23 And John also was baptizing in Aenon
near to Salim, because there was much
water there: and they came, and were baptized.
24 For John was not yet cast into prison.
25 Then there arose a question between
some of John’s disciples and the Jews
about purifying.

❝

❞

Sin and hell are married unless repentance proclaims the divorce.
CHARLES SPURGEON

26 And they came to John, and said to
him, Rabbi, he that was with you beyond Jordan, to whom you bare witness,
behold, the same baptizes, and all men
come to him.
27 John answered and said, A man can
receive nothing, except it be given him
from heaven.
28 You yourselves bear me witness, that
I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am
sent before him.
29 He that has the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom,
which stands and hears him, rejoices great-

ly because of the bridegroom’s voice: this
my joy therefore is fulfilled.
30 He must increase, but I must decrease.
31 He that comes from above is above all:
he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaks
of the earth: he that comes from heaven
is above all.
32 And what he has seen and heard, that
he testifies; and no man receives his testimony.
33 He that has received his testimony has
set to his seal that God is true.
34 For he whom God has sent speaks the
words of God: for God gives not the Spirit
by measure to him.
35 The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into his hand.
36 He that believes on the Son has everlasting life: and he that believes not the
Son shall not see life; but the wrath of
God abides on him.
CHAPTER 4
HEN therefore the Lord knew how
the Pharisees had heard that Jesus
made and baptized more disciples than
John,
2 (Though Jesus himself baptized not,
but his disciples,)
3 He left Judea, and departed again into
Galilee.

W

3:19,20 The same sunlight that melts wax also hardens clay. As God’s light shines on man, the
sinner’s heart determines his response. One whose heart is tender will respond to God; one whose
heart is bent on evil will harden his heart further against God and will remain in darkness. Sinners
should note: After Pharaoh repeatedly hardened his heart against God (Exodus 8:15,32), God then
hardened Pharaoh’s heart (Exodus 10:27). Those who continually reject God will be given up to
“uncleanness, vile affections, and a reprobate mind” (Romans 1:24,26,28).
3:36 The Greek word used here for the first occurrence of “believes” is pisteuo—which means
“to trust.” However, in the second occurrence in this verse (“he that believes not the Son shall not
see life; but the wrath of God abides on him”), the word used for “believes” is apeitheo—which
means “disobedient.” The disobedient will not see the salvation of God, no matter what prayer
they have prayed, because they refuse to surrender their will to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. He is
coming “in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thessalonians 1:8, emphasis added).
3:36 Those without Christ are dead in their sins, separated from the life of God, and will not have
spiritual life unless they trust in Jesus Christ. Their sin makes them objects of God’s wrath.
Somehow we think that time forgives sin. This is not so. The more we sin, the more we store up
God’s wrath. See Romans 2:5.
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4 And he must needs go through Samaria.
5 Then came he to a city of Samaria,
which is called Sychar, near to the parcel
of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.
6 Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat
thus on the well: and it was about the sixth
hour.
7 There came a woman of Samaria to
draw water: Jesus said to her, Give me to
drink.
8 (For his disciples were gone away to the

4:7
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city to buy meat.)
9 Then said the woman of Samaria to
him, How is it that you, being a Jew, ask
drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the
Samaritans.
10 Jesus answered and said to her, If you
knew the gift of God, and who it is that
said to you, Give me to drink; you would
have asked of him, and he would have
given you living water.
11 The woman said to him, Sir, you have
nothing to draw with, and the well is deep:
from whence then have you that living

Personal Witnessing—How Jesus Did It

How to address the sinner’s conscience and
speak with someone who doesn’t believe in
hell
Verses 7–26 give us the Master’s example of
how to share our faith. Notice that Jesus spoke
to the woman at the well when she was
alone. We will often find that people are more
open and honest when they are alone. So, if
possible, pick a person who is sitting by himself. From there, we can see four clear principles to follow:
First: Jesus began in the natural realm
(v. 7). This woman was unregenerate, and the
Bible tells us “the natural man receives not the
things of the Spirit of God” (1 Corinthians
2:14). He therefore spoke of something she
could relate to—water. Most of us can strike
up a conversation with a stranger in the natural realm. It may be a friendly “How are you
doing?” or a warm “Good morning!” If the
person responds with a sense of warmth, we
may then ask, “Do you live around here?”
and from there develop a conversation.
Second: Jesus swung the conversation
to the spiritual realm (v. 10). He simply mentioned the things of God. This will take courage. We may say something like, “Did you go
to church on Sunday?” or “Did you see that
Christian TV program last week?” If the person responds positively, the question “Do you
have a Christian background?” will probe his
background. He may answer, “I went to church
when I was a child, but I drifted away from it.”

Another simple way to swing to the spiritual is to offer the person a gospel tract and
ask, “Did you get one of these?” When he
takes it, simply say, “It’s a gospel tract. Do you
come from a Christian background?”
Third: Jesus brought conviction using
the Law of God (vv. 16–18). Jesus gently
spoke to her conscience by alluding to the fact
that she had transgressed the Seventh of the
Ten Commandments. He used the Law to bring
“the knowledge of sin” (see Romans 3:19,20).
We can do the same by asking, “Do you think
that you have kept the Ten Commandments?”
Most people think they have, so quickly follow
with, “Have you ever told a lie?” This is confrontational, but if it’s asked in a spirit of love
and gentleness, there won’t be any offense.
Remember that the “work of the Law [is] written in their hearts” and that the conscience
will bear “witness” (Romans 2:15). Jesus confronted the rich young ruler in Luke 18:18–21
with five of the Ten Commandments and there
was no offense. Have confidence that the conscience will do its work and affirm the truth of
each Commandment. Don’t be afraid to gently ask, “Have you ever stolen something, even
if it’s small?” Learn how to open up the spirituality of the Law and show how God considers lust to be the same as adultery (Matthew
5:27,28) and hatred the same as murder (1
John 3:15). Make sure you get an admission
of guilt.
(continued on next page)
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(4:7 continued)
Ask the person, “If God judges you by the
Ten Commandments on Judgment Day, do you
think you will be innocent or guilty?” If he says
he will be innocent, ask, “Why is that?” If he
admits his guilt, ask, “Do you think you will go
to heaven or hell?”
From there the conversation may go one of
three ways:
1. He may confidently say, “I don’t believe
in hell.” Gently respond, “That doesn’t matter.
You still have to face God on Judgment Day
whether you believe in it or not. If I step onto
the freeway when a massive truck is heading
for me and I say, ‘I don’t believe in trucks,’ my
lack of belief isn’t going to change reality.”
Then tenderly tell him he has already admitted to you that he has lied, stolen, and committed adultery in his heart, and that God gave
him a conscience so that he would know right
from wrong. His conscience and the conviction
of the Holy Spirit will do the rest.
That’s why it is essential to draw out an admission of guilt before you mention Judgment
Day or the existence of hell.
2. He may say that he’s guilty, but that he
will go to heaven. This is usually because he
thinks that God is “good,” and that He will,
therefore, overlook sin in his case. Point out
that if a judge in a criminal case has a guilty
murderer standing before him, the judge, if he
is a good man, can’t just let him go. He must
ensure that the guilty man is punished. If God
is good, He must (by nature) punish murderers, rapists, thieves, liars, adulterers, fornicators,
and those who have lived in rebellion to the

inner light that God has given to every man.
3. He may admit that he is guilty and therefore going to hell. Ask him if that concerns
him. Speak to him about how much he values
his eyes and how much more therefore he
should value the salvation of his soul. (For the
biblical description of hell, see Revelation 1:18
footnote.) If possible, take the person through
the linked verses in this Bible, beginning at the
Matthew 5:21,22 footnote.
Fourth: Jesus revealed Himself to her
(v. 26). Once the Law has humbled the person, he is ready for grace. Remember, the
Bible says that God resists the proud and gives
grace to the humble (James 4:6). The gospel is
for the humble (see Luke 4:18 footnote). Only
the sick need a physician, and only those who
will admit that they have the disease of sin will
truly embrace the cure of the gospel.
Learn how to present the work of the cross
—that God sent His Son to suffer and die in
our place. Tell the sinner of the love of God in
Christ; that Jesus rose from the dead and defeated death. Take him back to civil law and
say, “It’s as simple as this: We broke God’s
Law, and Jesus paid our fine. If you will repent
and trust in the Savior, God will forgive your
sins and dismiss your case.” Ask him if he understands what you have told him. If he is willing to confess and forsake his sins, and trust
the Savior with his eternal salvation, have him
pray and ask God to forgive him. Then pray
for him. Get him a Bible. Instruct him to read
it daily and obey what he reads, and encourage him to get into a Bible-believing, Christpreaching church.

water?
12 Are you greater than our father Jacob,
which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle?
13 Jesus answered and said to her,
Whosoever drinks of this water shall
thirst again:
14 But whosoever drinks of the water
that I shall give him shall never thirst;
but the water that I shall give him shall
be in him a well of water springing up
into everlasting life.

15 The woman said to him, Sir, give me
this water, that I thirst not, neither come
here to draw.
16 Jesus said to her, Go, call your husband, and come here.
17 The woman answered and said, I have
no husband. Jesus said to her, You have
well said, I have no husband:
18 For you have had five husbands; and
he whom you now have is not your husband: in that you said truly.
19 The woman said to him, Sir, I per-

4:14 Salvation is possible for every person. See John 6:51.
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ceive that you are a prophet.
20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and you say, that in Jerusalem is the
place where men ought to worship.
21 Jesus said to her, Woman, believe me,
the hour comes, when you shall neither in
this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.
22 You worship you know not what: we
know what we worship: for salvation is of
the Jews.
23 But the hour comes, and now is, when
the true worshippers shall worship the
Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father
seeks such to worship him.
24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship
him must worship him in spirit and in
truth.
25 The woman said to him, I know that
Messiah comes, which is called Christ:
when he is come, he will tell us all things.
26 Jesus said to her, I that speak to you
am he.
27 And upon this came his disciples, and
marveled that he talked with the woman:
yet no man said, What do you seek? or,
Why do you talk with her?
28 The woman then left her waterpot,
and went her way into the city, and said
to the men,
29 Come, see a man, which told me all
things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?
30 Then they went out of the city, and
came to him.
31 In the mean while his disciples prayed
him, saying, Master, eat.
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32 But he said to them, I have meat to eat
that you know not of.
33 Therefore said the disciples one to another, has any man brought him anything
to eat?
34 Jesus said to them, My meat is to do
the will of him that sent me, and to finish
his work.
35 Do you not say, There are yet four
months, and then comes harvest? behold, I
say to you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the
fields; for they are white already to harvest.
36 And he that reaps receives wages, and
gathers fruit to life eternal: that both he that
sows and he that reaps may rejoice together.
37 And herein is that saying true, One
sows, and another reaps.
38 I sent you to reap that whereon you bestowed no labour: other men laboured, and
you are entered into their labours.
39 And many of the Samaritans of that
city believed on him for the saying of the
woman, which testified, He told me all
that ever I did.
40 So when the Samaritans were come
to him, they besought him that he would
tarry with them: and he abode there two
days.
41 And many more believed because of
his own word;
42 And said to the woman, Now we believe, not because of your saying: for we
have heard him ourselves, and know that
this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the
world.

4:34 The “meat” that nourished the Savior was to carry out the work of evangelism—to seek and
to save that which was lost.
4:36 “I would think it a greater happiness to gain one soul to Christ than mountains of silver and
gold to myself.” Matthew Henry
4:37,38 The measure of success. Don’t be tempted to measure evangelistic “success” by the
number of “decisions” obtained. We tend to rejoice over decisions, when heaven reserves its rejoicing for repentance—“There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repents” (Luke 15:10). It is easy to get “decisions for Jesus” using the modern method of well-chosen
words and psychological manipulation. Rather, see success as having the opportunity to sow the
seed of God’s Word into the hearts of your hearers. If you faithfully sow, someone else will reap. If
you have the privilege of reaping, then someone has faithfully sown before you. One sows, another
reaps, but it is God who gives the increase. See 1 Corinthians 3:6,7.
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43 Now after two days he departed
thence, and went into Galilee.
44 For Jesus himself testified, that a
prophet has no honor in his own country.
45 Then when he was come into Galilee, the Galilaeans received him, having
seen all the things that he did at Jerusalem at the feast: for they also went to the
feast.
46 So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he made the water wine. And
there was a certain nobleman, whose son
was sick at Capernaum.
47 When he heard that Jesus was come
out of Judea into Galilee, he went to him,
and besought him that he would come
down, and heal his son: for he was at the
point of death.
48 Then said Jesus to him, Except you
see signs and wonders, you will not believe.
49 The nobleman said to him, Sir, come
down ere my child die.
50 Jesus said to him, Go your way; your
son lives. And the man believed the word
that Jesus had spoken to him, and he went
his way.
51 And as he was now going down, his
servants met him, and told him, saying,
Your son lives.
52 Then inquired he of them the hour
when he began to amend. And they said
to him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the
fever left him.
53 So the father knew that it was at the
same hour, in the which Jesus said to him,
Your son lives: and himself believed, and
his whole house.
54 This is again the second miracle that
Jesus did, when he was come out of Judea
into Galilee.
CHAPTER 5
FTER this there was a feast of the
Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
2 Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep
market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches.
3 In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, wait-

A

ing for the moving of the water.
4 For an angel went down at a certain
season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made
whole of whatsoever disease he had.
5 And a certain man was there, which
had an infirmity thirty and eight years.
6 When Jesus saw him lie, and knew
that he had been now a long time in that
case, he said to him, Will you be made
whole?
7 The impotent man answered him, Sir,
I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I
am coming, another steps down before
me.

❝

❞

When your will is God’s will, you will
have your will.
CHARLES SPURGEON

8 Jesus said to him, Rise, take up your
bed, and walk.
9 And immediately the man was made
whole, and took up his bed, and walked:
and on the same day was the sabbath.
10 The Jews therefore said to him that
was cured, It is the sabbath day: it is not
lawful for you to carry your bed.
11 He answered them, He that made me
whole, the same said to me, Take up your
bed, and walk.
12 Then asked they him, What man is
that which said to you, Take up your bed,
and walk?
13 And he that was healed did not know
who it was: for Jesus had conveyed himself away, a multitude being in that place.
14 Afterward Jesus found him in the
temple, and said to him, Behold, you are
made whole: sin no more, lest a worse
thing come to you.
15 The man departed, and told the Jews
that it was Jesus, which had made him
whole.
16 And therefore did the Jews persecute
Jesus, and sought to slay him, because he
had done these things on the sabbath day.
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17 But Jesus answered them, My Father
works hitherto, and I work.
18 Therefore the Jews sought the more
to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God
was his Father, making himself equal with
God.
19 Then answered Jesus and said to them,
Verily, verily, I say to you, The Son can do
nothing of himself, but what he sees the
Father do: for what things soever he does,
these also does the Son likewise.
20 For the Father loves the Son, and
shows him all things that himself does:
and he will show him greater works than
these, that you may marvel.
21 For as the Father raises up the dead,
and quickens them; even so the Son quickens whom he will.
22 For the Father judges no man, but
has committed all judgment to the Son:
23 That all men should honor the Son,
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even as they honor the Father. He that
honors not the Son honors not the Father
which has sent him.
24 Verily, verily, I say to you, He that
hears my word, and believes on him that
sent me, has everlasting life, and shall
not come into condemnation; but is
passed from death to life.
25 Verily, verily, I say to you, The hour is
coming, and now is, when the dead shall
hear the voice of the Son of God: and they
that hear shall live.
26 For as the Father has life in himself;
so has he given to the Son to have life in
himself;
27 And has given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son
of man.
28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is
coming, in the which all that are in the
graves shall hear his voice,
29 And shall come forth; they that have

5:14 We once lay as feeble, fragile, and frail folk, helpless and hopeless, pathetically paralyzed by
the devil—“taken captive to do his will” until Jesus spoke a word to us. We were on a deathbed of
sin with no one able to help us, but we heard the voice of the Word of God saying: “Arise from the
dead, and Christ shall give you light” (Ephesians 5:14).
Now a thankful heart for the unspeakable gift makes us want to be always in the presence of
God. Unlike the healed man, however, we need not go to the temple to thank the Father, for He
now abides in the heart of the believer. The work of Calvary has made the believer the temple of
the Living God. See 2 Corinthians 6:16.
5:17 Jesus’ claims. Jesus was either God in human form, or a crackpot. There is no middle ground.
In verses 17–29 He said:
●

Whatever He saw the Father do, He did.

●

God showed Jesus everything He did and He had even more things to show Him, which would
cause them to be astonished.

●

Just as God raised the dead and gave life to them, so Jesus gave life to whoever He would.

●

God Himself had appointed Jesus of Nazareth as the Judge of all mankind.

●

Humanity should honor Jesus as much as they honor the Father.

●

Those who didn’t honor Jesus didn’t honor God.

●

All who heard His words and trusted in the Father escape the wrath of the Law.

●

All who trusted Him passed from death to life.

●

The hour would come when everyone in their graves would hear the voice of Jesus, and be
raised from the dead.

●

As God is the source of all life, so He has given Jesus life in Himself.

5:28 Jesus’ unique words: Jesus is saying that His voice will raise billions who have died. Psalm
29:3–9 describes the powerful voice of God. See John 6:38 footnote.
5:28,29 Judgment Day: For verses that warn of its reality, see Acts 17:31.
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done good, to the resurrection of life;
and they that have done evil, to the resurrection of damnation.
30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as
I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just;
because I seek not mine own will, but the
will of the Father which has sent me.
31 If I bear witness of myself, my witness
is not true.
32 There is another that bears witness
of me; and I know that the witness which
he witnesses of me is true.
33 You sent to John, and he bare witness
to the truth.
34 But I receive not testimony from man:
but these things I say, that you might be
saved.
35 He was a burning and a shining light:
and you were willing for a season to rejoice in his light.
36 But I have greater witness than that
of John: for the works which the Father
has given me to finish, the same works
that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father has sent me.
37 And the Father himself, which has
sent me, has borne witness of me. You
have neither heard his voice at any time,
nor seen his shape.
38 And you have not his word abiding
in you: for whom he has sent, him you
believe not.
39 Search the scriptures; for in them you
think you have eternal life: and they are
they which testify of me.
40 And you will not come to me, that
you might have life.
41 I receive not honor from men.
42 But I know you, that you have not
the love of God in you.
43 I am come in my Father’s name, and
you receive me not: if another shall come
in his own name, him you will receive.
44 How can you believe, which receive
honor one of another, and seek not the
honor that comes from God only?

45 Do not think that I will accuse you
to the Father: there is one that accuses
you, even Moses, in whom you trust.
46 For had you believed Moses, you
would have believed me: for he wrote of
me.
47 But if you believe not his writings,
how shall you believe my words?

......
For the Bible’s inspiration,
see 2 Timothy 3:16 footnote.

......
CHAPTER 6
FTER these things Jesus went over
the sea of Galilee, which is the sea
of Tiberias.
2 And a great multitude followed him,
because they saw his miracles which he
did on them that were diseased.
3 And Jesus went up into a mountain,
and there he sat with his disciples.
4 And the passover, a feast of the Jews,
was nigh.
5 When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and
saw a great company come to him, he
said to Philip, Whence shall we buy bread,
that these may eat?
6 And this he said to prove him: for he
himself knew what he would do.
7 Philip answered him, Two hundred
pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for
them, that every one of them may take a
little.
8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon
Peter’s brother, said to him,
9 There is a lad here, which has five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what
are they among so many?
10 And Jesus said, Make the men sit
down. Now there was much grass in the
place. So the men sat down, in number
about five thousand.
11 And Jesus took the loaves; and when

A

5:39,40 To see why sinners need to come to Jesus to have life, see John 3:7 and Ephesians 4:18
footnotes.
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he had given thanks, he distributed to
the disciples, and the disciples to them
that were set down; and likewise of the
fishes as much as they would.
12 When they were filled, he said to his
disciples, Gather up the fragments that
remain, that nothing be lost.
13 Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the
fragments of the five barley loaves, which
remained over and above to them that
had eaten.
14 Then those men, when they had seen
the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of
a truth that prophet that should come into the world.
15 When Jesus therefore perceived that
they would come and take him by force,
to make him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone.
16 And when even was now come, his
disciples went down to the sea,
17 And entered into a ship, and went
over the sea toward Capernaum. And it
was now dark, and Jesus was not come
to them.
18 And the sea arose by reason of a great
wind that blew.
19 So when they had rowed about five
and twenty or thirty furlongs, they see
Jesus walking on the sea, and drawing
near to the ship: and they were afraid.
20 But he said to them, It is I; be not
afraid.
21 Then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately the ship was
at the land where they went.
22 The day following, when the people
which stood on the other side of the sea
saw that there was none other boat there,
save that one whereinto his disciples were
entered, and that Jesus went not with his
disciples into the boat, but that his disci-
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ples were gone away alone;
23 (Howbeit there came other boats from
Tiberias near to the place where they did
eat bread, after that the Lord had given
thanks:)
24 When the people therefore saw that
Jesus was not there, neither his disciples,
they also took shipping, and came to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus.
25 And when they had found him on
the other side of the sea, they said to him,
Rabbi, when did you come here?
26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say to you, You seek me, not
because you saw the miracles, but because you did eat of the loaves, and were
filled.
27 Labour not for the meat which perishes, but for that meat which endures
to everlasting life, which the Son of man
shall give to you: for him has God the
Father sealed.
28 Then said they to him, What shall we
do, that we might work the works of God?
29 Jesus answered and said to them, This
is the work of God, that you believe on
him whom he has sent.
30 They said therefore to him, What sign
do you show then, that we may see, and
believe you? what do you work?
31 Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread
from heaven to eat.
32 Then Jesus said to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, Moses gave you not that
bread from heaven; but my Father gives
you the true bread from heaven.
33 For the bread of God is he which
came down from heaven, and gives life to
the world.
34 Then said they to him, Lord, evermore
give us this bread.
35 And Jesus said to them, I am the

6:14 Messianic prophecy fulfilled: “The LORD your God will raise up to you a Prophet from
your midst, of your brethren, like unto me; to him you shall hearken” (Deuteronomy 18:15). See
John 19:29 footnote.
6:28,29 Most religions teach that certain works are required in order to be saved. Here God tells
us the only “work” He considers: “believe on him whom he has sent.”
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bread of life: he that comes to me shall
never hunger; and he that believes on
me shall never thirst.
36 But I said to you, That you also have
seen me, and believe not.
37 All that the Father gives me shall
come to me; and him that comes to me
I will in no wise cast out.
38 For I came down from heaven, not
to do mine own will, but the will of him
that sent me.
39 And this is the Father’s will which
has sent me, that of all which he has given me I should lose nothing, but should
raise it up again at the last day.
40 And this is the will of him that sent
me, that every one which sees the Son,
and believes on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last
day.
41 The Jews then murmured at him, because he said, I am the bread which came
down from heaven.
42 And they said, Is not this Jesus, the
son of Joseph, whose father and mother
we know? how is it then that he says, I
came down from heaven?
43 Jesus therefore answered and said to
them, Murmur not among yourselves.
44 No man can come to me, except the
Father which has sent me draw him:

and I will raise him up at the last day.
45 It is written in the prophets, And they
shall be all taught of God. Every man
therefore that has heard, and has learned
of the Father, comes to me.
46 Not that any man has seen the Father,
save he which is of God, he has seen the
Father.
47 Verily, verily, I say to you, He that
believes on me has everlasting life.
48 I am that bread of life.
49 Your fathers did eat manna in the
wilderness, and are dead.
50 This is the bread which came down
from heaven, that a man may eat thereof,
and not die.
51 I am the living bread which came
down from heaven: if any man eat of this
bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread
that I will give is my flesh, which I will
give for the life of the world.
52 The Jews therefore strove among
themselves, saying, How can this man give
us his flesh to eat?
53 Then Jesus said to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, Except you eat the flesh
of the Son of man, and drink his blood,
you have no life in you.
54 Whoso eats my flesh, and drinks my
blood, has eternal life; and I will raise him
up at the last day.

6:38 Jesus’ unique words: Jesus said that He “came down” from heaven, that He was pre-existent. He says elsewhere: “I am from above . . . I am not of this world” (8:23), and “I proceeded forth
and came from God” (8:42). For more on His pre-existence, see John 17:5. See also John 6:47 footnote.
6:45 Taught by God. “Read and read again, and do not despair of help to understand the will
and mind of God though you think they are fast locked up from you. Neither trouble your heads
though you have not commentaries and exposition. Pray and read, read and pray; for a little from
God is better than a great deal from men. Also, what is from men is uncertain, and is often lost and
tumbled over by men; but what is from God is fixed as a nail in a sure place. There is nothing that
so abides with us as what we receive from God; and the reason why the Christians in this day are
at such a loss as to some things is that they are contented with what comes from men’s mouths,
without searching and kneeling before God to know of Him the truth of things. Things we receive
at God’s hands come to us as truths from the minting house, though old in themselves, yet new to us.
Old truths are always new to us if they come with the smell of heaven upon them.” John Bunyan
6:47 Jesus’ unique words: He was saying that He had the authority to grant everlasting life to
all who trust in Him. See John 6:53,54 footnote.
6:51 Salvation is possible for every person. See John 7:37.
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Halloween—an incredible
opportunity for sharing the gospel.
See 1 Timothy 4:1 footnote.

55 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my
blood is drink indeed.
56 He that eats my flesh, and drinks my
blood, dwells in me, and I in him.
57 As the living Father has sent me, and
I live by the Father: so he that eats me,
even he shall live by me.
58 This is that bread which came down
from heaven: not as your fathers did eat
manna, and are dead: he that eats of this
bread shall live for ever.
59 These things said he in the synagogue,
as he taught in Capernaum.
60 Many therefore of his disciples, when
they had heard this, said, This is an hard
saying; who can hear it?
61 When Jesus knew in himself that his
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disciples murmured at it, he said to them,
Does this offend you?
62 What and if you shall see the Son of
man ascend up where he was before?
63 It is the spirit that quickens; the flesh
profits nothing: the words that I speak to
you, they are spirit, and they are life.
64 But there are some of you that believe
not. For Jesus knew from the beginning
who they were that believed not, and
who should betray him.
65 And he said, Therefore said I to you,
that no man can come to me, except it
were given to him of my Father.
66 From that time many of his disciples
went back, and walked no more with him.
67 Then said Jesus to the twelve, Will
you also go away?
68 Then Simon Peter answered him,
Lord, to whom shall we go? you have
the words of eternal life.
69 And we believe and are sure that you
are that Christ, the Son of the living God.
70 Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil?
71 He spoke of Judas Iscariot the son of
Simon: for he it was that should betray
him, being one of the twelve.
CHAPTER 7
FTER these things Jesus walked in
Galilee: for he would not walk in
Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill him.

A

6:53,54 Jesus’ unique words: These are the words of a madman...or God in human form. He
was not advocating cannibalism, but was speaking in a spiritual sense. Just as we need to eat and
drink in order to live, we must “eat” the Bread of Life (John 6:48,51) and “drink” His “blood,
which is shed for you” (Luke 22:20) in order to have spiritual life. Unless we trust in Christ, relying
on Him daily for our life-sustaining nourishment, we have no life in us and remain dead in our sins.
(See Ephesians 2:1 footnote.) See also John 8:51 footnote.
6:65 “The impulse to pursue God originates with God.” A. W. Tozer
6:68 The uniqueness of Jesus. “This Jesus of Nazareth, without money and arms, conquered
more millions than Alexander, Caesar, Mohammed, and Napoleon; without science and learning,
He shed more light on things human and divine than all philosophers and scholars combined; without the eloquence of schools, He spoke such words of life as were never spoken before or since,
and produced effects which lie beyond the reach of orator or poet; without writing a single line, He
set more pens in motion, and furnished themes for more sermons, orations, discussions, learned
volumes, works of art, and songs of praise than the whole army of great men of ancient and modern times.” Philip Schaff, The Person of Christ
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2 Now the Jews’ feast of tabernacles was
at hand.
3 His brethren therefore said to him, Depart hence, and go into Judea, that your
disciples also may see the works that you
do.
4 For there is no man that does any thing
in secret, and he himself seeks to be
known openly. If you do these things,
show yourself to the world.
5 For neither did his brethren believe in
him.
6 Then Jesus said to them, My time is not
yet come: but your time is always ready.
7 The world cannot hate you; but me it
hates, because I testify of it, that the works
thereof are evil.
8 Go up to this feast: I go not up yet to
this feast; for my time is not yet full come.
9 When he had said these words to them,
he abode still in Galilee.
10 But when his brethren were gone
up, then went he also up to the feast, not
openly, but as it were in secret.
11 Then the Jews sought him at the feast,
and said, Where is he?
12 And there was much murmuring
among the people concerning him: for
some said, He is a good man: others said,
Nay; but he deceives the people.
13 Howbeit no man spoke openly of him
for fear of the Jews.
14 Now about the midst of the feast Jesus
went up into the temple, and taught.
15 And the Jews marveled, saying, How
knows this man letters, having never
learned?
16 Jesus answered them, and said, My
doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me.

17 If any man will do his will, he shall
know of the doctrine, whether it be of
God, or whether I speak of myself.
18 He that speaks of himself seeks his
own glory: but he that seeks his glory that
sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him.
19 Did not Moses give you the law, and
yet none of you keeps the law? Why do
you go about to kill me?
20 The people answered and said, You
have a devil: who goes about to kill you?
21 Jesus answered and said to them, I
have done one work, and you all marvel.
22 Moses therefore gave to you circumcision; (not because it is of Moses, but of
the fathers;) and you on the sabbath day
circumcise a man.
23 If a man on the sabbath day receive
circumcision, that the law of Moses should
not be broken; are you angry at me, because I have made a man every whit whole
on the sabbath day?
24 Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.
25 Then said some of them of Jerusalem,
Is not this he, whom they seek to kill?
26 But, lo, he speaks boldly, and they say
nothing to him. Do the rulers know indeed that this is the very Christ?
27 Howbeit we know this man whence
he is: but when Christ comes, no man
knows whence he is.
28 Then cried Jesus in the temple as he
taught, saying, You both know me, and
you know whence I am: and I am not
come of myself, but he that sent me is
true, whom you know not.
29 But I know him: for I am from him,

7:17 In reference to creation, respected Bible teacher Derek Prince said, “I am simple-minded
enough to believe that it happened the way the Bible described it. I have been a professor at
Britain’s largest university [Cambridge] for nine years. I hold various degrees and academic distinctions, and I feel in many ways I am quite sophisticated intellectually, but I don’t feel in any way intellectually inferior when I say that I believe the Bible record of creation. Prior to believing the Bible I
have studied many other attempts to explain man’s origin and found them all unsatisfying and in
many cases self-contradictory. I turned to study the Bible as a professional philosopher—not as a
believer—and I commented to myself, ‘At least it can’t be any sillier than some of the other things
I’ve heard,’ and to my astonishment, I discovered it had the answer.”
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and he has sent me.
30 Then they sought to take him: but no
man laid hands on him, because his hour
was not yet come.
31 And many of the people believed on
him, and said, When Christ comes, will he
do more miracles than these which this
man has done?
32 The Pharisees heard that the people
murmured such things concerning him;
and the Pharisees and the chief priests
sent officers to take him.
33 Then said Jesus to them, Yet a little
while am I with you, and then I go to him
that sent me.
34 You shall seek me, and shall not find
me: and where I am, there you cannot
come.
35 Then said the Jews among themselves,
Where will he go, that we shall not find
him? will he go to the dispersed among
the Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles?
36 What manner of saying is this that he
said, You shall seek me, and shall not find
me: and where I am, there you cannot
come?
37 In the last day, that great day of the
feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If
any man thirst, let him come to me, and
drink.
38 He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow
rivers of living water.
39 (But this spoke he of the Spirit, which
they that believe on him should receive:
for the Holy Spirit was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)
40 Many of the people therefore, when
they heard this saying, said, Of a truth
this is the Prophet.
41 Others said, This is the Christ. But
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“I know men and I tell you that Jesus Christ
is no mere man . . . ” (See what Napolean
had to say about Jesus in John 7:46.)

Napolean Bonaparte
some said, Shall Christ come out of Galilee?
42 Has not the scripture said, That Christ
comes of the seed of David, and out of the
town of Bethlehem, where David was?
43 So there was a division among the
people because of him.
44 And some of them would have taken
him; but no man laid hands on him.
45 Then came the officers to the chief
priests and Pharisees; and they said to
them, Why have you not brought him?
46 The officers answered, Never man
spoke like this man.
47 Then answered them the Pharisees,
Are you also deceived?
48 Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on him?

7:37 Salvation is possible for every person. See Acts 2:21.
7:46 The uniqueness of Jesus. “I know men and I tell you that Jesus Christ is no mere man. Between Him and every other person in the world there is no possible term of comparison. Alexander,
Caesar, Charlemagne, and I have founded empires. But on what did we rest the creations of our
genius? Upon force. Jesus Christ founded His empire upon love; and at this hour millions of men
would die for Him.” Napoleon Bonaparte (quoted in Evidence That Demands a Verdict by Josh
McDowell)

The Ten Commandments

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

You shall have no other gods before Me.
You shall not make to yourself any graven image.
You shall not take the name of the
LORD your God in vain.
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not kill.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness against
your neighbor.
You shall not covet.
(EXODUS 20:1–17)
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QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

O
8:9

“You are trying to make me feel guilty by quoting
the Ten Commandments.”

Ask the person which one of the Ten Commandments makes him
feel guilty. Simply state, “The Bible says, ‘You shall not steal.’ If
you feel guilty when you hear that, why do you think that is?
Could it be because you are guilty?” God gave us our conscience
so we would know when we break His Law; the guilt we feel
when we do something wrong tells us that we need to repent.
See also Romans 2:15 footnote.

49 But this people who knows not the
law are cursed.
50 Nicodemus said to them, (he that
came to Jesus by night, being one of them,)
51 Does our law judge any man, before
it hear him, and know what he does?
52 They answered and said to him, are
you also of Galilee? Search, and look: for
out of Galilee arises no prophet.
53 And every man went to his own
house.
CHAPTER 8
ESUS went to the mount of Olives.
2 And early in the morning he came
again into the temple, and all the people
came to him; and he sat down, and taught
them.
3 And the scribes and Pharisees brought
to him a woman taken in adultery; and
when they had set her in the midst,
4 They said to him, Master, this woman
was taken in adultery, in the very act.
5 Now Moses in the law commanded
us, that such should be stoned: but what
do you say?
6 This they said, tempting him, that they
might have to accuse him. But Jesus
stooped down, and with his finger wrote
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on the ground, as though he heard them
not.
7 So when they continued asking him,
he lifted up himself, and said to them, He
that is without sin among you, let him first
cast a stone at her.
8 And again he stooped down, and wrote
on the ground.
9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out
one by one, beginning at the eldest, even
to the last: and Jesus was left alone, and
the woman standing in the midst.
10 When Jesus had lifted up himself,
and saw none but the woman, he said to
her, Woman, where are those your accus-

U SING THE L AW IN E VANGELISM
The wrath of the Law brought
this woman to the feet of the
Savior. That’s the function of
the Law: to condemn. Some may say that we
shouldn’t condemn anyone, when all the
Law does is reveal to the sinner that he is
“condemned already” (John 3:18). The Law
shows him his danger and therefore his desperate need for the Savior. See John 4:18
footnote.
8:4,5

7:52 This showed their ignorance of Scripture (see Isaiah 9:1,2), and of the fact that Jesus was
born in Bethlehem.
8:6 It is likely that Jesus wrote the Ten Commandments in the ground. They had been talking
about the Law, and each of the men were convicted by their conscience (v. 9), which is the effect
of the Law (Romans 2:15). The Law was written in stone (uncompromising), this was written in
sand (removable)—besides, what else does God write with His finger? See Exodus 31:18.
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QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

O
8:11

“Jesus didn’t condemn the woman caught in the act of
adultery, but condemned those who judged her.
Therefore you shouldn’t judge others.”

The Christian is not “judging others” but simply telling the world of God’s judgment
—that God (not the Christian) has judged all the world as being guilty before Him
(Romans 3:19,23). Jesus was able to offer that woman forgiveness for her sin, because He was on His way to die on the cross for her. She acknowledged Him as
“Lord,” but He still told her, “Go, and sin no more.” If she didn’t repent, she
would perish.

ers? has no man condemned you?
11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus
said to her, Neither do I condemn you:
go, and sin no more.
12 Then spoke Jesus again to them,
saying, I am the light of the world: he
that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.
13 The Pharisees therefore said to him,
You bear record of yourself; your record
is not true.
14 Jesus answered and said to them,
Though I bear record of myself, yet my
record is true: for I know whence I came,
and where I go; but you cannot tell whence
I come, and where I go.
15 You judge after the flesh; I judge no
man.
16 And yet if I judge, my judgment is
true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me.
17 It is also written in your law, that the
testimony of two men is true.
18 I am one that bears witness of myself,
and the Father that sent me bears witness of me.

19 Then said they to him, Where is your
Father? Jesus answered, You neither know
me, nor my Father: if you had known me,
you should have known my Father also.
20 These words spoke Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no
man laid hands on him; for his hour was
not yet come.
21 Then said Jesus again to them, I go
my way, and you shall seek me, and shall
die in your sins: where I go, you cannot
come.
22 Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself? because he says, Where I go, you cannot come.
23 And he said to them, You are from
beneath; I am from above: you are of this
world; I am not of this world.
24 I said therefore to you, that you shall
die in your sins: for if you believe not that
I am he, you shall die in your sins.
25 Then said they to him, Who are thou?
And Jesus said to them, Even the same
that I said to you from the beginning.
26 I have many things to say and to
judge of you: but he that sent me is true;

8:10–12 What a fearful thing it is when we face God’s Law. The very stones call for our blood.
The Law cries out for justice; it has no mercy. It demands, “The soul that sins shall die!” But the
Judge who rules can, at His own discretion, administer the spirit of the Law, and its spirit says that
mercy rejoices over judgment—God is rich in mercy to all who call upon Him.
The letter kills, but the Spirit brings life. God is not willing that the wrath of the Law fall upon
guilty sinners, because He would rather acquit the criminal from the courtroom . . . and He can do so
because of Calvary.
A. N. Martin said, “The moment God’s Law ceases to be the most powerful factor in influencing the moral sensitivity of any individual or nation, there will be indifference to Divine wrath, and
when indifference comes in it always brings in its train indifference to salvation.”
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and I speak to the world those things
which I have heard of him.
27 They understood not that he spoke
to them of the Father.
28 Then said Jesus to them, When you
have lifted up the Son of man, then shall
you know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father has taught
me, I speak these things.
29 And he that sent me is with me: the
Father has not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.
30 As he spoke these words, many believed on him.
31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which
believed on him, If you continue in my
word, then are you my disciples indeed;
32 And you shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free.
33 They answered him, We be Abraham’s
seed, and were never in bondage to any
man: how do you say, You shall be made
free?
34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily,
I say to you, Whosoever commits sin is
the servant of sin.
35 And the servant abides not in the
house for ever: but the Son abides ever.
36 If the Son therefore shall make you
free, you shall be free indeed.
37 I know that you are Abraham’s seed;
but you seek to kill me, because my word
has no place in you.
38 I speak that which I have seen with
my Father: and you do that which you
have seen with your father.
39 They answered and said to him, Abraham is our father. Jesus said to them, If
you were Abraham’s children, you would
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do the works of Abraham.
40 But now you seek to kill me, a man
that has told you the truth, which I have
heard of God: this did not Abraham.
41 You do the deeds of your father. Then
said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God.
42 Jesus said to them, If God were your
Father, you would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither
came I of myself, but he sent me.
43 Why do you not understand my
speech? even because you cannot hear
my word.
44 You are of your father the devil,
and the lusts of your father you will do.
He was a murderer from the beginning,
and abode not in the truth, because there
is no truth in him. When he speaks a
lie, he speaks of his own: for he is a
liar, and the father of it.
45 And because I tell you the truth, you
believe me not.
46 Which of you convinces me of sin?
And if I say the truth, why do you not
believe me?
47 He that is of God hears God’s words:
you therefore hear them not, because you
are not of God.
48 Then answered the Jews, and said to
him, Say we not well that you are a Samaritan, and have a devil?
49 Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but
I honor my Father, and you do dishonor
me.
50 And I seek not mine own glory: there
is one that seeks and judges.
51 Verily, verily, I say to you, If a man
keep my saying, he shall never see death.

8:44 Names of the enemy. The devil is called the god and prince of this world, and the ruler of
darkness (2 Corinthians 4:4; John 12:31; Acts 26:18; Ephesians 6:12). He seeks to hinder the work
of God and suppress God’s Word (Matthew 13:38,39; 1 Thessalonians 2:18). He is a liar, the father
of lies, and a murderer (John 8:44). The devil is your adversary and a devourer (1 Peter 5:8). He is
the promoter of pride (Genesis 3:5; 1 Timothy 3:6), the stimulator of lust (Ephesians 2:2,3), and the
tempter (Luke 4:1–13).
8:51 Jesus’ unique words: Anyone who obeys Him would not die. This is not advocating works
as a means of salvation, but obedience as a sign of our salvation. We keep His word because we
love Him (John 14:23). See 1 John 2:17 and John 8:58 footnote.
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52 Then said the Jews to him, Now we
know that you have a devil. Abraham is
dead, and the prophets; and you say, If a
man keep my saying, he shall never taste
of death.
53 Are you greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? and the prophets are
dead: whom do you make yourself?
54 Jesus answered, If I honor myself,
my honor is nothing: it is my Father that
honors me; of whom you say, that he is
your God:
55 Yet you have not known him; but I
know him: and if I should say, I know
him not, I shall be a liar like to you: but I
know him, and keep his saying.
56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see
my day: and he saw it, and was glad.
57 Then said the Jews to him, You are
not yet fifty years old, and have you seen
Abraham?
58 Jesus said to them, Verily, verily, I
say to you, Before Abraham was, I am.
59 Then took they up stones to cast at
him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out
of the temple, going through the midst
of them, and so passed by.

CHAPTER 9
ND as Jesus passed by, he saw a man
which was blind from his birth.
2 And his disciples asked him, saying,
Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?
3 Jesus answered, Neither has this man
sinned, nor his parents: but that the works
of God should be made manifest in him.
4 I must work the works of him that sent
me, while it is day: the night comes, when
no man can work.
5 As long as I am in the world, I am the
light of the world.
6 When he had thus spoken, he spat on
the ground, and made clay of the spittle,
and he anointed the eyes of the blind man
with the clay,
7 And said to him, Go, wash in the pool
of Siloam, (which is by interpretation,
Sent.) He went his way therefore, and
washed, and came seeing.
8 The neighbours therefore, and they
which before had seen him that he was
blind, said, Is not this he that sat and
begged?
9 Some said, This is he: others said, He

A

8:58 Jesus’ unique words: Jesus was affirming that He was God manifest in the flesh. He is the
Great “I AM”—he Eternal One who revealed Himself to Moses in the burning bush (Exodus 3:14).
See John 11:25 footnote.
8:58 Was Jesus God in human form? If I give you a small slice of cheese from a large block (the
taste being constant throughout the whole block), and you spit out the cheese saying you hate the
taste, then you reject the whole block. Jesus was God manifest in human form. If the Jews rejected
Him, they rejected the Father also—he who is of God hears God’s words. John later stated in his
epistle, “Whosoever denies the Son, the same has not the Father: (but) he that acknowledges the
Son has the Father also” (1 John 2:23). See John 10:30.
9:4 John Wesley was asked what he would do with his life if he knew that he would die at midnight the next day. His answer was something like this: “I would just carry on with what I am
doing. I will arise at 5:00 a.m. for prayer, then take a house meeting at 6.00 a.m. At 12 noon, I will
be preaching at an open-air. At 3:00 p.m. I have another meeting in another town. At 6:00 p.m. I
have a house meeting; at 10:00 p.m. I have a prayer meeting and at 12:00 midnight, I would go to
be with my Lord.”
If we knew we were to die at 12 o’clock tomorrow night, would we have to step up our evangelistic efforts, or could we in all good conscience carry on just as we are?
“The evangelistic harvest is always urgent. The destiny of men and of nations is always being decided. Every generation is strategic. We are not responsible for the past generation, and we cannot
bear the full responsibility for the next one; but we do have our generation. God will hold us responsible as to how well we fulfill our responsibilities to this age and take advantage of our opportunities.” Billy Graham
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T HE F UNCTION OF THE L AW
When we apply the tablets of
the Law to the eyes of sinners,
it causes them to have reason
to go to the cleansing pool of the gospel.
This man would not have had a reason to go
to the pool, until he perceived that he was
unclean. That’s the function of the Law—to
convince a man he is unclean (Romans 7:13).
Charles Spurgeon said, “No man will ever
put on the robe of Christ’s righteousness till
he is stripped of his fig leaves, nor will he
wash in the fount of mercy till he perceives
his filthiness. Therefore, my brethren, we
must not cease to declare the Law, its demands, its threatenings, and the sinner’s
multiplied breaches of it.”
9:7

is like him: but he said, I am he.
10 Therefore said they to him, How were
your eyes opened?
11 He answered and said, A man that is
called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine
eyes, and said to me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed,
and I received sight.
12 Then said they to him, Where is he?
He said, I know not.
13 They brought to the Pharisees him
that beforetime was blind.
14 And it was the sabbath day when
Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes.
15 Then again the Pharisees also asked
him how he had received his sight. He
said to them, He put clay upon mine eyes,
and I washed, and do see.
16 Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of God, because he
keeps not the sabbath day. Others said,
How can a man that is a sinner do such
miracles? And there was a division among
them.
17 They said to the blind man again,
What do you say of him, that he has
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opened your eyes? He said, He is a prophet.
18 But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind, and
received his sight, until they called the
parents of him that had received his sight.
19 And they asked them, saying, Is this
your son, who you say was born blind?
how then does he now see?
20 His parents answered them and said,
We know that this is our son, and that
he was born blind:
21 But by what means he now sees, we
know not; or who has opened his eyes, we
know not: he is of age; ask him: he shall
speak for himself.
22 These words spoke his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews
had agreed already, that if any man did
confess that he was Christ, he should be
put out of the synagogue.
23 Therefore said his parents, He is of
age; ask him.
24 Then again called they the man that
was blind, and said to him, Give God the
praise: we know that this man is a sinner.
25 He answered and said, Whether he
be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing
I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I
see.
26 Then said they to him again, What
did he to you? how opened he your eyes?
27 He answered them, I have told you
already, and you did not hear: wherefore
would you hear it again? will you also be
his disciples?
28 Then they reviled him, and said, You
are his disciple; but we are Moses’ disciples.
29 We know that God spoke to Moses: as
for this fellow, we know not from whence
he is.
30 The man answered and said to them,
Why herein is a marvelous thing, that
you know not from whence he is, and yet

9:25 This is the testimony of the newly saved. There are many questions for which they have no
answers. But one thing they do know: “Whereas I was blind, now I see.” It has been well said that
the man with an experience, is not at the mercy of a man with an argument.
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he has opened mine eyes.
31 Now we know that God hears not
sinners: but if any man be a worshipper
of God, and does his will, him he hears.
32 Since the world began was it not
heard that any man opened the eyes of
one that was born blind.
33 If this man were not of God, he could
do nothing.
34 They answered and said to him, You
were altogether born in sins, and do you
teach us? And they cast him out.
35 Jesus heard that they had cast him
out; and when he had found him, he said
to him, Do you believe on the Son of God?
36 He answered and said, Who is he,
Lord, that I might believe on him?
37 And Jesus said to him, You have both
seen him, and it is he that talks with you.
38 And he said, Lord, I believe. And he
worshipped him.
39 And Jesus said, For judgment I am
come into this world, that they which see
not might see; and that they which see
might be made blind.
40 And some of the Pharisees which were
with him heard these words, and said to
him, Are we blind also?
41 Jesus said to them, If you were blind,
you should have no sin: but now you say,
We see; therefore your sin remains.

CHAPTER 10
ERILY, verily, I say to you, He that
enters not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbs up some other way, the
same is a thief and a robber.
2 But he that enters in by the door is
the shepherd of the sheep.
3 To him the porter opens; and the sheep
hear his voice: and he calls his own sheep
by name, and leads them out.
4 And when he puts forth his own sheep,
he goes before them, and the sheep follow
him: for they know his voice.
5 And a stranger will they not follow,
but will flee from him: for they know not
the voice of strangers.
6 This parable spoke Jesus to them: but
they understood not what things they
were which he spoke to them.
7 Then said Jesus to them again, Verily, verily, I say to you, I am the door of
the sheep.
8 All that ever came before me are
thieves and robbers: but the sheep did
not hear them.
9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go
in and out, and find pasture.
10 The thief comes not, but for to steal,
and to kill, and to destroy: I am come
that they might have life, and that they

V

10:2 True believers are likened to sheep, which: know the voice of their shepherd; are easily led
(they submit without resistance); flock together (in unity); need a shepherd (or they stray); were a
type of Israel (Matthew 10:6); imitate one another; are productive (wool, leather, meat, and milk);
were a sign of God’s blessing (see Deuteronomy 7:13); will be divided from the “goats” at the
Judgment; were offered in sacrifice.
10:9 A Hebrew servant who was given his freedom had the option to stay with a master he
loved. If he chose to give up his freedom, his master took him to the doorpost and pierced his ear
with an awl, “and he shall serve him forever” (Exodus 21:5,6). In the same way, the sinner, upon
conversion, is given freedom from sin and becomes a servant of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 7:22),
to serve Him forever. He presents his body as a living sacrifice. His ear is forever open to the Door of
the Savior (John 10:9).
10:10 “Evangelism is about experiencing God. If you choose to be obedient, He will take you on
a journey so exciting that your life will never be the same.” Bill Fay, Share Jesus Without Fear
“Evangelism is the cure to the disease of church boredom.” Todd P. McCollum
“I can tell you that there is no greater joy than leading someone to faith in Jesus Christ. Even if they
reject your message, it still feels great to obey Christ. Yet regardless of how we feel, we need to remember this is what He has commanded.” D. James Kennedy
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might have it more abundantly.
11 I am the good shepherd: the good
shepherd gives his life for the sheep.
12 But he that is an hireling, and not
the shepherd, whose own the sheep are
not, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the
sheep, and flees: and the wolf catches
them, and scatters the sheep.
13 The hireling flees, because he is an
hireling, and cares not for the sheep.
14 I am the good shepherd, and know
my sheep, and am known of mine.
15 As the Father knows me, even so
know I the Father: and I lay down my life
for the sheep.
16 And other sheep I have, which are not
of this fold: them also I must bring, and
they shall hear my voice; and there shall
be one fold, and one shepherd.
17 Therefore does my Father love me,
because I lay down my life, that I might
take it again.
18 No man takes it from me, but I lay
it down of myself. I have power to lay
it down, and I have power to take it
again. This commandment have I received of my Father.
19 There was a division therefore again
among the Jews for these sayings.
20 And many of them said, He has a devil, and is mad; why do you hear him?
21 Others said, These are not the words
of him that has a devil. Can a devil open
the eyes of the blind?
22 And it was at Jerusalem the feast of
the dedication, and it was winter.
23 And Jesus walked in the temple in
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Solomon’s porch.
24 Then came the Jews round about
him, and said to him, How long do you
make us to doubt? If you be the Christ,
tell us plainly.
25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and
you believed not: the works that I do in
my Father’s name, they bear witness of
me.

The Bible is unique and proves itself
to be supernatural in origin.
See Psalm 119:105 footnote.

26 But you believe not, because you are
not of my sheep, as I said to you.
27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know
them, and they follow me:
28 And I give to them eternal life; and
they shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of my hand.
29 My Father, which gave them me, is
greater than all; and no man is able to
pluck them out of my Father’s hand.
30 I and my Father are one.

10:11 Hundreds of years earlier, David had written that the Lord was his shepherd, and now that
Shepherd had become flesh. Here is a continuance of the most famous of psalms, Psalm 23. This
was the “Great Shepherd” Himself (Hebrews 13:20), the One who takes away the “want” of the
covetous human heart. He was the path of righteousness, who brought light to the valley of the
shadow of death. Here was the Bread of Life, placed by God on a table in the presence of our enemies. Heaven’s cup “ran over,” and brought the Father’s goodness and mercy to us, so that we
might dwell in the House of the Lord forever.
10:16 The Mormons misrepresent this verse. It is an obvious reference to the Gentiles. See John
11:52; Romans 15:9–12; Ephesians 2:11–18.
10:27 See 2 Timothy 2:19 footnote.
10:30 Was Jesus God in human form? See John 10:38.
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31 Then the Jews took up stones again
to stone him.
32 Jesus answered them, Many good
works have I showed you from my Father;
for which of those works do you stone
me?
33 The Jews answered him, saying, For
a good work we stone you not; but for
blasphemy; and because that you, being
a man, make yourself God.
34 Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, You are gods?
35 If he called them gods, to whom the
word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken;
36 Do you say of him, whom the Father
has sanctified, and sent into the world,
You blaspheme; because I said, I am the
Son of God?

❝

Preach Christ or nothing: don’t dispute
or discuss except with your eye on the
cross.
CHARLES SPURGEON

❞

37 If I do not the works of my Father,
believe me not.
38 But if I do, though you believe not me,
believe the works: that you may know,
and believe, that the Father is in me, and
I in him.
39 Therefore they sought again to take
him: but he escaped out of their hand,
40 And went away again beyond Jordan
into the place where John at first baptized;
and there he abode.
41 And many resorted to him, and said,
John did no miracle: but all things that

John spoke of this man were true.
42 And many believed on him there.
CHAPTER 11
OW a certain man was sick, named
Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary
and her sister Martha.
2 (It was that Mary which anointed the
Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet
with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was
sick.)
3 Therefore his sisters sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom you love is
sick.
4 When Jesus heard that, he said, This
sickness is not to death, but for the glory
of God, that the Son of God might be
glorified thereby.
5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.
6 When he had heard therefore that he
was sick, he abode two days still in the
same place where he was.
7 Then after that said he to his disciples,
Let us go into Judea again.
8 His disciples said to him, Master, the
Jews of late sought to stone you; and you
go there again?
9 Jesus answered, Are there not twelve
hours in the day? If any man walk in the
day, he stumbles not, because he sees
the light of this world.
10 But if a man walk in the night, he
stumbles, because there is no light in him.
11 These things said he: and after that
he said to them, Our friend Lazarus sleeps;
but I go, that I may awake him out of
sleep.
12 Then said his disciples, Lord, if he
sleep, he shall do well.

N

10:38 Was Jesus God in human form? See John 14:10.
11:6 God’s ways are distinctively and consistently different from ours. God did not rescue Daniel
out of the lion’s den as we would have. He didn’t turn off the fiery furnace into which Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-Nego were cast, as we would. He didn’t kill Pharaoh and save the Israelites
from the Red Sea; instead He worked His wondrous purposes in the lion’s den, in the furnace, and
in the Red Sea. Lion’s teeth, fire, and water are no big deal to the God who created them. Death,
at the presence of the Light of the world, is but a shadow that quickly dissipates like a frightened
and sickly child.
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The Deity of Jesus
From Christ Before the Manger by Ron Rhode

A strong argument for the deity of Christ is the fact that many of the names, titles, and attributes
ascribed to Yahweh are also ascribed to Jesus Christ.
DESCRIPTION

FATHER

JESUS

Yahweh (“I AM”) Exodus 3:14
Deuteronomy 32:39
Isaiah 43:10

John 8:24
John 8:58
John 18:4–6

God

Isaiah 7:14
Isaiah 9:6
John 1:1,14
John 20:28
Titus 2:13
Hebrews 1:8
2 Peter 1:1
Matthew 1:23
1 John 5:20

Genesis 1:1
Deuteronomy 6:4
Psalm 45:6,7

Alpha and Omega Isaiah 41:4
(First and Last)
Isaiah 48:12
Revelation 1:8

Revelation 1:17,18
Revelation 2:8
Revelation 22:12–16

Lord

Isaiah 45:23

Matthew 12:8
Acts 7:59,60
Acts 10:36
Romans 10:12
1 Corinthians 2:8
1 Corinthians 12:3
Philippians 2:10,11

Savior

Isaiah 43:3
Isaiah 43:11
Isaiah 49:26
Isaiah 63:8
Luke 1:47
1 Timothy 4:10

Matthew 1:21
Luke 2:11
John 1:29
John 4:42
2 Timothy 1:10
Titus 2:13
Hebrews 5:9

King

Psalm 95:3
Isaiah 43:15
1 Timothy 6:14–16

Revelation 17:14
Revelation 19:16

Judge

Genesis 18:25
Deuteronomy 32:36
Psalm 50:4,6
Psalm 58:11
Psalm 75:7
Psalm 96:13

John 5:22
2 Corinthians 5:10
2 Timothy 4:1

Light

2 Samuel 22:29
Psalm 27:1

John 1:4,9
John 3:19
John 8:12
John 9:5
(continued)
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(10:36 continued)
DESCRIPTION

FATHER

JESUS

Rock

Deuteronomy 32:3,4
2 Samuel 22:32
Psalm 89:26

Romans 9:33
1 Corinthians 10:3,4
1 Peter 2:4–8

Redeemer

Psalm 130:7,8
Isaiah 43:1
Isaiah 48:17
Isaiah 49:26
Isaiah 54:5

Acts 20:28
Ephesians 1:7
Hebrews 9:12

Our
Righteousness

Isaiah 45:24

Jeremiah 23:6
Romans 3:21,22

Husband

Isaiah 54:5
Hosea 2:16

Matthew 25:1
Mark 2:18,19
2 Corinthians 11:2
Ephesians 5:25–32
Revelation 21:2,9

Shepherd

Genesis 49:24
Psalm 23:1
Psalm 80:1

John 10:11,16
Hebrews 13:20
1 Peter 2:25
1 Peter 5:4

Creator

Genesis 1:1
Job 33:4
Psalm 95:5,6
Psalm 102:24,25
Isaiah 40:28
Isaiah 43:1
Acts 4:24

John 1:2,3,10
Colossians 1:15–18
Hebrews 1:1–3,10

Giver of Life

Genesis 2:7
Deuteronomy 32:39
1 Samuel 2:6
Psalm 36:9

John 5:21
John 10:28
John 11:25

Forgiver of Sin

Exodus 34:6,7
Nehemiah 9:17
Daniel 9:9
Jonah 4:2

Matthew 9:2
Mark 2:1–12
Acts 26:18
Colossians 2:13
Colossians 3:13

Lord our Healer

Exodus 15:26

Acts 9:34

Omnipresent

Psalm 139:7–12
Proverbs 15:3

Matthew 18:20
Matthew 28:20
Ephesians 3:17
Ephesians 4:10

Omniscient

1 Kings 8:39
Jeremiah 17:10,16

Matthew 9:4
Matthew 11:27
Luke 5:4–6
John 2:25
John 16:30
John 21:17
Acts 1:24
(continued)
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(10:36 continued)
DESCRIPTION

FATHER

JESUS

Omnipotent

Isaiah 40:10–31
Isaiah 45:5–13
Revelation 19:6

Matthew 28:18
Mark 1:29–34
John 10:18
Jude 24

Preexistent

Genesis 1:1

John 1:15,30
John 3:13,31,32
John 6:62
John 16:28
John 17:5

Eternal

Psalm 102:26,27
Habakkuk 3:6

Isaiah 9:6
Micah 5:2
John 8:58

Immutable

Malachi 3:6
James 1:17

Hebrews 13:8

Receiver of
worship

Matthew 4:10
John 4:24
Revelation 5:14
Revelation 7:11
Revelation 11:16
Revelation 19:4,10

Matthew 2:8,11
Matthew 14:33
Matthew 28:9
John 9:38
Philippians 2:10,11
Hebrews 1:6

Hope

Jeremiah 17:7

1 Timothy 1:1

Speaker with
divine authority

“Thus saith the Lord . . .”
Matthew 23:34–37
—used hundreds of times John 3:5
John 7:46
“Truly, truly, I say . . .”

Who raised Jesus
from the dead?

Acts 2:24,32
Romans 8:11
1 Corinthians 6:14

John 2:19–22
John 10:17,18
Matthew 27:40

Who gets the
glory?

Isaiah 42:8
Isaiah 48:11

Hebrews 13:21
John 17:5

13 Howbeit Jesus spoke of his death: but
they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep.
14 Then said Jesus to them plainly, Lazarus is dead.
15 And I am glad for your sakes that I
was not there, to the intent you may believe; nevertheless let us go to him.
16 Then said Thomas, which is called
Didymus, to his fellow-disciples, Let us
also go, that we may die with him.
17 Then when Jesus came, he found that
he had lain in the grave four days already.
18 Now Bethany was near to Jerusalem,

about fifteen furlongs off:
19 And many of the Jews came to Martha
and Mary, to comfort them concerning
their brother.
20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard
that Jesus was coming, went and met him:
but Mary sat still in the house.
21 Then said Martha to Jesus, Lord, if
you had been here, my brother had not
died.
22 But I know, that even now, whatsoever you will ask of God, God will give it
you.
23 Jesus said to her, Your brother shall
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How to Preach at a Funeral for Someone You
Suspect Died Unsaved

By Mike Smalley
1. Start in the natural realm and swing to the
spiritual.
2. Say something positive about the person
who has died—either personally, or their marriage, kids, work ethic, their generation, etc.
This should build rapport with the audience.
Use a humorous story that relates to the above.
3. Don’t feel pressured to mention where the
deceased may have gone after death (God is
the only One who truly knows).
4. Never insinuate that he went to heaven.
5. Use this as a springboard: “Good friends
often remind us of things that we don’t want

rise again.
24 Martha said to him, I know that he
shall rise again in the resurrection at the
last day.
25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believes in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live:
26 And whosoever lives and believes in
me shall never die. Do you believe this?
27 She said to him, Yea, Lord: I believe
that you are the Christ, the Son of God,
which should come into the world.
28 And when she had so said, she went
her way, and called Mary her sister secretly, saying, The Master is come, and
calls for you.
29 As soon as she heard that, she arose
quickly, and came to him.
30 Now Jesus was not yet come into the
town, but was in that place where Martha
met him.

to deal with, but that are very important. Bob,
today, reminds us that we all must die.”
6. Use anecdotes that convey eternal truths.
7. Go quickly but thoroughly through each of
the Ten Commandments.
8. Warn briefly about sin, death, judgment,
and eternity.
9. Give a clear gospel presentation.
10. Appeal to the audience to repent today.
“When anyone dies, I ask myself, ‘Was I faithful?’ Did I speak all the truth? And did I speak
it from my very soul every time I preached?”
Charles Spurgeon

31 The Jews then which were with her
in the house, and comforted her, when
they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily and
went out, followed her, saying, She goes
to the grave to weep there.
32 Then when Mary was come where
Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at
his feet, saying to him, Lord, if you had
been here, my brother had not died.
33 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which
came with her, he groaned in the spirit,
and was troubled,
34 And said, Where have you laid him?
They said to him, Lord, come and see.
35 Jesus wept.
36 Then said the Jews, Behold how he
loved him!
37 And some of them said, Could not this
man, which opened the eyes of the blind,
have caused that even this man should

11:25 The uniqueness of Jesus. “A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things
Jesus said wouldn’t be a great moral teacher. He’d either be a lunatic—on a level with the man
who says he’s a poached egg—or else he’d be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either
this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up
for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord
and God. But don’t let us come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human
teacher. He hasn’t left that open to us. He didn’t intend to.” C. S. Lewis, The Case for Christianity
11:25

Jesus’ unique words: See John 14:6 footnote.
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not have died?
38 Jesus therefore again groaning in himself came to the grave. It was a cave, and
a stone lay upon it.
39 Jesus said, Take away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, said
to him, Lord, by this time he stinks: for
he has been dead four days.
40 Jesus said to her, Said I not to you,
that, if you would believe, you should
see the glory of God?
41 Then they took away the stone from
the place where the dead was laid. And
Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father,
I thank you that you have heard me.
42 And I knew that you hear me always:
but because of the people which stand
by I said it, that they may believe that you
have sent me.
43 And when he thus had spoken, he
cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come
forth.
44 And he that was dead came forth,
bound hand and foot with graveclothes:
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and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus said to them, Loose him, and let
him go.
45 Then many of the Jews which came
to Mary, and had seen the things which
Jesus did, believed on him.
46 But some of them went their ways to
the Pharisees, and told them what things
Jesus had done.
47 Then gathered the chief priests and
the Pharisees a council, and said, What do
we? for this man does many miracles.
48 If we let him thus alone, all men will
believe on him: and the Romans shall
come and take away both our place and
nation.
49 And one of them, named Caiaphas,
being the high priest that same year, said
to them, You know nothing at all,
50 Nor consider that it is expedient for
us, that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not.
51 And this spoke he not of himself: but
being high priest that year, he prophe-

11:35 In one sense, this verse is a mystery because Jesus knew what He was about to do. He was
about to give Mary and Martha the greatest gift, outside of salvation, that they could ever hope
for. Yet, He wept.
The prophets tell us that the Messiah would be a “man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief”
(Isaiah 53:3). He was moved with compassion for the multitudes, wept over Jerusalem, and knew
what it was to “weep with those who weep.” Even though we have heaven before us, it pains the
Head of the Body when the foot hurts. Jesus is a High Priest who is “touched with the feeling of
our infirmities” (Hebrews 4:15).
11:43,44 The words of Jesus cut through the icy grip of death like a white-hot blade through
soft powdered snow. The same Word that brought life in the beginning breathed life into the decomposing corpse of Lazarus. Suddenly, from the blackened shadow of the tomb appeared a figure, wrapped in grave clothes. As he stood at the entrance of the tomb (for tombs didn’t need an
exit until that day), his face and body were covered with grave clothes. God took him by the hand
and led him to the light.
What a picture of what is before us! The hour is coming when all who are in their graves will
hear His voice. The victory Lazarus had over death was bad news for the devil and the undertaker,
but it was only a temporary triumph, for the undertaker would eventually get his deathly fee.
Lazarus would ultimately depart from this earth, but the time is coming when death shall be no
more. On that day, we will exchange these vile, perishing bodies for incorruptible bodies that will
never feel pain, disease, or death:
“So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up
in victory” (1 Corinthians 15:54).
For those who trust in Jesus, this body is but a chrysalis, which may become wrinkled and crusty
with age, but it is just a shell that will be dropped off as the new butterfly emerges.
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sied that Jesus should die for that nation;
52 And not for that nation only, but that
also he should gather together in one the
children of God that were scattered abroad.
53 Then from that day forth they took
counsel together for to put him to death.
54 Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the Jews; but went thence to a
country near to the wilderness, into a city
called Ephraim, and there continued with
his disciples.
55 And the Jews’ passover was near at
hand: and many went out of the country
up to Jerusalem before the passover, to
purify themselves.
56 Then sought they for Jesus, and spoke
among themselves, as they stood in the
temple, What do you think, that he will
not come to the feast?
57 Now both the chief priests and the
Pharisees had given a commandment,
that, if any man knew where he were, he
should show it, that they might take him.
CHAPTER 12
HEN Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus
was which had been dead, whom he raised
from the dead.
2 There they made him a supper; and
Martha served: but Lazarus was one of
them that sat at the table with him.
3 Then took Mary a pound of ointment
of spikenard, very costly, and anointed
the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with
her hair: and the house was filled with

T

the odor of the ointment.
4 Then said one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, which should betray
him,
5 Why was not this ointment sold for
three hundred pence, and given to the
poor?
6 This he said, not that he cared for the
poor; but because he was a thief, and had
the bag, and bare what was put therein.
7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against
the day of my burying has she kept this.
8 For the poor always you have with
you; but me you have not always.

❝

Men have been helped to live by
remembering that they must die.

❞

CHARLES SPURGEON

9 Much people of the Jews therefore
knew that he was there: and they came
not for Jesus’ sake only, but that they
might see Lazarus also, whom he had
raised from the dead.
10 But the chief priests consulted that
they might put Lazarus also to death;
11 Because that by reason of him many
of the Jews went away, and believed on
Jesus.
12 On the next day much people that
were come to the feast, when they heard
that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,
13 Took branches of palm trees, and
went forth to meet him, and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that comes

12:9 The undertaker’s nightmare. The Son of God created havoc for undertakers by speaking
to their frigid merchandise. His voice was supernatural. A mere “Lazarus, come forth,” spoken to a
corpse meant a nightmarish dilemma for the Bethany funeral director, because he was left with no
body to deal with. Up until that moment, his business was mortally secure. Four days after the
death, he had everything wrapped up, when suddenly, three words unraveled his inanimate toil.
Reimbursement of all funeral expenses was just the beginning of the bad dream. Death was his living, and if this stranger from Nazareth continued to speak around graves, his business itself would
soon be terminal. Jesus Christ was the undertaker’s nightmare because death bowed its vile knee
to His voice, and the day is promised when all undertakers will hit the unemployment line!
The raising of Lazarus snatched the profit from the undertaker; but the incident happened for
the inestimable profit of humanity. It was the long-awaited fulfillment of what was spoken of by
the prophets of old. It was a beam of wondrous and glistening light in the most hopeless and darkest of all caves.
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in the name of the Lord.
14 And Jesus, when he had found a
young ass, sat thereon; as it is written,
15 Fear not, daughter of Zion: behold,
your King comes, sitting on an ass’s colt.
16 These things understood not his disciples at the first: but when Jesus was
glorified, then remembered they that these
things were written of him, and that they
had done these things to him.
17 The people therefore that was with
him when he called Lazarus out of his
grave, and raised him from the dead, bare
record.
18 For this cause the people also met
him, for that they heard that he had done
this miracle.
19 The Pharisees therefore said among
themselves, Perceive how you prevail
nothing? behold, the world is gone after
him.
20 And there were certain Greeks among
them that came up to worship at the feast:
21 The same came therefore to Philip,
which was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, saying, Sir, we would see Jesus.
22 Philip came and told Andrew: and
again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus.
23 And Jesus answered them, saying,
The hour is come, that the Son of man
should be glorified.
24 Verily, verily, I say to you, Except a
corn of wheat fall into the ground and
die, it abides alone: but if it die, it brings
forth much fruit.
25 He that loves his life shall lose it;
and he that hates his life in this world
shall keep it to life eternal.
26 If any man serve me, let him follow me;
and where I am, there shall also my servant
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be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honor.
27 Now is my soul troubled; and what
shall I say? Father, save me from this hour:
but for this cause came I to this hour.
28 Father, glorify your name. Then came
there a voice from heaven, saying, I have
both glorified it, and will glorify it again.
29 The people therefore, that stood by,
and heard it, said that it thundered: others said, An angel spoke to him.
30 Jesus answered and said, This voice
came not because of me, but for your
sakes.
31 Now is the judgment of this world:
now shall the prince of this world be cast
out.
32 And I, if I be lifted up from the
earth, will draw all men to me.
33 This he said, signifying what death
he should die.
34 The people answered him, We have
heard out of the law that Christ abides for
ever: and how do you say, The Son of
man must be lifted up? who is this Son of
man?
35 Then Jesus said to them, Yet a little
while is the light with you. Walk while
you have the light, lest darkness come
upon you: for he that walks in darkness
knows not where he goes.
36 While you have light, believe in the
light, that you may be the children of light.
These things spoke Jesus, and departed,
and did hide himself from them.
37 But though he had done so many
miracles before them, yet they believed
not on him:
38 That the saying of Isaiah the prophet
might be fulfilled, which he spoke, Lord,

12:14 Instead of riding triumphantly through the streets of Jerusalem on a kingly white stallion,
He chose to ride on a young donkey, a lowly beast of burden. Imagine how humbling it would be
for the president of the United States to ride through New York on the back of a donkey. But this is
what the King of kings did. This time He came in lowliness, humbling Himself and becoming obedient to the death of the cross. The next time He will come in flaming fire, on a white horse with ten
thousands of His saints.
12:25 “The greatest proof of Christianity for others is not how far a man can logically analyze his
reasons for believing, but how far in practice he will stake his life on his belief.” T. S. Eliot
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who has believed our report? and to whom
has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
39 Therefore they could not believe, because that Isaiah said again,
40 He has blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see
with their eyes, nor understand with their
heart, and be converted, and I should heal
them.
41 These things said Isaiah, when he saw
his glory, and spoke of him.
42 Nevertheless among the chief rulers
also many believed on him; but because of
the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest
they should be put out of the synagogue:
43 For they loved the praise of men more
than the praise of God.
44 Jesus cried and said, He that believes on me, believes not on me, but on
him that sent me.
45 And he that sees me sees him that
sent me.
46 I am come a light into the world,
that whosoever believes on me should
not abide in darkness.
47 And if any man hear my words, and
believe not, I judge him not: for I came
not to judge the world, but to save the
world.
48 He that rejects me, and receives not
my words, has one that judges him: the
word that I have spoken, the same shall
judge him in the last day.
49 For I have not spoken of myself; but
the Father which sent me, he gave me a
commandment, what I should say, and
what I should speak.
50 And I know that his commandment
is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak

therefore, even as the Father said to me,
so I speak.
CHAPTER 13
OW before the feast of the passover,
when Jesus knew that his hour was
come that he should depart out of this
world to the Father, having loved his own
which were in the world, he loved them
to the end.
2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him;
3 Jesus knowing that the Father had
given all things into his hands, and that
he was come from God, and went to God;
4 He rose from supper, and laid aside his
garments; and took a towel, and girded
himself.
5 After that he poured water into a basin,
and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and
to wipe them with the towel wherewith
he was girded.
6 Then came he to Simon Peter: and Peter
said to him, Lord, do you wash my feet?
7 Jesus answered and said to him, What
I do you know not now; but you shall
know hereafter.
8 Peter said to him, You shall never wash
my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash you
not, you have no part with me.
9 Simon Peter said to him, Lord, not my
feet only, but also my hands and my head.
10 Jesus said to him, He that is washed
needs not save to wash his feet, but is
clean every whit: and you are clean, but
not all.
11 For he knew who should betray him;
therefore said he, You are not all clean.

N

12:38 One would think that a terminally ill world would gladly embrace the cure of the gospel,
but few, so few believe our report.
13:2 While “the devil made me do it” will not be a valid defense on Judgment Day, if more people would believe that the devil is at work in their lives, our prisons would be less full and human
suffering would be much less.
So often we hear of people feeling “compelled” to kill, and thinking the impulses were their
own. If potential homosexuals understood the influence of unclean spirits, they would be less likely
to follow every grimy impulse that comes into their minds. Those who believe that our battle is not
against flesh and blood, but demonic personalities, will then be less prone to be tools of darkness.
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12 So after he had washed their feet,
and had taken his garments, and was set
down again, he said to them, Do you
know what I have done to you?
13 You call me Master and Lord: and
you say well; for so I am.
14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have
washed your feet; you also ought to wash
one another’s feet.

The Bible gives instructions on how to
avoid diseases, thousands of years
before man discovered their cause.
See Hebrews 11:3 footnote.

15 For I have given you an example,
that you should do as I have done to you.
16 Verily, verily, I say to you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he
that is sent greater than he that sent him.
17 If you know these things, happy are
you if you do them.
18 I speak not of you all: I know whom
I have chosen: but that the scripture may
be fulfilled, He that eats bread with me
has lifted up his heel against me.
19 Now I tell you before it come, that,
when it is come to pass, you may believe
that I am he.
20 Verily, verily, I say to you, He that receives whomsoever I send receives me;
and he that receives me receives him that
sent me.
21 When Jesus had thus said, he was
troubled in spirit, and testified, and said,
Verily, verily, I say to you, that one of you
shall betray me.
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22 Then the disciples looked one on another, doubting of whom he spoke.
23 Now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved.
24 Simon Peter therefore beckoned to
him, that he should ask who it should be
of whom he spoke.
25 He then lying on Jesus’ breast said to
him, Lord, who is it?
26 Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I
shall give a sop, when I have dipped it.
And when he had dipped the sop, he gave
it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon.
27 And after the sop Satan entered into
him. Then said Jesus to him, That you do,
do quickly.
28 Now no man at the table knew for
what intent he spoke this to him.
29 For some of them thought, because
Judas had the bag, that Jesus had said to
him, Buy those things that we have need
of against the feast; or, that he should give
something to the poor.
30 He then having received the sop went
immediately out: and it was night.
31 Therefore, when he was gone out,
Jesus said, Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him.
32 If God be glorified in him, God shall
also glorify him in himself, and shall
straightway glorify him.
33 Little children, yet a little while I am
with you. You shall seek me: and as I said
to the Jews, Where I go, you cannot come;
so now I say to you.
34 A new commandment I give to you,
That you love one another; as I have loved
you, that you also love one another.
35 By this shall all men know that you
are my disciples, if you have love one to
another.
36 Simon Peter said to him, Lord, where
are you going? Jesus answered him, Where
I go, you can not follow me now; but you
shall follow me afterwards.
37 Peter said to him, Lord, why cannot
I follow you now? I will lay down my life
for your sake.
38 Jesus answered him, Will you lay
down your life for my sake? Verily, verily,
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QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

O
14:6

“It’s intolerant to say that Jesus is the
only way to God!”

Jesus is the One who said that He is the only way to the Father. For
Christians to say that there are other ways to find peace with God is to
bear false testimony. In one sweeping statement, Jesus discards all
other religions as a means of finding forgiveness of sins. This agrees
with other Scriptures: “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is no other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12), and “For there is one God,
and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5).

I say to you, The cock shall not crow, till
you have denied me thrice.
CHAPTER 14
ET not your heart be troubled: you
believe in God, believe also in me.
2 In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told
you. I go to prepare a place for you.
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again, and receive you to myself; that where I am, there you may be
also.
4 And where I go you know, and the way
you know.
5 Thomas said to him, Lord, we know
not where you go; and how can we know
the way?
6 Jesus said to him, I am the way, the
truth, and the life: no man comes to
the Father, but by me.
7 If you had known me, you should have
known my Father also: and from henceforth you know him, and have seen him.

L

8 Philip said to him, Lord, show us the
Father, and it suffices us.
9 Jesus said to him, Have I been so
long time with you, and yet have you
not known me, Philip? he that has seen
me has seen the Father; and how do you
say then, Show us the Father?
10 Do you not believe that I am in the
Father, and the Father in me? the words
that I speak to you I speak not of myself:
but the Father that dwells in me, he does
the works.
11 Believe me that I am in the Father,
and the Father in me: or else believe me
for the very works’ sake.
12 Verily, verily, I say to you, He that believes on me, the works that I do shall he
do also; and greater works than these shall
he do; because I go to my Father.
13 And whatsoever you shall ask in my
name, that will I do, that the Father may
be glorified in the Son.
14 If you shall ask any thing in my name,
I will do it.

14:2 Faith in God clears the muddy waters of fear. The Christian who has confidence in Jesus
Christ knows that his eternal footsteps have been ordered by the Lord, and that there is a mansion
prepared for him that his wildest imaginations could not conceive. If these things weren’t so, Jesus
would have told us. He is not a liar. His word is sure and steadfast, a mooring for the soul, and
those who come into the harbor of a calm faith in God have perfect peace in the troubled storms
of this world.
14:6 Jesus’ unique words: Paige Patterson stated, “It comes down to a question of truth. Every
false religious expression is a religion of darkness. That doesn’t mean there are no good things in
that faith. But if Jesus is to be taken seriously when He says, ‘No one comes to the Father but
through Me,’ every other proposal is one of darkness.” See John 14:21 footnote.
14:10 Was Jesus God in human form? See John 17:22.
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QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

O
14:21

“I made a commitment, but nothing
happened.”

Some people don’t get past “square one” because they trust in their feelings
rather than God. His promises are true, despite our feelings. If I make a promise
to my wife, that promise is true whether she is feeling happy or sad. If she
doubts my word, then she brings a slur to my integrity.
Anyone who genuinely repents and trusts in Christ will be saved. The Bible makes this
promise: “He that has my commandments, and keeps them, he it is that loves me: and he that
loves me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him” [John
14:21]. There’s the promise, and there’s the condition. Any person who loves and obeys Jesus
will begin a supernatural relationship with Him and the Father. He said, “And this is life eternal,
that they might know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (John
17:3). That doesn’t mean you will hear voices or see visions. God will instead make you a new
person from within. He will send His Spirit to live within you. You will have a new heart with
new desires. You will suddenly become conscious of God and His creation. The Bible will open
up to you and become a living Word, and you will have an inner witness that you are saved, that
your name is written in heaven, and that death has lost its sting (1 John 5:10–12).

15 If you love me, keep my commandments.
16 And I will pray the Father, and he
shall give you another Comforter, that he
may abide with you for ever;
17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the
world cannot receive, because it sees him
not, neither knows him: but you know
him; for he dwells with you, and shall be
in you.
18 I will not leave you comfortless: I will
come to you.
19 Yet a little while, and the world sees
me no more; but you see me: because I
live, you shall live also.
20 At that day you shall know that I am
in my Father, and you in me, and I in
you.

21 He that has my commandments,
and keeps them, he it is that loves me:
and he that loves me shall be loved of
my Father, and I will love him, and
will manifest myself to him.
22 Judas said to him, not Iscariot, Lord,
how is it that you will manifest yourself
to us, and not to the world?
23 Jesus answered and said to him, If a
man love me, he will keep my words:
and my Father will love him, and we will
come to him, and make our abode with
him.
24 He that loves me not keeps not my
sayings: and the word which you hear is
not mine, but the Father’s which sent
me.
25 These things have I spoken to you,

14:14 In 1 Kings 3:5, the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and said, “Ask! What
shall I give you?” God asks us the same question. Be like Solomon and ask for wisdom. God
promises to give it liberally (James 1:5). He who gets wisdom loves his own soul (Proverbs 19:8). If
you have wisdom, you will think right, do right, and speak right. Remember: He who wins souls is
wise (Proverbs 11:30).
14:15 We show our love for God by our obedience. If we do not obey, we do not truly love Him
(see vv. 23,24). There are many who call Him “Lord, Lord,” but do not do what He says. Matthew
7:21–23 tells us their fearful fate.
14:21 Jesus’ unique words: Jesus promises that He and the Father will reveal themselves to all
who love and obey Him. This is the ultimate challenge to any skeptic. See John 17:5 footnote.
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SPRINGBOARDS FOR PREACHING AND WITNESSING

15:13

Revolting Natives

An African chief got wind of a mutiny being planned in his tribe. In an effort to
quash the revolt, he called the tribe together and said that anyone caught in rebellion would be given one hundred lashes, without mercy.
A short time later, to the chief’s dismay he found that his own brother was behind the revolt. He was trying to overthrow him so he could be head of the tribe. Everyone thought the
chief would break his word. But being a just man, he had his brother tied to a tree. Then he had
himself tied next to him, and he took those one hundred lashes across his own bare flesh, in his
brother’s place. In doing so, he not only kept his word (justice was done), but he also demonstrated his great love and forgiveness toward his brother.

being yet present with you.
26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, he shall teach you all things, and
bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said to you.
27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I
give to you: not as the world gives, give I
to you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid.
28 You have heard how I said to you, I
go away, and come again to you. If you
loved me, you would rejoice, because I
said, I go to the Father: for my Father is
greater than I.
29 And now I have told you before it
come to pass, that, when it is come to
pass, you might believe.
30 Hereafter I will not talk much with
you: for the prince of this world comes,
and has nothing in me.
31 But that the world may know that I
love the Father; and as the Father gave
me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let
us go hence.
CHAPTER 15
AM the true vine, and my Father is
the husbandman.
2 Every branch in me that bears not fruit
he takes away: and every branch that bears
fruit, he purges it, that it may bring forth
more fruit.
3 Now you are clean through the word
which I have spoken to you.
4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the

I

branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except
it abide in the vine; no more can you,
except you abide in me.
5 I am the vine, you are the branches:
He that abides in me, and I in him, the
same brings forth much fruit: for without me you can do nothing.
6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast
forth as a branch, and is withered; and
men gather them, and cast them into the
fire, and they are burned.
7 If you abide in me, and my words
abide in you, you shall ask what you
will, and it shall be done to you.
8 Herein is my Father glorified, that you
bear much fruit; so shall you be my disciples.
9 As the Father has loved me, so have I
loved you: continue in my love.
10 If you keep my commandments, you
shall abide in my love; even as I have
kept my Father’s commandments, and
abide in his love.
11 These things have I spoken to you,
that my joy might remain in you, and
that your joy might be full.
12 This is my commandment, That you
love one another, as I have loved you.
13 Greater love has no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his
friends.
14 You are my friends, if you do whatsoever I command you.
15 Henceforth I call you not servants;
for the servant knows not what his lord
does: but I have called you friends; for
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all things that I have heard of my Father
I have made known to you.
16 You have not chosen me, but I have
chosen you, and ordained you, that you
should go and bring forth fruit, and that
your fruit should remain: that whatsoever you shall ask of the Father in my name,
he may give it you.
17 These things I command you, that
you love one another.
18 If the world hate you, you know that
it hated me before it hated you.
19 If you were of the world, the world
would love his own: but because you are
not of the world, but I have chosen you
out of the world, therefore the world
hates you.

❝

There must be true and deep conviction of sin. This the preacher must labor
to produce, for where this is not felt,
the new birth has not taken place.
CHARLES SPURGEON

❞

20 Remember the word that I said to
you, The servant is not greater than his
lord. If they have persecuted me, they
will also persecute you; if they have kept
my saying, they will keep yours also.
21 But all these things will they do to
you for my name’s sake, because they
know not him that sent me.
22 If I had not come and spoken to them,
they had not had sin: but now they have
no cloak for their sin.
23 He that hates me hates my Father
also.
24 If I had not done among them the
works which none other man did, they
had not had sin: but now have they both
seen and hated both me and my Father.
25 But this comes to pass, that the word
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might be fulfilled that is written in their
law, They hated me without a cause.
26 But when the Comforter is come,
whom I will send to you from the Father,
even the Spirit of truth, which proceeds
from the Father, he shall testify of me:
27 And you also shall bear witness, because you have been with me from the
beginning.
CHAPTER 16
HESE things have I spoken to you,
that you should not be offended.
2 They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time comes, that whosoever kills you will think that he does God
service.
3 And these things will they do to you,
because they have not known the Father,
nor me.
4 But these things have I told you, that
when the time shall come, you may remember that I told you of them. And
these things I said not to you at the beginning, because I was with you.
5 But now I go my way to him that sent
me; and none of you asks me, Where are
you going?
6 But because I have said these things
to you, sorrow has filled your heart.
7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is
expedient for you that I go away: for if I
go not away, the Comforter will not come
to you; but if I depart, I will send him to
you.
8 And when he is come, he will reprove
the world of sin, and of righteousness, and
of judgment:
9 Of sin, because they believe not on me;
10 Of righteousness, because I go to my
Father, and you see me no more;
11 Of judgment, because the prince of
this world is judged.
12 I have yet many things to say to you,

T

15:18–21 Some preachers promise a life of peace and happiness, but the Bible promises something else: “all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12). See
Matthew 10:16 and Philippians 1:29 footnotes.
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but you cannot bear them now.
13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth,
is come, he will guide you into all truth:
for he shall not speak of himself; but
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he
speak: and he will show you things to
come.
14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it to you.
15 All things that the Father has are
mine: therefore said I, that he shall take
of mine, and shall show it to you.
16 A little while, and you shall not see
me: and again, a little while, and you
shall see me, because I go to the Father.
17 Then said some of his disciples among
themselves, What is this that he said to
us, A little while, and you shall not see
me: and again, a little while, and you shall
see me: and, Because I go to the Father?

18 They said therefore, What is this that
he says, A little while? we cannot tell what
he says.
19 Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, and said to them, Do
you inquire among yourselves of that I
said, A little while, and you shall not see
me: and again, a little while, and you shall
see me?
20 Verily, verily, I say to you, That you
shall weep and lament, but the world shall
rejoice: and you shall be sorrowful, but
your sorrow shall be turned into joy.
21 A woman when she is in travail has
sorrow, because her hour is come: but as
soon as she is delivered of the child, she
remembers no more the anguish, for joy
that a man is born into the world.
22 And you now therefore have sorrow:
but I will see you again, and your heart

16:8–11 The Holy Spirit’s role in salvation. The question may arise about the Holy Spirit’s role
in the salvation of sinners. The answer is clear from Scripture. We are drawn by, convicted by, born
of, and kept by the Holy Spirit. Why then do we need to use the Law when witnessing? Why don’t
we just leave the salvation of sinners up to the Holy Spirit? Simply because, just as God has condescended to choose the foolishness of preaching to save those who believe, so He has chosen the
Moral Law to bring the knowledge of sin.
Jesus Himself tells us how the Holy Spirit works in the salvation of the lost. He said that when
the Holy Spirit comes “he will reprove the world of sin [which is transgression of the Law—1 John
3:4], and of righteousness [which is of the Law—Romans 8:4], and of judgment [which is by the
Law—Romans 2:12]. So when we use the Law to bring the knowledge of sin to the lost, we simply
become instruments He uses to lead sinners to the Savior.
“When 100 years ago earnest scholars decreed that the Law had no relationship to the preaching
of the gospel, they deprived the Holy Spirit in the area where their influence prevailed of the only
instrument with which He had ever armed Himself to prepare sinners for grace.” Paris Reidhead
“The Holy Spirit convicts us . . . He shows us the Ten Commandments; the Law is the schoolmaster
that leads us to Christ. We look in the mirror of the Ten Commandments, and we see ourselves in
that mirror.” Billy Graham
16:9 Why will sinners go to hell? Much damage has been done to the cause of the gospel by
telling the world that they will go to hell “because they don’t believe in Jesus.” This makes no
sense to the ungodly. It seems unreasonable that God would eternally damn them for not believing
something. However, the verse can be explained this way: If a man jumps out of a plane without a
parachute, he will perish because he transgressed the law of gravity. Had he put on a parachute, he
would have been saved. In one sense, he perished because he didn’t put on the parachute. But the
primary reason he died was because he broke the law of gravity.
If a sinner refuses to trust in Jesus Christ when he passes through the door of death, he will perish. This isn’t because he refused to trust the Savior, but because he transgressed the Law of God.
Had he “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 13:14), he would have been saved; but because he
refused to repent, he will suffer the full consequences of his sin. Sin is not “failing to believe in
Jesus.” Sin is “transgression of the Law” (1 John 3:4).
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QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

O
17:3

“I don’t believe that God is knowable.”

It is amazing how it’s human nature to assume that because we
believe or don’t believe something, that makes it true. Some may
not believe in the law of gravity, and may feel thay have “evidence” to back up their belief. However, gravity exists whether they
believe in it or not. The truth is, God is knowable. Jesus testified, “And this is life eternal, that
they might know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (John 17:3).
We not only have the testimony of the Scriptures to tell us this, but we have the testimony of
multitudes of Christians who know the Lord personally. It is more truthful to say, “I don’t want
to know God.” Sinful man runs from Him as did Adam in the garden of Eden.

shall rejoice, and your joy no man takes
from you.
23 And in that day you shall ask me
nothing. Verily, verily, I say to you, Whatsoever you shall ask the Father in my
name, he will give it you.
24 Hitherto have you asked nothing in
my name: ask, and you shall receive, that
your joy may be full.
25 These things have I spoken to you in
proverbs: but the time comes, when I
shall no more speak to you in proverbs,
but I shall show you plainly of the Father.
26 At that day you shall ask in my name:
and I say not to you, that I will pray the
Father for you:
27 For the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God.
28 I came forth from the Father, and
am come into the world: again, I leave
the world, and go to the Father.
29 His disciples said to him, Lo, now
you speak plainly, and speak no proverb.
30 Now are we sure that you know all
things, and need not that any man should
ask you; by this we believe that you came
forth from God.
31 Jesus answered them, Do you now
believe?
32 Behold, the hour comes, yea, is now
come, that you shall be scattered, every
man to his own, and shall leave me alone:
and yet I am not alone, because the Father
is with me.

33 These things I have spoken to you,
that in me you might have peace. In the
world you shall have tribulation: but be
of good cheer; I have overcome the world.

......
For what great leaders have said
about the Bible, see page 570.

......
CHAPTER 17
HESE words spoke Jesus, and lifted
up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify your Son,
that your Son also may glorify you:
2 As you have given him power over all
flesh, that he should give eternal life to
as many as you have given him.
3 And this is life eternal, that they
might know you the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.
4 I have glorified you on the earth: I have
finished the work which you gave me to
do.
5 And now, O Father, glorify me with
your own self with the glory which I had
with you before the world was.
6 I have manifested your name to the
men which you gave me out of the world:
yours they were, and you gave them me;
and they have kept your word.
7 Now they have known that all things
whatsoever you have given me are of you.
8 For I have given to them the words
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SPRINGBOARDS FOR PREACHING AND WITNESSING

17:3

Experiential Faith

Our faith isn’t intellectual; it is experiential. We don’t know about God, we know
Him. At the University of Chicago Divinity School, each year they have what is called
“Baptist Day.” It is a day when the school invites all the Baptists in the area to the school because they want the Baptist dollars to keep coming in.
On this day each one is to bring a lunch to be eaten outdoors in a grassy picnic area. Every
“Baptist Day” the school would invite one of the greatest minds to lecture in the theological education center. One year they invited Dr. Paul Tillich. Dr. Tillich spoke for two-and-a-half hours
proving that the resurrection of Jesus was false. He quoted scholar after scholar and book after
book. He concluded that since there was no such thing as the historical resurrection, the religious tradition of the Church was groundless, emotional mumbo-jumbo, because it was based
on a relationship with a risen Jesus, who, in fact, never rose from the dead in any literal sense.
He then asked if there were any questions.
After about 30 seconds, an old preacher with a head of short-cropped, woolly white hair
stood up in the back of the auditorium. “Docta Tillich, I got one question,” he said as all eyes
turned toward him. He reached into his lunch sack and pulled out an apple and began eating it.
“Docta Tillich (crunch, munch), my question is a simple one (crunch, munch). Now, I ain’t never
read them books you read (crunch, munch), and I can’t recite the Scriptures in the original Greek
(crunch, munch). I don’t know nothin’ about Niebuhr and Heidegger (crunch, munch).” He finished the apple. “All I wanna know is: This apple I just ate—was it bitter or sweet?”
Dr. Tillich paused for a moment and answered in exemplary scholarly fashion: “I cannot possibly answer that question, for I haven’t tasted your apple.” The white-haired preacher dropped
the apple core into his crumpled paper bag, looked up at Dr. Tillich and said calmly, “Neither
have you tasted my Jesus.”
The 1,000-plus in attendance could not contain themselves. The auditorium erupted with applause and cheers. Dr. Tillich thanked his audience and promptly left the platform.
“Taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the man that trusts in him” (Psalm 34:8). It
has been well said, “The man with an experience is not at the mercy of a man with an argument.”

which you gave me; and they have received them, and have known surely that
I came out from you, and they have believed that you did send me.
9 I pray for them: I pray not for the
world, but for them which you have given me; for they are yours.
10 And all mine are yours, and yours
are mine; and I am glorified in them.
11 And now I am no more in the world,
but these are in the world, and I come to
you. Holy Father, keep through your own
name those whom you have given me,
that they may be one, as we are.

12 While I was with them in the world,
I kept them in your name: those that you
gave me I have kept, and none of them is
lost, but the son of perdition; that the
scripture might be fulfilled.
13 And now come I to you; and these
things I speak in the world, that they
might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.
14 I have given them your word; and
the world has hated them, because they
are not of the world, even as I am not of
the world.
15 I pray not that you should take them
out of the world, but that you should keep

17:5 Jesus’ unique words: Jesus declared that He was with the Father before the world came
into existence, and that the Father loved Him before the foundation of the world (v. 24). Hebrews
7:3 tells us that He had no beginning. He not only existed before Abraham (John 8:58), He existed
before the creation of the world (John 1:1–3).
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them from the evil.
16 They are not of the world, even as I
am not of the world.
17 Sanctify them through your truth:
your word is truth.
18 As you have sent me into the world,
even so have I also sent them into the
world.
19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself,
that they also might be sanctified through
the truth.
20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for
them also which shall believe on me
through their word;
21 That they all may be one; as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also
may be one in us: that the world may believe that you have sent me.
22 And the glory which you gave me I
have given them; that they may be one,
even as we are one:
23 I in them, and you in me, that they
may be made perfect in one; and that the
world may know that you have sent me,
and have loved them, as you have loved
me.
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“Let men of science and learning expound
their knowledge and prize and probe with
their researches every detail of the records
which have been preserved to us from
those dim ages. All they will do is fortify
the grand simplicity and essential accuracy
of the recorded truths which have lighted
so far the pilgrimage of men.”

Winston Churchill

17:14 Do you feel discouraged by negative reactions to the gospel? You shouldn’t. According to
the Gospels, the religious leaders tried to kill Jesus ten times. Let’s look to Scripture and see what
happened when Paul preached the biblical gospel:
Acts 13:45: The crowd began “contradicting and blaspheming.”
Acts 13:50: Paul and Barnabas were persecuted and thrown out of the region.
Acts 14:5: The crowd plotted to stone them, forcing them to flee.
Acts 14:19: Paul was stoned and left for dead.
Acts 16:23: Both Paul and Silas were beaten with “many stripes” and thrown in prison.
Acts 18:6: Paul’s hearers “opposed themselves, and blasphemed.”
Acts 19:26–28: His hearers were “full of wrath” and seized Paul’s companions.
Acts 20:23: The Holy Spirit warned Paul that bonds and afflictions awaited him wherever he
preached the gospel.
Acts 22:21,22: His listeners called for his death.
Acts 23:1,2: As soon as he began to speak, he was smacked in the mouth.
Acts 23:10. After Paul spoke there was “great dissension” in the crowd and he was nearly “pulled
in pieces.”
Acts 23:12,13: More than forty Jews conspired to murder him.
Acts 24:5: He is called a “pestilent fellow,” a “mover of sedition,” and a “ringleader” of a “sect.”
17:22 Was Jesus God in human form? See Colossians 1:15,16.
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24 Father, I will that they also, whom
you have given me, be with me where I
am; that they may behold my glory, which
you have given me: for you loved me before the foundation of the world.
25 O righteous Father, the world has not
known you: but I have known you, and
these have known that you have sent me.
26 And I have declared to them your
name, and will declare it: that the love
wherewith you have loved me may be in
them, and I in them.
CHAPTER 18
HEN Jesus had spoken these
words, he went forth with his disciples over the brook Cedron, where was
a garden, into the which he entered, and
his disciples.
2 And Judas also, which betrayed him,
knew the place: for Jesus often resorted
there with his disciples.
3 Judas then, having received a band of
men and officers from the chief priests and
Pharisees, came there with lanterns and
torches and weapons.
4 Jesus therefore, knowing all things that
should come upon him, went forth, and
said to them, Whom do you seek?
5 They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth.
Jesus said to them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them.
6 As soon then as he had said to them, I
am he, they went backward, and fell to
the ground.
7 Then asked he them again, Whom do
you seek? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth.
8 Jesus answered, I have told you that I
am he: if therefore you seek me, let these
go their way:
9 That the saying might be fulfilled,
which he spoke, Of them which you gave
me have I lost none.
10 Then Simon Peter having a sword
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drew it, and smote the high priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant’s
name was Malchus.
11 Then said Jesus to Peter, Put up your
sword into the sheath: the cup which my
Father has given me, shall I not drink it?
12 Then the band and the captain and
officers of the Jews took Jesus, and bound
him,
13 And led him away to Annas first; for
he was father in law to Caiaphas, which
was the high priest that same year.
14 Now Caiaphas was he, which gave
counsel to the Jews, that it was expedient
that one man should die for the people.
15 And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and
so did another disciple: that disciple was
known to the high priest, and went in with
Jesus into the palace of the high priest.
16 But Peter stood at the door without.
Then went out that other disciple, which
was known to the high priest, and spoke
to her that kept the door, and brought in
Peter.
17 Then said the damsel that kept the
door to Peter, are you not also one of this
man’s disciples? He said, I am not.
18 And the servants and officers stood
there, who had made a fire of coals; for it
was cold: and they warmed themselves:
and Peter stood with them, and warmed
himself
19 The high priest then asked Jesus of
his disciples, and of his doctrine.
20 Jesus answered him, I spoke openly
to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, where the Jews
always resort; and in secret have I said
nothing.
21 Why do you ask me? ask them which
heard me, what I have said to them: behold, they know what I said.
22 And when he had thus spoken, one
of the officers which stood by struck Jesus

18:17 Who of us who know the Lord cannot identify with Peter? We have felt the paralyzing
power of the fear of man grip our hearts and fasten our lips. Peter stood by the fire and warmed
his cold body, but what he really needed was a fiery coal from the altar of God to touch his frozen
lips.
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with the palm of his hand, saying, Do you
answer the high priest so?
23 Jesus answered him, If I have spoken
evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well,
why do you smite me?
24 Now Annas had sent him bound to
Caiaphas the high priest.
25 And Simon Peter stood and warmed
himself. They said therefore to him, are
not you also one of his disciples? He denied it, and said, I am not.
26 One of the servants of the high priest,
being his kinsman whose ear Peter cut off,
says, Did not I see you in the garden with
him?
27 Peter then denied again: and immediately the cock crew.
28 Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas to
the hall of judgment: and it was early; and
they themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but
that they might eat the passover.
29 Pilate then went out to them, and
said, What accusation do you bring against
this man?
30 They answered and said to him, If he
were not a malefactor, we would not have
delivered him up to you.
31 Then said Pilate to them, You take
him, and judge him according to your law.
The Jews therefore said to him, It is not
lawful for us to put any man to death:
32 That the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he spoke, signifying what
death he should die.
33 Then Pilate entered into the judgment
hall again, and called Jesus, and said to
him, Are you the King of the Jews?
34 Jesus answered him, Do you say this
thing of yourself, or did others tell it of
me?
35 Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Your
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own nation and the chief priests have delivered you to me: what have you done?
36 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not
of this world: if my kingdom were of this
world, then would my servants fight, that
I should not be delivered to the Jews: but
now is my kingdom not from hence.
37 Pilate therefore said to him, Are you
a king then? Jesus answered, You say that
I am a king. To this end was I born, and
for this cause came I into the world, that
I should bear witness to the truth. Every
one that is of the truth hears my voice.
38 Pilate said to him, What is truth? And
when he had said this, he went out again
to the Jews, and said to them, I find in him
no fault at all.
39 But you have a custom, that I should
release to you one at the passover: will
you therefore that I release to you the King
of the Jews?
40 Then cried they all again, saying, Not
this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was
a robber.

......
For witnessing to those who don’t
speak English, see page 671 for the
entire gospel in picture form.

......
CHAPTER 19
HEN Pilate therefore took Jesus, and
scourged him.
2 And the soldiers platted a crown of
thorns, and put it on his head, and they
put on him a purple robe,
3 And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and
they smote him with their hands.
4 Pilate therefore went forth again, and
said to them, Behold, I bring him forth

T

19:1,2 It was plain that the direction this Pilate was taking was not a good one, and he knew it.
He could see that it was going to land him on ground he preferred not to touch. He tried vainly to
alter his course by having Jesus scourged, in the hope that it would appease the Jews. After the
whipping, the twisted soldiers twisted a crown of thorns and put it on His head. This was perhaps
symbolic of the Messiah taking upon Himself the curse placed upon creation when Adam sinned
(Genesis 3:18).
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to you, that you may know that I find no
fault in him.
5 Then came Jesus forth, wearing the
crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And
Pilate said to them, Behold the man!
6 When the chief priests therefore and
officers saw him, they cried out, saying,
Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate said to
them, You take him, and crucify him: for
I find no fault in him.
7 The Jews answered him, We have a
law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God.
8 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid;

❝

We must school and train ourselves to
deal personally with the unconverted.
We must not excuse ourselves, but
force ourselves to the irksome task until
it becomes easy.
CHARLES SPURGEON

❞

9 And went again into the judgment hall,
and said to Jesus, Where are you from?
But Jesus gave him no answer.
10 Then said Pilate to him, Do you not
speak to me? Do you not know that I have
power to crucify you, and have power to
release you?
11 Jesus answered, You could have no
power at all against me, except it were given you from above: therefore he that delivered me to you has the greater sin.
12 And from thenceforth Pilate sought to
release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If you let this man go, you are not
Caesar’s friend: whosoever makes himself
a king speaks against Caesar.
13 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down
in the judgment seat in a place that is
called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew,
Gabbatha.
14 And it was the preparation of the
passover, and about the sixth hour: and
he said to the Jews, Behold your King!
15 But they cried out, Away with him,
away with him, crucify him. Pilate said to

them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief
priest answered, We have no king but
Caesar.
16 Then delivered he him therefore to
them to be crucified. And they took Jesus,
and led him away.
17 And he bearing his cross went forth
into a place called the place of a skull,
which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha:
18 Where they crucified him, and two
other with him, on either side one, and
Jesus in the midst.
19 And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on
the cross. And the writing was, JESUS
OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE
JEWS.
20 This title then read many of the Jews:
for the place where Jesus was crucified
was near to the city: and it was written in
Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin.
21 Then said the chief priests of the Jews
to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews;
but that he said, I am King of the Jews.
22 Pilate answered, What I have written
I have written.
23 Then the soldiers, when they had
crucified Jesus, took his garments, and
made four parts, to every soldier a part;
and also his coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout.
24 They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for
it, whose it shall be: that the scripture
might be fulfilled, which says, They parted my raiment among them, and for my
vesture they did cast lots. These things
therefore the soldiers did.
25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus
his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary
the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.
26 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom
he loved, he said to his mother, Woman,
behold your son!
27 Then said he to the disciple, Behold
your mother! And from that hour that disciple took her to his own home.
28 After this, Jesus knowing that all
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QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

Q

19:33,34

“Is it possible that Jesus simply fainted on the cross,
and revived while He was in the tomb?”

Jesus had been whipped and beaten, and was bleeding from His head,
back, hands, and feet for at least six hours. While he was on the cross, a
soldier pierced His side with a spear and blood and water gushed out.
Professional soldiers would certainly have completed their assigned task
and ensured his death.
“It is impossible that a being who had stolen half-dead out of the sepulcher, who crept about weak and ill, wanting medical treatment, who required bandaging,
strengthening, and indulgence, and who still at last yielded to his sufferings, could have given to
the disciples the impression that he was a conqueror over death and the grave, the Prince of
Life: an impression which lay at the bottom of their future ministry. Such a resuscitation could
only have weakened the impression which he had made upon them in life and in death, at the
most could only have given it an elegiac voice, but could by no possibility have changed their
sorrow into enthusiasm, have elevated their reverence into worship.” Strauss, New Life of Jesus
(quoted in Who Moved the Stone? by Frank Morison)

things were now accomplished, that the
scripture might be fulfilled, said, I thirst.
29 Now there was set a vessel full of
vinegar: and they filled a sponge with
vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put
it to his mouth.
30 When Jesus therefore had received
the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he
bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.
31 The Jews therefore, because it was
the preparation, that the bodies should
not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an
high day,) besought Pilate that their legs

might be broken, and that they might be
taken away.
32 Then came the soldiers, and broke
the legs of the first, and of the other which
was crucified with him.
33 But when they came to Jesus, and
saw that he was dead already, they broke
not his legs:
34 But one of the soldiers with a spear
pierced his side, and forthwith came there
out blood and water.
35 And he that saw it bare record, and
his record is true: and he knows what he
said true, that you might believe.

19:29 Messianic prophecy fulfilled: “They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they
gave me vinegar to drink” (Psalm 69:21). See John 19:33,36 footnote.
19:31,32 Archaeology confirms the Bible. “During the past four decades, spectacular discoveries have produced data corroborating the historical backdrop of the Gospels. In 1968, for example, the skeletal remains of a crucified man were found in a burial cave in northern Jerusalem
. . . There was evidence that his wrists may have been pierced with nails. The knees had been doubled up and turned sideways and an iron nail (still lodged in the heel bone of one foot) driven
through both heels. The shinbones appeared to have been broken, perhaps corroborating the
Gospel of John.” Jeffery L. Sheler, “Is the Bible True?” Reader’s Digest, June 2000
19:33,34 “Clearly the weight of historical and medical evidence indicates that Jesus was dead before the wound to His side was inflicted and supports the traditional view that the spear, thrust between his right rib, probably perforated not only the right lung but also the pericardium and heart
and thereby ensured His death. Accordingly, interpretations based on the assumption that Jesus did
not die on the cross appear to be at odds with modern medical knowledge.” Journal of the
American Medical Society, March 21, 1986
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36 For these things were done, that the
scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of
him shall not be broken.
37 And again another scripture says, They
shall look on him whom they pierced.
38 And after this Joseph of Arimathaea,
being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for
fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he
might take away the body of Jesus: and
Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore,
and took the body of Jesus.
39 And there came also Nicodemus,
which at the first came to Jesus by night,
and brought a mixture of myrrh and
aloes, about an hundred pound weight.
40 Then took they the body of Jesus,
and wound it in linen clothes with the
spices, as the manner of the Jews is to
bury.
41 Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never
man yet laid.
42 There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews’ preparation day; for the
sepulchre was near at hand.
CHAPTER 20
HE first day of the week came Mary
Magdalene early, when it was yet
dark, to the sepulchre, and saw the stone
taken away from the sepulchre.
2 Then she ran, and came to Simon Peter,
and to the other disciple, whom Jesus
loved, and said to them, They have taken
away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and
we know not where they have laid him.
3 Peter therefore went forth, and that
other disciple, and came to the sepulchre.
4 So they ran both together: and the
other disciple did outrun Peter, and came
first to the sepulchre.
5 And he stooping down, and looking in,
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saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he
not in.
6 Then came Simon Peter following him,
and went into the sepulchre, and sees the
linen clothes lie,
7 And the napkin, that was about his
head, not lying with the linen clothes, but
wrapped together in a place by itself.
8 Then went in also that other disciple,
which came first to the sepulchre, and he
saw, and believed.
9 For as yet they knew not the scripture,
that he must rise again from the dead.
10 Then the disciples went away again
to their own home.
11 But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped
down, and looked into the sepulchre,
12 And sees two angels in white sitting,
the one at the head, and the other at the
feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.
13 And they said to her, Woman, why
are you weeping? She said to them, Because they have taken away my Lord,
and I know not where they have laid him.
14 And when she had thus said, she
turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.
15 Jesus said to her, Woman, why are
you weeping? whom do you seek? She,
supposing him to be the gardener, said
to him, Sir, if you have borne him hence,
tell me where you have laid him, and I
will take him away.
16 Jesus said to her, Mary. She turned
herself, and said to him, Rabboni; which
is to say, Master.
17 Jesus said to her, Touch me not; for
I am not yet ascended to my Father: but
go to my brethren, and say to them, I ascend to my Father, and your Father; and
to my God, and your God.
18 Mary Magdalene came and told the

19:33,36 Messianic prophecy fulfilled: As Exodus 12:46 instructs, none of the Passover lamb’s
bones were to be broken. When Jesus, our Passover Lamb, was sacrificed for our sins, none of His
bones were broken. See Acts 2:31 footnote.
20:18 The first evangelist was a woman. She took the good news of the resurrection to the men,
who were hiding behind locked doors.
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QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

O
20:25

“Seeing is believing. If I can’t see it,
I don’t believe it exists.”

We believe in many things that we can’t see. (See Optical Illusions on
page 590.) Ask a skeptic if he has ever seen the wind. Has he seen history? Has he ever seen his brain? We see the effects of the wind, but
the wind is invisible. We have records of history, but it is by “faith” that
we believe certain historical events happened. Television waves are invisible, but an antenna and
a receiver can detect their presence. The unregenerate man likewise has a “receiver.” However,
the receiver (his spirit) is dead because of sin (Ephesians 2:1). He needs to be plugged into the
life of God; then he will come alive and be aware of the invisible spiritual realm.

disciples that she had seen the Lord, and
that he had spoken these things to her.
19 Then the same day at evening, being
the first day of the week, when the doors
were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus
and stood in the midst, and said to them,
Peace be to you.
20 And when he had so said, he showed
to them his hands and his side. Then were
the disciples glad, when they saw the
Lord.
21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace
be to you: as my Father has sent me, even
so send I you.
22 And when he had said this, he
breathed on them, and said to them, Receive the Holy Spirit:
23 Whose soever sins you remit, they are

remitted to them; and whose soever sins
you retain, they are retained.
24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called
Didymus, was not with them when Jesus
came.
25 The other disciples therefore said to
him, We have seen the Lord. But he said
to them, Except I shall see in his hands
the print of the nails, and put my finger
into the print of the nails, and thrust my
hand into his side, I will not believe.
26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them:
then came Jesus, the doors being shut,
and stood in the midst, and said, Peace
be to you.
27 Then said he to Thomas, reach here
your finger, and behold my hands; and
reach here your hand, and thrust it into

20:22 Why did Jesus breathe on His disciples and say, “Receive the Holy Spirit,” when He had already told them that the Holy Spirit could come only after His ascension (John 16:7)? Perhaps it was
at that moment that the Body of Christ on earth was conceived within the womb. Perhaps it was
then that He planted the seed of the life of the Church, but after the gestation period, on the Day
of Pentecost, the Body of Christ was then birthed on earth.
The first seed of Adam’s race began with the breath of God (Genesis 2:7), but the “last Adam”
began with the breath of God in Christ. The first man had been formed from the dust of the
ground, and when the Lord God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, he became a “living
soul,” but Christ was made a “quickening spirit” (1 Corinthians 15:45).
Jesus picked up fallen dust from the ground of Israel, shaped them for three years, and now He
breathed life into them, as He did in Genesis with the dust He had formed into Adam’s body. It was
but a gentle breath at conception, which became a rushing mighty wind on the Day of Pentecost
(Acts 2:2), and caused the living Body of Christ to stand on its feet on earth.
20:23 If someone has turned from sin and is trusting in Jesus Christ alone for his eternal salvation,
every believer has power to inform him that his sin is forgiven, based on his professed faith in the
Savior.
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my side: and be not faithless, but believing.
28 And Thomas answered and said to
him, My Lord and my God.
29 Jesus said to him, Thomas, because
you have seen me, you have believed:
blessed are they that have not seen, and
yet have believed.
30 And many other signs truly did Jesus
in the presence of his disciples, which are
not written in this book:
31 But these are written, that you might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God; and that believing you might
have life through his name.
CHAPTER 21
FTER these things Jesus showed
himself again to the disciples at the
sea of Tiberias; and on this wise showed
he himself.
2 There were together Simon Peter, and
Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael
of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples.
3 Simon Peter said to them, I go a fishing.
They said to him, We also go with you.
They went forth, and entered into a ship
immediately; and that night they caught
nothing.
4 But when the morning was now come,
Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.
5 Then Jesus said to them, Children, have
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you any meat? They answered him, No.
6 And he said to them, Cast the net on
the right side of the ship, and you shall
find. They cast therefore, and now they
were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.
7 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus
loved said to Peter, It is the Lord. Now
when Simon Peter heard that it was the
Lord, he girt his fisher’s coat to him, (for
he was naked,) and did cast himself into
the sea.

❝

A dead calm is our enemy, a storm
may prove our helper. Controversy may
arouse thought, and through thought
may come the Divine change.
CHARLES SPURGEON

❞

8 And the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far from land,
but as it were two hundred cubits,) dragging the net with fishes.
9 As soon then as they were come to
land, they saw a fire of coals there, and
fish laid thereon, and bread.
10 Jesus said to them, Bring of the fish
which you have now caught.
11 Simon Peter went up, and drew the
net to land full of great fishes, an hundred
and fifty and three: and for all there were
so many, yet was not the net broken.

20:26 Scientific facts in the Bible. Babies are circumcised on the eighth day because this is the
day that the coagulating factor in the blood, called prothrombin, is the highest. Medical science has
discovered that this is when the human body’s immune system is at its peak.
Just as the eighth day was the God-given timing for circumcision (Genesis 17:12), there is a
God-given timing for every person who is “circumcised with the circumcision made without hands”
(Colossians 2:11). Jesus appeared to Thomas on the eighth day. What Thomas saw cut away the
flesh of his unbelieving heart. He became a Jew inwardly as his circumcision became “that of the
heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter” (Romans 2:29). Thomas bowed his heart to Jesus of
Nazareth as his Lord and his God. He needed a miracle, and God graciously gave it to him.
Each of us is dealt with individually by God; some get incredible spiritual manifestations at conversion. Others quietly trust the promises of God, and God reveals Himself to them through faith
rather than feelings of great joy. What matters is not how each of us came to Christ, but that we
became new creatures in Christ, because that is the real miracle that proves the reality of salvation.
This is what Paul meant when he wrote, “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision avails anything,
nor uncircumcision, but a new creature” (Galatians 6:15).

369

“God, if you are there, strike me dead!”
(See Proverbs 3:34 footnote.)

Benito Mussolini
12 Jesus said to them, Come and dine.
And none of the disciples dared ask him,
Who are you? knowing that it was the
Lord.
13 Jesus then came, and took bread, and
gave, and fish likewise.
14 This is now the third time that Jesus
showed himself to his disciples, after that
he was risen from the dead.
15 So when they had dined, Jesus said
to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonah, do
you love me more than these? He said to
him, Yea, Lord; you know that I love you.
He said to him, Feed my lambs.
16 He said to him again the second time,
Simon, son of Jonah, do you love me? He
said to him, Yea, Lord; you know that I
love you. He said to him, Feed my sheep.

John 21

17 He said to him the third time, Simon,
son of Jonah, do you love me? Peter was
grieved because he said to him the third
time, Do you love me? And he said to
him, Lord, you know all things; you know
that I love you. Jesus said to him, Feed
my sheep.
18 Verily, verily, I say to you, When you
were young, you girded yourself, and
walked where you would: but when you
shall be old, you shall stretch forth your
hands, and another shall gird you, and
carry you where you would not.
19 This spoke he, signifying by what
death he should glorify God. And when
he had spoken this, he said to him, Follow me.
20 Then Peter, turning about, saw the
disciple whom Jesus loved following;
which also leaned on his breast at supper,
and said, Lord, which is he that betrays
you?
21 Peter seeing him said to Jesus, Lord,
and what shall this man do?
22 Jesus said to him, If I will that he tarry
till I come, what is that to you? You follow me.
23 Then went this saying abroad among
the brethren, that that disciple should
not die: yet Jesus said not to him, He shall
not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I
come, what is that to you?
24 This is the disciple which testifies of
these things, and wrote these things: and
we know that his testimony is true.
25 And there are also many other things
which Jesus did, the which, if they should
be written every one, I suppose that even
the world itself could not contain the
books that should be written. Amen.

ITNESSIN

Islam

OFFICIAL NAME: Islam
KEY FIGURE IN HISTORY: Muhammad (A.D.
570–632)
DATE OF ITS ESTABLISHMENT: A.D. 622

ADHERENTS: Worldwide: Estimated 800 million to 1 billion; 58 percent live in South and
Southeast Asia; 28 percent in Africa; 9 percent
in Near and Middle East; 5 percent other. U.S.:
Estimated 6.5 to 8 million.
WHAT IS ISLAM?
Islam is the world’s youngest major world religion. It claims to be the restoration of original
monotheism and truth and thus supersedes both
Judaism and Christianity. It stresses submission
to Allah, the Arabic name for God, and conformity to the “five pillars” or disciplines of that
religion as essential for salvation. From its inception, Islam was an aggressively missionary-oriented religion. Within one century of its formation, and often using military force, Islam had
spread across the Middle East, most of North
Africa, and as far east as India. While God is, in
the understanding of most Muslims, unknowable personally, His will is believed to be perfectly revealed in the holy book, the Qur’an.
The Qur’an is to be followed completely and its
teaching forms a complete guide for life and
society.

WHO WAS MUHAMMAD?
Muhammad is believed by Muslims to be the
last and greatest prophet of God—“the seal of
the prophets.” It was through him that the
Qur’an was dictated, thus according him the
supreme place among the seers of God. A native of Mecca, Muhammad was forced to flee
that city in A.D. 622 after preaching vigorously
against the paganism of the city. Having secured his leadership in Medina, and with several
military victories to his credit, Muhammad returned in triumph to Mecca in A.D. 630. There,
he established Islam as the religion of all Arabia.
WHAT IS THE QUR’AN?
The Qur’an is the sacred book of Islam and the
perfect word of God for the Muslim. It is claimed
that the Qur’an was dictated in Arabic by the
angel Gabriel to Muhammad and were God’s

precise words. As such, it had preexisted from
eternity in heaven with God as the “Mother of
the Book” and was in that form uncreated and
co-eternal with God. Islam teaches that it contains the total and perfect revelation and will of
God. The Qur’an is about four-fifths the length
of the New Testament and is divided into 114
surahs or chapters. While Islam respects the
Torah, the psalms of David, and the four Gospels, the Qur’an stands alone in its authority and
absoluteness. It is believed to be most perfectly
understood in Arabic and it is a religious obligation to seek to read and quote it in the original
language.
WHAT ARE THE “FIVE PILLARS”?
They are the framework for the Muslims’ life
and discipline. Successful and satisfactory adherence to the pillars satisfies the will of Allah.
They form the basis for the Muslim’s hope for
salvation along with faith and belief in Allah’s
existence, the authority of Muhammad as a
prophet, and the finality and perfection of the
Qur’an. The five pillars are:
The confession of Faith or Shahada: It is the
declaration that there is no god but Allah and
Muhammad is his prophet. Sincerity in the voicing of the confession is necessary for it to be
valid. It must be held until death, and repudiation of the Shahada nullifies hope for salvation.
Prayer of Salat: Five times a day, preceded by
ceremonial washing, the Muslim is required to
pray facing Mecca. Specific formulas recited
from the Qur’an (in Arabic), along with prostrations, are included. Prayer is, in this sense, an
expression of submission to the will of Allah.
While most of Islam has no hierarchical priesthood, prayers are led in mosques by respected
lay leaders. The five times of prayer are before
sunrise, noon, midafternoon, sunset, and prior
to sleep.
Almsgiving or Zakat: The Qur’an teaches the
giving of two-and-a-half percent of one’s capital wealth to the poor and/or for the propagation of Islam. By doing so, the Muslim’s remaining wealth is purified.
The Fast or Sawm: during the course of the
lunar month of Ramadan, a fast is to be ob-

served by every Muslim from sunrise to sunset.
Nothing is to pass over the lips during this time,
and they should refrain from sexual relations.
After sunset, feasting and other celebrations
often occur. The daylight hours are set aside for
self-purification. The month is used to remember the giving of the Qur’an to Muhammad.
Pilgrimage or Hajj: All Muslims who are economically and physically able are required to
journey to Mecca at least once in their lifetime.
The required simple pilgrim’s dress stresses the
notion of equality before God. Another element
of the Hajj is the mandatory walk of each pilgrim seven times around the Kaabah—the
shrine of the black rock, the holiest site of Islam.
Muhammad taught that the Kaabah was the
original place of worship for Adam and later for
Abraham. The Kaabah is thus venerated as the
site of true religion, the absolute monotheism
of Islam.
THE DOCTRINES OF ISLAM
God: He is numerically and absolutely one. Allah
is beyond the understanding of man so that
only his will may be revealed and known. He is
confessed as the “merciful and compassionate
one.”
Sin: The most serious sin that can be ascribed
to people is that of shirk or considering god as
more than one. Original sin is viewed as a
“lapse” by Adam. Humankind is considered
weak and forgetful but not as fallen.
Angels: Islam affirms the reality of angels as
messengers and agents of god. Evil spirits or
Jinn also exist. Satan is a fallen angel. Angels
perform important functions for Allah both now
and at the end of time.
Final Judgment: The world will be judged at
the end of time by Allah. The good deeds and
obedience of all people to the five pillars and
the Qur’an will serve as the basis of judgment.
Salvation: It is determined by faith, as defined
by Islam, as well as by compiling good deeds
primarily in conformity to the five pillars.
Marriage: Muslims uphold marriage as honorable and condemn adultery. While many Muslim marriages are monogamous, Islamic states
allow as many as four wives. Men consider a
woman as less than an equal, and while a man
has the right to divorce his wife, the wife has
no similar power (see Surah 2:228, 4:34).

Nonetheless, the female has a right to own and
dispose of property. Modesty in dress is encouraged for both men and women.
War: The term jihad or “struggle” is often considered as both external and internal, both a
physical and spiritual struggle. The enemies of
Islam or “idolaters,” states the Qur’an, may be
slain “wherever you find them” (Surah:5). (See
Surah 47:4). Paradise is promised for those who
die fighting in the cause of Islam (see Surah
3:195, 2:224). Moderate Muslims emphasize
the spiritual dimension of Jihad and not its political element.
ANSWERING MUSLIM OBJECTIONS
TO CHRISTIANITY
Christians and Jews are acknowledged as “people of the book,” although their failure to conform to the confession of Islam labels them as
unbelievers. Following are several questions
that Muslims have about Christianity.
Is the Trinity a belief in three gods?
Christians are monotheistic and believe that
God is one. But both in His work in accomplishing salvation through the person of Jesus Christ
and through biblical study it has become clear
that His oneness in fact comprises three persons—Father, Son (Jesus Christ), and the third
person of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit. Mary is
not part of the Godhead. The notion of God,
who is three-in-one, is part of both the mystery
and greatness of God. God is in essence one
while in persons three. This truth helps us understand God as truly personal and having the
capacity to relate to other persons. As well,
Christians confirm the holiness, sovereignty, and
greatness of God.
How can Jesus be the Son of God?
Scripture affirms that Jesus was conceived supernaturally by the Holy Spirit and was born of
the Virgin Mary. It does not in any way claim
that Jesus was directly God the Father’s biological and physical son. It rejects the notion of the
Arabic word for son, walad, meaning physical
son, for the word ibin, which is the title of relationship. Jesus is the Son in a symbolic manner
designating that He was God the Word who
became man in order to save humankind from
its sin. The virgin birth was supernatural as God
the Holy Spirit conceived in Mary, without physical relations, Jesus the Messiah. In this manner
even the Qur’an affirms the miraculous birth of

Christ (see Surah 19:16–21). Jesus was in this
sense “God’s unique Son.” During His earthly
ministry He carried out the will of the Father.
Notably the Qur’an affirms Jesus’ supernatural
birth, life of miracles, His compassion, and ascension to heaven (see Surah 19:16–21,29–31,
3:37–47, 5:110).
How could Jesus have died on the cross
especially if He’s God’s son?
The testimony of history and the Injil, or the
four Gospels, is that Jesus died on the cross. If it
is understood that God is love, and that humankind is lost in sin, then is it not likely that
God would have provided a sacrifice for sin?
Jesus is God’s sacrifice for all the sins of the
world and is a bridge from a holy God to fallen
and sinful humans.
This truth is revealed in the Injil, John 3:16. Even
the Qur’an states in Surah 3:55 that “Allah
said: O Isa [Jesus], I am going to terminate [to
put to death] the period of your stay (on earth)
and cause you to ascend unto Me.” What other
way could this concept have any meaning apart
from Jesus’ death for sin and His subsequent
resurrection?
Muslims believe that God took Jesus from the
cross and substituted Judas in His place, or at
least someone who looked like Jesus. He was
then taken to heaven where He is alive and
from where one day He will return.
ANSWERING MUSLIMS’ QUESTIONS TO
CHRISTIANS ABOUT ISLAM
What do you think about the prophet
Muhammad?
Muhammad was apparently a well-meaning
man who sought to oppose paganism and evil
in his day. While he succeeded in uniting the
Arabian Peninsula and upheld several important
virtues, we do not believe he received a fresh
revelation from God. Jesus Christ fulfilled not
only the final prophetic role from God, but He
is the Savior or the world and God the Son.
While Islam believes that some Bible passages
refer to Muhammad (see Deut. 18:18–19; John
14:16; 15:26; 16:7), that is clearly not the
meaning of the texts. Other passages may help
in understanding and interpreting the previous

texts (see Matthew 21:11; Luke 24:19; John
6;14; 7:40; Acts 1:8–16; 7:37).
What is your opinion of the Qur’an?
It is a greatly valued book for the Muslim. It is
not received or believed to be a divine book by
the Christian. The statements of the Qur’an are
accepted only where they agree with the Bible.
What is your opinion about the five pillars?
Salvation is from God and comes only through
the saving work of Jesus Christ. When we put
our faith in Him, we may be saved (see John
3:16–21,31–36).
WITNESSING TO MUSLIMS
●

Be courteous and loving.

●

Reflect interest in their beliefs. Allow them
time to articulate their views.

●

Be acquainted with their basic beliefs.

●

Be willing to examine passages of the
Qur’an concerning their beliefs.

●

Stick to the cardinal doctrines of the Christian faith but also take time to respond to all
sincere questions.

●

Point out the centrality of the person and
work of Jesus Christ for salvation.

●

Stress that because of Jesus, His cross, and
resurrection, one may have the full assurance of salvation, both now and for eternity
(see 1 John 5:13).

●

Share the plan of salvation with the Muslim.
Point out that salvation is a gift and not to
be earned.

●

Pray for the fullness of the Holy Spirit. Trust
Him to provide wisdom and grace.

●

Be willing to become a friend and a personal evangelist to Muslims.
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